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Tov art here * with a. | 
treatiſe publiſhed many years ſince 3 
a Mr. Saltmarſh, miniſter of the gol- 


pel at Breaſted, in Kent. —His name, if E 
taken to pieces, ſeems pregnant with 5 


meaning; ſalt is a ſavoury article, and 


a marſh is famous for fattening ſheep : N 
the author ſeems to have had ſalt in 
himſelf as well as in his name, and has 
left ſome ſavoury meat behind him 
for an heir of promiſe—and ſorne — 
paſtures for the King's flock. - 
The ſubjects treated of are ; gat 
bondage and goſpel — ; in handlin g 
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4 roc p the mountains than an 


- archer in the wilderntſs: ſo I preach, 


2 preaching, nor your faith, ſhall be 1 in 
| yain in the Lord., n 
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which he has carefully laid our bai. | 
dens where God in mercy laid our 
help, I mean upon him that is mighty 


to fave. This wiſe and fafe way of 
building has enrolled his name in the 
black regiſter of Antinomians ; the 
gogfathers and godmothers who gave 
him that name were the - anceftors. of 
 _- thoſe that food for me, namely * 
abs and the Hagarenes. 
* „However, many have changed their 


names, to enjoy an inheritance, by 


choice ; and, if we are compelled | 


thereto, let us pocket the affront; 


the heir of promiſe ſhall ſtand in 


his lot, when the baſtard will ſtand 
upon the ſword lt is better to be 


and ſo you believe; and neither my 
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F HONOURABLE FRIENDS, 


I xxo ye have well loved the acquejnt- _” 
ance of truth long, and in thoſe times When 
| truth was eſteemed error, and light dak... 
neſs, in the account of moſt; therefore I hope 
the ſame Lord will not ceaſe to reveal to e 
more of Himſelf, MI ooo. he 3 


Wd 


The truths 1 here preſent you are N 
Grace : fuch things, when. cleared to the © = 
world, would enlighten men more into — 
the workings of the myſtery of „„ 
« quity” than any others. There is one 
thing appears to us in this diſcovery, which 
{ITY BOG loving us freely, and ſending 

& 4: - 
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his Spirit of love into our hearts; this 
ſhould be the only principle of power 
in believers now under the Goſpel: love 
began all the work of falvation in God, 
and love will carry on the work of fal- 
vation in men. | This is a way of ſervice 
which none know, but thoſe whom the 
« Son hath made free indeed. Funn 
The Lord fill ye with this love, that ye 
may obey as glonouſly as ye are command- 
ed in the Goſpel, and that the experiences 
of Free Grace may dwell richly in ye; that 
ye may ſpiritually judge of the finer and 
more ſubtle parts of Antichriſt. All is not 
L in chat groſs idolatry which is ſeen and felt; 
there is more of myſtery than by 8 
hend in it. 

1 could not but thus publicly e 
Edge ye, who are ſuch public aſſertors of 
that liberty we of this kingdom enjoy at this 
day, and becauſe ye have acknowledged me 
in many favours to ye formerly; for 
which 1 am, 

Your r Servant in the Fat. 


' Joun SALTMABSH: 
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IT would be matter of much peace 
among believers, if the names of Antinomian 
Legal Teacher, and ſuch like, were laid 
aide, and no mark or name to know one ano 
ther by, but that of believers, who bold thus 
and thus for diftinttion: ſurely carnal ſuſpi- 
cions and jealoufies do much increaſe our differ- 
ences. Some, hearing the dofirine of Free Grace, 
think preſently there will follow nothing bus 
looſeneſs and libertiniſin; and others, hearing of 
* bolineſs, of duties and obedience; think there will : 
of follow nothing but legality and bondage,. and 
fs felf-righteoufneſs ; and upon theſe jealouſies each 
party, over-ſuſpefing the other's doctrine, bend 
againſt one another in expreſſions ſomething too 
uncomely for both ; and there are ſome _ 
rantable notions zo be found on all RM. 
let us confider : 
Can the Free Grace of Teſus rift tempt ay | 
oe of uſeif to fin? © Can a good tree bring 
: a4 6c ow: 


1 HS 


8 AN OCCASIONAL WORD. _ 
« forth evil fruit? And ſhall we call every 
one Antinomian that preaches Free Grace, or a 
little more freely than we do? If any man fin 
mare freely becauſe of forgiventſs of fins, that 
man may ſuſpet hinyelf to be forgiven; for in 
all Scriptures and-Scripture-examples, the more 
forgiveneſs the more holineſs. Mary loved much, 
becauſe much was forgiven to her; juſtification 
and holineſs, blood and water, Jeſus and Lord, 
Chriſt called and juſtified, are ſtill to be found 
zogether in the Word, and in the Believer. 
Were are ſome too of another ſort, who make 
a noiſe about Free Grace; but, if all were well 
examined, it would not be found ſo free as it 
| feems. I have heard of a gentleman that, be- 
.cauſe he would appear very free to bis neigh- 
ours, bid them fill out wine freely ; but be bad 
commanded the ſervants before-hand to burn it, 


J kbar it foould be too hot for any of them to 


drink. I wiſh the goſpel-wine held forth by 
ſome be not overmuch heated with Law con- 
ditions and qualifications, fo that poor ſouls 
cannot taſte of it freely, notwithſtanding they fill 
it out freely too. | 
Free Grace may be there in the notion of it, 
yet not in the truth of it. The Arminians 
F beaft 


AN OCCASIONAL WORD. 9 
beaſt themſelves 10 be as great patrons of Free 
Grace as others; and why? Becauſe they 
teach, that all that is given to man is for 
Chriſt ſake, and in Chriſt ;' and though by faith 
and works, yet all is free gift. So tbe Papiſt 
boaſts of Free Grace, that Chriſt is given freely 
from the Father for ſinners; and it is of Free 
Grace that we are accepted, though of works 
too: fo ſurely there is ſome other way of carry- 


ing Free Grace, than by joining men in the 


work; or elſe it is * a Popiſo Kamen 
Free Grace after all. | 

Jeſus Chriſt hath e more of late, as 
His glory bath been more abroad, than this 
kingdom ever ſaw before; and indeed Anti. 


crit never goes rightly down, but when Chrif 5 


is lifted up; and if Teſus Chriſt bad been 


more in the divinity of theſe latter times, and 


in their preachings for refarmation, and Mg ofes 
22 we had not only had more of His gr ace, but 
more of His glory, than we yet fee. _ 

Yet I do not ſee that the power of Crit 


crucified is ſo abroad among believers as it ſhould 


be; but ſome ſeveral ordinances are rather the © 

bufineſs of this age; yet thus it hath been al- 

ways, whenever there were any ſhadows or car- 
| a A „ nal 


"Oo * OCCASIONAL WORD. 


nul ordinances, believers went more after tbem 
than after Chriſt. Under the Law it wat ſo; 
and under the Goſpel it is fo; \ ſome outward 
truths of Chriſt are ſought after more than 
Chriſt Himſelf; we make more of the beams 
than the Sun of Righteoufneſs, and rather warm 
aurſehves by the ſparks than the fire; like thoſe 
ſaoldiers who caſt lots for His garments, but 
let His body alone upon the ' croſs; not but that 
every thing of Chriſt is precious, yet nothing ſo 
precious as Himſelf. © Theſe things ought 
„ we to have done, and not to have left * the 
e others. undone.” 

I bepe by this time Free Grace is no PONY 
miami amongſt believers; yet it hath been ever 
| Satan's policy and the Lord's providence to na- 
nage a truth ſometimes through a whole age, yeay 
and "ages too, in another name than its own ; 

and fome other age have ſeen it for 4 trath; 
#which God would not reveal to our untbantful 
lime. Light bath walked abroad in a weil of 
"Harkneſs, and truth in the likeneſs of error; 
and Chrift bath been crucified by thoſe who after 
knew bim for their Lord of Glory, and were 
"wounded ao him whom they bad wounded them- 
* O that the es we live in had not ſo 


many 


— 


AN: OCCASTONAL WORD. 21 
many of theſe who perſecute that Chriſt now, 
whom hereafter they may preach.- 

Bur I have done; and if T have erred in 
any thing (for I ſee but'in part, and know 
hs in part), it is in filling out that wine 
too freely, which the Maſter of the feaſt, 
if I miſtake not, had biddm me, ſayings 
* Drittk, Dea, drink — wr 8 
Cant. 5. F SL; 
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/ READER, 


th the experiment of this foul, 1 you may 
be a ſpirit of adoption in bondage, and one 
made poor in ſpirit through an ignorance of 
the riches of grace, and by a legal faith (as 
I may fay), that is, by being both under 
Grace and the Law at the fame time. 
Surely fuch legal believers are as much ſub- 
ject to death and bondage in their own ap- 
prehenſions under the Goſpel, as they were 
before under the Law. 
Tou have here the frame of this ſoul, or 
the conſtitution and condition of a ſpirit be- 
fore converſion, under converſion, and under 
the relapſe or falling back into the ſame ſins; 
under the temptations for thoſe ſins, and 
under a legal recovery out of thoſe tempta- 
tions, and under a fuller revelation of Grace 
and Truth, drawn out of their own Expe- 
2 6 B rience; 


TO THE READER, - © 3 
want the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
The more Chriſt is known, and that love 
of God to the ſons of men, which was mani» - 
- feſt in the fleſh, the more that glorious l- 
berty from the Law; ſin, and Satan, is ma - 
nifeſted in the ſoul. This made Paul de- 
fire to © know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, - 
« and Him crucified :” and the more this 
light of the Goſpel ſhines in the face of Je- - 
ſus Chriſt, the more doth the ignorance of 
fleſh and blood diſſolve; and the ſhadows 
of the Law, as doubts, fears, terrors, which 
are caſt in, vaniſh before it : ©. for e 
<« breaks, and the ſhadows flee away 

The only ſcope of this diſcourſe and + | 
| ſervations'is, to hold forth the glory of Free 
Grace, and that, by this one experiment, 
« Wiſdom might be juſtified of her chil» - 


« dren.” O the riches of his grace! O the 


fountain of his love! O the exceeding and 
incomprehenſive freeneſs in the flowing of 


His blood, waſhing us when we are polluted 7" 


in our own! Thus he calls us beloved, who 

were not beloved; and we who had not ob- 

tained mercy, do obtain mercy. | 
8 I thought | 


14 TO THE READER. | 
I I thought myſelf not a little happy to 
have ſuch an effectual door as this opened, 
20 deal with the CURES of a ſoul in 
ey | 

And for the following K my 
an and other particulars, I took 
this octaſion to draw out my diſcourſe of 
Grace and Goſpel- glory, from the faithful 
experiences of ſuch a ſoul, wherein the 
work of Nature, Grace, Spirit and Satan, 
Was clearly viſible and diſcernible, rather 
than to found them upon mere notions and 
conjectural principles. For in the expe- 
riences of a ſoul we may more clearly diſ- 
cern the deep things of the Spirit, reading 
them in the ſpirits of ſuch who poſſeſs Chriſt, 
as in a counterpart of the Scriptures ; for | 
chere, truth «eager in water _ 
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Had you no fits of terror a 


HAT. manner of lie «i you 
head, tO the beſt of your reme | | 
- Life. 1, continued, in à courle of me 


2 


in your continuance in he it 


16. THE FLOWINGS. OF CHRIST'S 
A. T had ſome gripings and accuſations in 
my continuance, for thoſe fins ; EAT 
tinued not long with me. 

2. Had you any reluctance in nud, 
e manic wich Gall conſee? 

the Yes, I. [ reqpember.it was with full con- 
&& 

. Were you much delighted in thoſe 
fins, > as to commit them with greedineſs, 
or were you partly over-powered, throu 5 
the ſtrength of corruption? Aer a a 
A. I delighted in them, and felr no over- 
ue of that kind- 

In this your natural ſtate, how far did 
the light of conſcience check ou, or put 
"= upon' any reformation? © 
A. Upon ſome duties of prayer, and 
REM the vord, and checks divers times I 
had. 

E Were not your checks dach as pur 
you upon ſome other religious duties? 
8 A. Yes, not only upon prayer and refot- 
mation; but 1 alſo made many YOws and 
25 ee eee — 
But did you not ſeem to be ſatisfied 
in che doing vf thoſe, as if now all were well 
N betwixt 
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betwixt God and you, having done ſome- 
thing that was Wr you in God's 
word? | 

A. Yes, 1 thought all was well, till I 
brake the bonds and vows I had made, 
and then I was full of terrors and per 
again. 


2. Well, the une bebg d M 
we ſhall let alone further queſtions; here 


being enough to let us ſee een _ 
your natural condition. 


OBSERVAT 10 Ns j 


ON THE FORMER DISCOURSE, | ; 
I. Of the bondage that 4 mere aaa nan 
ns in, and wherein true * . 
from fin conſiſts. er 


Trzy that are in 4 ee or 
earnal ſtate, though they ſin freely, with 
conſent and delight; yet they ſin under 
bondage, being not able to obey | a better 

law. We know a bowl that hath a ſtrong | 
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bias runs freely, yet all the motion is on 
that fide that the bias lies; ſo men na- 
turally run that way the power of their 
eorruptions weigh them, whether to luſt, 
or drunkenneſs, or covetouſneſs, &c. And 
this is the miſery of men in their fins, who 
are not ſet free by the Son, Jeſus Chriſt ; 
they are but the ſervants of fin and Satan, 
though they conceive they fin- at pleaſure, 


and at their own wills: © While they pro- 


« miſe them liberty, they themſelves (faith | 
the apoſtle) are the ſervants of corrup- 
tion; for of whom a man is overcome, 
te of the fame he is brought into bondage,” 
2 Pet. ii. 19. And ſuch is their condition, 
' as they have no ſtrength for obedience to 
a better law, than the law of fin; © for 
« the carnal mind is not ſubject to the 
* law of God, neither indeed can be,” 
Rom. viii. Take any whoſe ingenuity or | 
wit lies fully to one trade or art, he can- 
not naturally apply himſelf to an other, 
but you may diſcern much bungling and 
unſuitableneſs ; ſo men, being naturally ſin- 
ful, without the power of Chriſt within 
them, cannot frame themſelves to the ways 
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of God, but in 2 way of bungling and hy- 
pocriſy, or mere form of religion, like 
them that could not ſound Shibboleth, but 
W Sibboleth. It is only Jeſus Chriſt the Son. 

that can make us free; © If the Son make 
« you free, then you are free indeed.” And 
that freedom is a. true. ſpiritual. freedom, 
both from the dominion or law of ſin, which 
8 and nature of ſin, which is 
the corruption. The law of the Spirit 
« of life in Jeſus Chviſt, hath. made me 
« free from the law of; fin- and death: 
and ſuch a freedom is like Paul's, hacks 
not account himſelf free, according to the 
privilege of a Roman, till the magiſtrates 
themſelyes came to the priſon, and pro- 
nounced his liberty: ſo the believer will not 
count himſelf free indeed, but from Jeſus, 
Chriſt's own preſence and command upon 
his ſoul; W eee eee 


*3 


1. 07 Fo ratings 4 
for, fin, which are in 4 nahral man, 12 
_ Tazy who are yet in à carnal of un- 
regrnerne ftate, have certain conviftions 

| _ againſt 
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againſt fin, from the law of their natural 
conſcience; which is ſtrong enough to re- 
prove, but not to reform or change into a 
new creature: therefore the condition of 
ſuch is a very deceivable condition; for 
a kind of inward wounding, or remorſe 
for ſin, makes them conceive that ſome 
better light or principle bears rule in them 
than there doth ; becauſe they find a con- 
A ſometimes bearing the image of that 
ſpiritual warfare which is betwixt the fleſh 
and fpirit, in the regenerate ones; whereas 
all their reſiſtings of ſin, or ſorrowings after 
the commiſſion, is only becauſe they com- 
mit it againſt ſome inward law or beam of 
natural glory and excellency which is in the 
foul, whereby it in part condemns and ex- 
cuſes itſelf in its own converſation. This is 
that the apoſtle ſpeaks of in the Gentiles, 


5 «-which having not the law, do by nature 


« the things contained in the law, whicli 
« ſhew the work of the law written in their 
n hearts,” Rom. ii. 14, 15. Yet this na- 
tural law is but very weak, in reſpect of 
any transforming power it hath, as the law 
* the SOL A len CDS, hath in itſelf, 
We 
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We ſee in a clear froſty night, though the 
moon ſhines very bright, and the. ſtars too; 
yet it 1s both cold-and hard, as if there were | 
no light at all; but the ſun hath another 
kind of power and enforcing warmth in tze 
beams of it: ſo it is in thoſe: that are en- 

lightened only by the law of nature, or con- 
ſcience ; they are cold and hard, or impeni- 


a = Þ 1 as 


— 
80 


e true eee believer; - 6:15 
III. How far many go in S 
fon and mere natural religion, raiſed up a 
little by the power of the ward. 


1 osskRvx, they that are in their carnal 
ſtate, are by the power of the word, and 
the common light of conſcience bearing 
witneſs to the law of the word, carried into 
a form of religion; but it is ſuch a form 
2s is made up moſtly of outward obedience, 
and obſervations, while the power and ſpirit 
Jof Jeſus Chriſt is not in all their thoughts; 
chey looking at God no otherwiſe than in 
kind of natural way or notion, and ſo 
"ED by a religion according to them- 
ſelves, 


* n 7 9g 


my. 
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tent, and have no warmths, or meltings; 
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 Telves; of pleaſing or diſpleaſing him by 
what they do, or do not, and putting all 
Fitisfaftion, and pardon of ſin and ſalvation, 
in matters of form and outward obedience, as 
vows, covenants, &c. Outward reformation, 

c. And thus, though they know God, 
- <«" yet they glorify him not as God, but 
«become vain in their imaginations, and 
* change the glory of the incorruptible God 
ec into an image made like unto corrupti- 
et ble man; for going about,” through a 
natural light or knowledge, © to eſtabliſh 
& their own righteouſneſs, they ſubmit not 
« to the righteouſneſs of God by Jeſus 
c Chriſt. So as here we may ſee the 
danger ef reſting in ſuch carnal forms and 
convictions, and ways of obedience, with- 
out the power of Jeſus Chriſt; there is but 
aà more ſupreme damnation to be got at 
laſt by them: therefore let us breathe to- 
wards' the more excellent and powerful 
workings of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
cauſe. all other faith is but a dead faith; 
which though it may go far in the reſem- 
blance, carrying the image of ſomething like 
A - 1. 
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che new man, as the faint reflections of the 
ſun in à cloud look like the ſun, but are 
not; and may both deceive the foul of the 
perſon where it is, and others that judge 
according to the appearance; yet there 


d, being no true ſpiritual life in ſuch a ſoul, 
no Chriſt formed in ſuch a foul, there can 


be neither any right ſpiritual enjoyments, 
nor any ſolid communion with God in 
Chriſt, - though all the changes of - the 
Spirit may ſeem to be there to ſuch a carnal, 
formal, deceived heart: there may be re- 
pentance, or a kind of forrow for ſin, as 
Ahab had; there may be a kind of: joy 
in the goſpel- ordinances, as Herod had; 
there may be a kind of reforming, as in 
the ſame Herod, © who did many things 
chat John taught; there may be a kind 
Jof faith, as in them who believed in the 
parable, and in time of temptation fell away; 
WT there may be a kind of frequenting the word 
preached, as in thoſe that may ſay, Have 
ve not eaten and drunk in thy preſence, 
and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets?” 
there may be convictions of fin, as in 
es, who trembled at Paul's preaching: 

9 6 | | but 
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but all-cheſe are not wrought in the power 


of Chriſt, nor in the life of the ſpirit, and 


therefore all ſuch religion is but that of a 


carnal profeſſor, or a ſelf-deceiver, or ſelf- 


_ ſufficient hypocrite, who deceives not ano- 


ther more than himſelf: and in a religion 
or form of godlineſs of this nature, 
there goeth always a ſpirit of bondage or 
fear with it, which ſhews ſuch to be chil- 


- dren of the bond-woman, not of the free; | 
for the Son having never made them free, 


they cannot be free indeed, nor can there 
be any of that pure joy and peace in beliey- 
ing: ſo as the fruits and ſeeming graces of 
ſuch, are but like the berries upon the 
thorn in the way-ſide, not like the grapes 
upon the vine, their comforts as faſt as 
they ariſe are damped with the workings of 
the ſpirit of bondage and fear, which makes 
them like Belſhazzar, to be afraid in their 
time of feaſting, or moſt formal profeſſion, 
| becauſe of che hand-writing of ordinances 
upon the wall, or the law, unto which they 
are yet in bondage upon every ſin and fail- 
ing, being ever awakened by the curſe. and 
condemnation due to fin: and thus, like 


wandering 


ELSE 80 —_— — wry [_ = 
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randering ſtars, clouds without water, ever 
olling up and down, but never eſtabliſhed ; 

1 zot being built on the rock, Jeſus Chriſt, 
nd other foundation can no man lay: ſuch 
ive like children, who only wink but ſee not 
dae danger they are afraid of: many of theſe 
dare not look on their former lives, nor caſt 
up their account of ſins, nor reckon with 
their conſciences; for the blood of ſprinkling - 


er 
id 
a 


Wy miſſion: and without remiſſion there is no 
victory againſt ſin, no looking conſcience in 
; the face. 


CHAP. I. 

Of the parties firſt trouble for the fins they 
lived in, which was ſuppoſed to be the time 
of converſion, calling, or li ight from 2 


Queſt. How came you to be troubled for 
beſe fins? Was it from ſome ſermon, 
Niſcourſe, or reading the word, or how? 
ar B e 


* 8 oj , 


20 apt thete, and wicheut bloddithere is li 
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nſw. It was not by ſermons, nor any 
diſcourſe, nor by reading the word of God. 
Q. Was it by ſome ſudden accident, or 
rather providence ? 

A. Yes, by ſome ſudden accident, or pro- 
vidence. | 

9. Had you left your courſe. af ſinning 
before this accident or providence? 

Te. 

9. How did you leave it? Upon any 
| ſtrong conviction, or ſlight conviction only, 
becauſe you would leave fin in the general; 
of, was your fin left by you from ſome 
particular evil you ſaw in it? | 

A. 1 left it becauſe I ſaw it was fin, 
and I had a deſire to leave what preachers 
bid me leave. 

9. But how came you firſt, as you chought, 
to be convinced of this ſin? 

A By an accident, which was this: go- 
ing to reprove one for a particular fin, whom 
I had faid in a raſh word I would never re- 
prove again, at the inſtant I did it an horror 
and trembling fell upon me, and then my 
own courſe of finning © came into IT 
* | 


2 How 
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9. How came your trembling firſt upon 
you? Upon the breach of your word, or 
upon the thoughts of your living in ſin? 
A. Firſt, upon the breach of my word; 
then that was taken away, and the other 
of my living in ſin remained. 9 
2. Did you open your mind to the party 
that you went to reprove? +7 
A. No, but told the party they were 
undone, and they had undone me. Se 
2. What did you in one” trouble of 
mind? | 
A. I ran up and down and could not reſt, 
but thought myfelf undone, and was as it 
were diſtracted in myſelf. DE 
. How long did you dancer it? 
It was a year before I revealed it. 
2. Were you not t quiet ſometimes it in con- 
ſcience? | 
A. Yes, I thought dere quiet 
divers times in that year, and ſometimes 1 
wondered in myſelf at my trouble; then on a 
ſudden it came upon me again. 
Q: Did you not during this time apply 
yourſelf much to ſermons? * 
B 2 — Yes, 


=_y 


- hy 
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| NH; Fes, but vit delight; I was even 

loth to hear. 
Q. Why were you loth to hear? Was it 
through fear of being more wounded by 
ſermons, or from ſome carnal ſlothfulneſs in 
you? 

A. No, for I thought every ſermon would 
riſe in judgment againſt me; I was in a 
Jad condition in that reſpect, being in a 
ſtrait betwixt hearing, and not hearing: for 
x I did not hear, I was afraid that I con- 

temned the ordinance; and if I did hear, 
| I was afraid of judgment. | 

_ 2. How came in the trouble or terror 
upon you, when it came in? Through much 
thinking of living in fin, or how? _ 

A. It came in ſuddenly, and very vio- 
leatly, when . 
my former life. 

A Would you A applied yourſelf 
much. to company or buſineſs, to put away 
ſuch thoughts? 

A. Tes, I would, and did all I could of 
chat kind to put them fromme. 
. What ſpiritual courſe did you take then? 

; A, 1 
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A. 1 fought much by prayer that God 


my condition. ; 

9. Whether had you any ſtrong N 
ſion to reveal your condition? 

A. Yes, very ſtrong. | 

2: Were thoſe perſuaſions ſudden, or” 
continued, ſettled perſuaſions? 

A. They were not ſudden, but continued: 


would comfort me, that I "FI not reveal. - 


upon conſiderations with myſelf, that I could _ 


not in myſelf be ſatisfied. 


9. Did you then reſolve to reveal your . 


condition? i 

A. Yes; but when I came to preachers, 
I went away oftentimes, and did not reveal 
myſelf: nay, I could not, it went ſo againſt 
my heart ; for temptations of fear and 

ſhame were upon me. 

Q: But when you deſired to reveal your- 
ſelf, was it upon thoughts to get ſomething 
of advice from them in the general to allay 
your trouble, or that you might receive 
ſome ſoul- ſatisfaction, and true ſpiritual com- 
fort? 

4 One main thing, I am fure, was, to get 
B 3 ſome 5 


= Chiilt. 
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ſome ſoul-ſaving comfort, and partly in re- 
{pe& of ſome others concerned with me. 
2, When you opened your mind to the 
preachers you came to, what deſires had you 
cowards Chriſt, as you remember? 

A. When I came to them, I would or 
done any thing, and deſired that they would 
preleride me any means that I might find 


2, How did you find Tar for the 
time after you had revealed yourſelf? In 
what diſpoſition to the means of grace? 
A I had an earneſt deſire after ſalvation, 
and I was very much afraid of fin; I could 
neither think, nor ſpeak, nor do, but in fear 

of fin; I could not, methought, be content 
with deſires after ſalvation; but I earneſtly 
deſired after holineſs of life, and doing the 
will of God. 
2. When you did reveal yourſelf to 
ſome preacher, what did he fay to your con- 
dition? | 

A. He faid, he made no queſtion but it 
was a ſafe condition, becauſe God had re- 

vealed my condition to let me ſee "7 „ 
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9. What courſe did he bid you take? 

A. He bid me be humbled for fin, and 
pray, and ſet me upon duties; but I heard 
not any thing of Chriſt from him. 

Q,: What did you ſay to this? 

A. I objected, I could not pray. 

9. What faid he to you then? ' 

A. He aſked me if I could not deſire to 
pray, and told me my deſires to pray were 
Prayers: he told me Hezekiah could not 
pray but chatter, and yet it was accepted: 
he told me of the publican, who ſaid, Lord, 
« be merciful to me a ſinner ;” and aſked 
me if I could not ſay fo much. | 

Q. Did not this ſatisfy you? | 

A. No, this did not - ſatisfy me; for 
that ſcripture was in me, © Theſe people 
« draw hear to me with their lips, but their 
« hearts are far from me; and methought 
my heart was not as it ſhould be, not- _— 
_ tual enough. 


©. It ſeems then you were not ſatisfied 
with what he faid ? 


A. No, for I aſked him how 1 1. 
know my deſires to pray were for God's 
gary and not my own ends. | 
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Q: What anſwer did he make to you? 
A. He ſaid, By the conſtancy of them. 
2. What did you ſay to that? | 
A. I anſwered, Sometimes I had ſome de- 
| fires, ſometimes cold deſires, ſometimes no 
deſires. | | 
2. What did he fay then? 
A.. He faid, defires were not ek dike, 
- © ſometimes flagging; but becauſe I did not 
© _ reſt in not deſiring, therefore he es; any 
deſires were conſtant; 

Q: Were you not carsfied with that an- 
ſwer? 

A. No, for I thought 1 de 
than deſires, I muſt have endeavours; I 
thought deſires were nothing, * 3 
times I had no deſires. * 
23. What ſaid he then? CRT fs 

A. He aſked me if 1 had . chat 
I might defire; TIT men Bae, 
but it would not hold me up. 

2: What elſe did he bid you do? 

4. He bid me repent, and be forry for 
my ſin. | 
2: Could you not be ſorry? „ 
A. No, I could not be ſorry for ſin, as 
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hell and damnation, which I thought was a 
legal forrow, a. * Judas 
and Cain had. 

9. What ſaid wa 

A. He faid, ſorrow for fin might go 7" "wh 
ſorrow for puniſhment, as David ſaith, * PE . 
« am afraid of thy judgments.” 

9. What did you fay to this? 

I kad,, great fins ſhould have gfeat- | 
ſorrows; my ſins had been great, and a great 


part of my life, but I did not n 
for them. 


Q: What faid he then? | 

A. He told me of that place of W cl 
rinthians: © Yea, what fear, yea, what in- 
dignation, &c. and aſked me if theſe were 
not in me? I anſwered him as I did before, 


yea, theſe were in me; but 1 queſtignad the 
truth of them. 


. What anſwer bad peut 

A. He bid me try further. 2 
2. And what did yo e fniklh alia 

A. I found I could ſorrow more for out- 
ward things, or for the horrors of hell; but 

ing ſuch a forrow as ſhould be in 
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God's children, as brokenneſs of heart, and 
meltingneſs of heart, 
2. How did other of the preachers you 
vent to, deal with you? 
A. Others bid me be ſorry for my- end 
and lead a better life, and made no queſtion 
but my condition was fafe. 
2 Could you u not fall upon ſuch a courſe 
2s they bid you, and be contented ? 
I did deſire to enter upon ſuch a courſe 
of life, but I could not pray, I could not 
repent, I could not yet enter into ſuch a 
courſe. 
A But did they not talk. to you. of be- 
licving ? 
Tes, they ſaid I muſt labour to be- 
beve, and that © Chriſt came into the world 
to fave ſinners, and ſuch. were ſome of 
& ye, but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
« cleanſed :” this their urging me was not 
| at. firſt, but a good time after they had = 
| bidden me to repent and be ſorry. 
9. $8 Fn. ſay to you to 
this purpoſe? ; 
A. No, one bid me believe in Chriſt. 
1 aſked. him how I could believe ? ola 
| to 
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told me, © Chriſt came into the world to 
« ſave ſinners,” and I was bound to be- 
lieve, becauſe I was loſt in myſelf, and faw. 5 
wy need of Chriſt. 
Q: Did he not bd vb fotk thr ä 
cations or conditions firſt in yourſelf? + 
A. No, he ſaid, I might kindle ſparks, 
and lie down in the ſparks of my own kind- 
Q. When they applied promiſes to-zou, 


why could you not lay hold of them? 


A. I could not, becaufe I thought I was 
not in a condition to receive the promiſes, 


for there were conditions in them, ſuch. as I 


could not find in myſelt. 
Q. Did you ſee.no need of Chriſt? | 
Tes; but I thought, it was rather 


for ſelfiſh ends than for love to Chrilt. 


— 


One aſked me, if I could be contented with - 
out Chriſt, if it were poſſible that I had my 
ſms pardoned, and peace of conſcience,” and 
not have Chriſt: I anfrered, I did: wot 
know. 

Q. But after all theſe proceedings and 
ſoul-conflidts, which I perceive: you had, 
and your dealings with many concerning. 

| 56 = you 
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your condition, how came you to that af-. 
ſurance of your calling, and of the Spirit, 
which you were once perſuaded you had? 
A II ſhall relate unto you the experiences 
I had (from which I was then aflured) of my 
_ Firſt, When I was tempted and going 
to make away with myſelf for my ſin, the 
Lord ſent into my mind this word, © I have 
« loved thee with an everlaſting love: Ah! 
thought I then, hath God loved me with 
* ſuch an everlaſting love, and fhall I fin 
& againſt ſuch a God!” 
een 
but through the ſtrength of Chriſt I over- 
came all: theſe doubts and fears aroſe from 
the examination of myſelf, how Lud 
find the work in my foul agreeable. to the 
teſtimony of God's word, for I was much | 
afraid of being deluded. 
Thirdly, The words in Ifaiah lv. 1. 
% Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
« the waters,” did ſtay my heart on Chriſt 
in my partaking of him in his ordinances, 
eee that he 
vas my Chriſt. : | 
& Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, I went on for ſome- time full 


and another I had: Fear not, I will be 
« with thee, I will never leave thee, I will 
cc never forſake thee.” : 

- Fifthly, I was in fears again char #. acl 5 
not pray, but I had a promiſe, I will ful- 
4 fil the deſires of them that fear me: theſe, 
and many more, were my grounds and evi 
dences, which I thought were right” then 
when I had them. 
Sixthly, Sometimes, in hearing the word, 
Chriſt did witneſs to my ſoul, yet but ſe- 
dom. | 
But, O how did T ftrive againſt this work, 
as I thought of my being called, to put wax 
all promiſes of mercy from me: I may juſt- 
ly fay, © The Lord ſaved me whether 1 

« would or no.” f 

Sometimes I was dead, 1 Sahl not 
pray; ſometimes very much quickened and 
ſtirred up, that I could pour out my ſoul in 
much ſorrow and remorſe for fin. O, me- 
. neared dans, 
praying for what my ſoul wanted ! "ey 
That which I much deſired in prayer, was 


of joy and comfort, upon theſe promiſes, -, 
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till, that my ſinful ſoul might be healed of 
/ fin; that the running iſſue of ſin which ran 
and ceaſed not, might be ſtapped. | 
Tet at this time, and in thoſe days, I ſel- 
dom deſired pardon of ſin till I were fitted 
for mercies: but now I ſee we are pardoned 
freely, I cannot even now but ſay this: O reſt 
not therefore in your own duties, leſt you 
periſh in the ſparks you kindle,/as I had a- 
moſt done! 
l obſerved a good ae of the Lord 
to me, in providing me ſtill many Chriſtians 
to complain to in this my condition. 


"OBSERVATION, fn. 


ON THE FORMER p1Scourss.- 8 


1. Of preathers' ſeveral dealings with this 8 
150 ſettle them, but nat n 
RS ..-.. 

. 1 onsrxvs, now that this foul queſtioning 
the truth of all his aſſurances, they labour to 
perſuade him to faith or believing upon a 

| „ Foficaton in bio hnade 


no 
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no evidence, nor for the preſent moment 
can bring any demonſtration to the ſpirit: for 
Satan, and the party's own miſgiving heart, 
will not let them believe there is any truth in 
that which they have found ſo faulty: as, for 
inſtance, a man that hath had cauſe to be jea- 
lous of his wife, and hath ſeen ſome miſcar- 
riages, all the friends ſhe:can-make are not 
able to ſatisfy and take away all grounds f 
fear and jealouſy from him by their perſua- 
fion, but he will ſtill ſuſpect, becauſe he once 
had ſome real ground, and, unleſs they can 
take away this, they cannot perſuade him to 

that. | 
So in that ſou] where there hath been real 
failings, and a ſpiritual diſcerning of its own 
unrighteouſneſs, all the perſuaſions of others 


eannot make it have a good opinion of © | | 


itſelf, nor perſuade it of its righteouſ- 
neſs, unleſs they can take away that un- 
righteouſneſs and fin, or make it to be no 
fin, and no unrighteouſneſs; for the ſoul 
which is only troubled for fin muſt be ſettled 
upon ſomething which is not ſin; and upon 
2 rightcouſneſs, either in itſelf, or ſome © 
n there can 1 
23 x or 


of a ſoul; for how many have defiredsno 


— 
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or comfort, in that ſoul : and yet this is the 
common way of dealing with ſouls and 
bringing them up into aſſurance: as thus, 
repent, and pray, and live an holy life, and 
walk according to the law of God: and if 
chey anſwer they cannot do thus; O then, 
{ay they, can you not deſire to pray and 
repent ? and if they ſay they cannot defire ; 
O but then, ſay they, can you not deſire that 
you may deſire? And thus they wind them 
up by acts of their own fpirit, and run 
them out to the end of their own workings ; 
when, alas, theſe deſires of deſires, and the 

ſpinning of ſuch fine threads in divinity, are 
not ſtrong enough to bind up a broken ſpi- 

. rit; for, after all, this is but the broken work 


-enter in, and have not been able ? Nay, who | 
zs there that have not a deſire? All the world 
of common: believers. are carried on by this 


principle of a deſire. 
We ſee now the vanity of ſuch reaſonings 
with a foul troubled for fin, and queſtion- 


ing the truth of the ſpiritual work in them- 
ſelves: ſuch kind of arguing may give ſome 


—_— 7 hath the Spirit of 
OE (> God 
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God in it, and ſome ſpiritual actings to 
pacify and perſuade it a while, becauſe it 
finds ſomething in itſelf agreeable to ſuch a 
diſcourſe ; but they are too narrow and 
weak to bear up the burden of fin, and 
legal terror: like the bottom or point of 
a top, which, though ſmall, may for ſome 
time, while it is in motion, bear up the 
body of the top; but when the motion | 
ceaſes, the top falls, having nothing propor- 
tionable to ſupport it: fo the ſoul turns 
upon ſuch hints of comfort for a while, but 
ſoon flattens again, and droops. 

This is the utmoſt ſatisfaction the dif- 
courſe of ſuch. divines can give; yet I de- 
ſpiſe them not in the light they have, ſo they 
contend not againſt the more glorious lige 
of truth; but the Lord (if he pleaſe) can 
reveal more unto them: but you will ſay, 
how will you deal then with 2 ſoul thus 
puzzled and queſtioning? I anfwer, I ſhall 
not dare to place them on any bottom of 
their own righteouſneſs, or to ſatisfy them 
by any thing only in themſelves; that would 
be to take the diſcaſe for the phyſician. 
and give to them no ointment, but the blood 
v | of _ 
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of their own wound to heal them; nor 
ſhould I take that other way, which many 
do that are of this legal ſtrain, by firſt ap- 
pPhing promiſes to them, which many times, 
_ Inſtead of drawing the ſoul to Chriſt, puts 

i further of, becauſe of ſome conditions, 
which the foul queſtioning in themſelves; 
dares not meddle” with, before it be prepar- i 
ed by Chriſt and his freeneſs. | 

But you will ſay, What way will you take 
then? I anſwer, that way which the ſcrip- 
tures reveal to me? Firſt, the laying down, 
and eſtabliſhing, and bringing forth a per- 
fe& righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and then fhewing forth the way of 
right and intereſt in this righteouſneſs, 
Which is contained in the freeſt pfomiſes 
ſor bringing ſouls to partake of this per- 
ſection and righteouſneſs, more plainly thus : 
| Chriſt crucified is the foundation and corner 
one, and rock for ſinners; the righteouſ- 
neſs of this Chriſt is every way perfect and 
complete: his righteouſneſs is that which 
hath taken away ſin, ſo as no fin is 
now to be ſatisfied for, nor no righteouſneſs 
to be wrought out by any for ſalvation; 


on 
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only all that will be ſaved are to believe their 
intereſt and right in this righteouſneſs, and 
already finiſhed ſalvation; and, for the way 
of coming by a right, or purchaſing an 
intereſt in this righteouſneſs or ſalvation, 


freeſt, cleareſt promiſes. of falvation to fin- 
ners only, by taking, receiving, and be- 
lieving, all being ready wrought to their 
So this is as good a ground for one to 
believe on as another, without any excep- 
tion: and in this way of ſalvation, to be- 
lieve, is life eternal; and not to believe 18 
condemnation: ©* He that believeth hath 
« eternal life, and he that belie veth not is 
. condemned.” And, this being a ſcriptural 
way, I would leave the ſoul upon theſe prin-" 
ciples, and under this commandment, Be- 


« the commandment,, that ye * on * 
« Son, . 

But you will fay, What if a foul anſwer, 
J cannot believe, I am not elected: I ſhall 
anſwer then to ſuch a ſoul thus, It is God's 
word, and becauſe it is a commandment, 
au 


it is held out without price, or works, in the 


« lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for this is 


ce ſtabliſhing ſouls upon any works of their 
Don, as a way, means, or ground of aſſur- 


1 righteouſneſs, becauſe I find no i 
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you are not to make objection from election 
or reprobation, againſt believing, for that 
were to ſet one part of the truth againſt 
the other: and thus you miſinterpret both 
God and his word. 

But you will ſay, How if a ſoul anſwer, 
* ee ee for all this? T anſwer, this 
being a ſcripture way, and the cleareſt way 
revealed to ſalvation, I ſhall commend ſuch 
tothe Lord, who is the only author and 
4 finiſher of faith,” Heb. xii. 2. And for 


ance, that upon ſuch or fuch a meaſure of 
e e See * 
I dare not deal in any ſuch way of o 


ble 
mark in any thing of our own ſanRification, 
" fave in a lower way of perſuaſion, or motive. 
1 find in the Old or New Teſtament ſcarce 
any believer that ſtood fo ſure, but they 
| had ſome cauſe, through fin and corruption, 
and that unregenerate law in their members, 
to ſuſpect their righteouſneſs, as David, 
and Peter, and Paul, &c. And likewiſe the 
8 | : ſtream 
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fiream of the word runs all againſt our own 
righteouſneſs. 
But you will ſay, What are all the divers 
ſcriptures which ſet us upon trial and ex- 
amination of our faith and works? I anſwer, 
there is another kind of analogy and rule 
to interpret theſe by, more principal than 
that of aſſurance for ſalvation; Theſe are 
rather marks for others than ourſelves, to 
know by: as in the epiſtle of John and 
James, &c. As for thoſe other few ſcrip- 
tures, they are rather to be interpreted to 
the teſtimony of the Spirit of God witneſſing 
and perſuading, than te the mixed, ſpiritually 
carnal works of our obedience and holi- 
neſs, which can give but a mixed act of 
aſſuratice at the beſt, being of a mixed na- 
ture of fleſh and ſpirit. | 
But you will ſay, What way e R 
would you commend to a ſoul thus trou- 
= bled? I anſwer, Chriſt in the word and 

| promiſe to believe in for aſſurance. This 
way the Lord himſelf commended to his 
diſciples, as to Peter, when he knew he 
ſhould deny him, and foretold him of it, 
and knew how it would diſcourage him, 
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and wound him; yet he puts not Peter to 
this courſe, ſaying, Peter, thou art an holy, 
obedient, loving apoſtle; remember this to 
comfort thyſelf under the denial: but he 
: ſays, e Peter, I have prayed for. thee, that 
cc thy buch fail not.” And thus he led him 
in an encouragement from a word or pro- 
miſe to believe by, and not from any thing 
in himſelf; and fo to his diſciples when he 
was to leave them, he laid them not in 
_ aſſurances thus, O my diſciples, though I 
am from you, yet ye have been thus and 
thus penitent, humble, loving, obedient; 
and let this be your ground and aſſurance 
when I am gone: but he lays in words 
and promiſes, © You believe in God, be- 
- « lieve alſo in me; I will ſend the Com- 
« forter; and, I will ſee you again: and 
theſe are the grounds for their aſſurance to 

believe by; and this was Abraham's way, 
He believed the promiſe in hope againſt 
*« hope: and fo all that walk © in the ſteps 
4 of the faith of our father Abraham. 


5 kk a+ wwo$ m— CS fy f 
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IL The unftableneſs of fuch as are not con= © 
verted in a pure goſpel way. Pos 
I onstRvE, the calling and converſion 
| which ſouls have in a legally goſpel way, 
and not from a pure, clear apprehenſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt revealed in the goſpel, cove- 
nant, or promiſes, that though there may 
be truth in ſuch a calling, and Chriſt may 
have been received, yet the manner not be- 
ing in the way of pure goſpel-diſpenſation, 
the ſoul may be exceedingly puzzled and 
perplexed: ſo though Chriſt may be truly 
there, yet not being in a goſpel, but a 
legal form, the ſoul may miſtake and loſe 
the knowledge of Chriſt: as when Chriſt 
was in the habit of a gardener, Mary knew 
kim not, and when he walked with the two 
diſciples to Emaus, they knew him not. 
And thus many under the law, though they 
had Chriſt as truly then as now, yet not in 
that form, nor manifeſted in the fleſh, and 
the free promiſes, as now: and Chriſt ob- 
ſerves this to his diſciples, . Ye believe in 
« God,” ſays he, implying how their faith 
was more carried out to God under the 
| former 
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former diſpenſation then, than himſelf: there. 
fore he adds, © Believe alſo in me;” that 
is, now let me manifeſted in ä 
truth in which you believe. 


m The "toe Ways which the Land makes 
4 dhe of to fatvation. 5 : 


x7 F 


1 OBSERVE, chat the Lord doth i improve 
many ways and means, to bring a ſoul 
under the power of the goſpel, as ſeveral 
accidents or occaſions, though. thoſe things 
are not properly or principally to be called 
the Miniſtry of Chriſt, or the Goſpel ordi- 
nances for revealing Jeſus Chriſt ; but they 
are like the chariot in which the eunuch 
rid, which was. only an outward accom- 
| modation to his receiving Chriſt, but the 
proper and more immediate means, was the 
book of the prophets, which he had with 
him in his chariot. We ſee Paul was by 

a ſudden accident brought into a way for 
the goſpel to have the free paſſage to his 
foul; nor did that accident or occaſion ſerve 
as the means of his receiving Chriſt, but 
| Ananias who was ſent to him; the means in- 
Ts Lond to be a way of con- 

ot IM | veg 
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veying the power of Chrift upon his ſoul. 
« Faith comes by hearing” the goſpel, which 
is the © power of God unto falvatien;” 
and the ſpirit comes by the preaching of 
faith. 


IV. The want of pure goſpel knowledge in 
Jiſus Chriſt is the cauſe of - many e 
lions in believers. 


I opserRve, when the Lord ſends the 
light of Jeſus Chriſt into a ſoul that hath 
formerly been in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow - 
of death, it immediately begins to ſee its 
corruptions and luſts; and if there was any 
maſter or chief ſin, which had dominion, as 
luſt,and pride, revenge, worldly-mindedneſs, 
&c. then the ſoul preſently is pricked upon 
the diſcovery of it, and there is a remorſe 
and perplexity in the ſoul: they in the 
Acts, after Peter had laid open their ſin of 
ſhedding the blood of Chriſt, were pricked 
to the heart for it, and were inwardly trou- 
bled and wounded, ſaying, © Men and bre- 
| © thren, what ſhall we do?” And if there 
be not a clear underſtanding of Jeſus Chriſt 


C und 


and the goſpel, the ſoul thus wounded wil 


or more miſerable one, even that of ſorrow- 
& ſhould not fail; his tears, and Judas's ſor- 
brethren, was miſtaken by them for a cruel and 


* foul, convinced by that ſpirit which Chriſt 


fadly under their wound or burden, not know- 
ing the nature and condition of ſuch a ſpiri- 


their wounds open; and if they pour 
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groan under many legal convictions, and will 
hardly diſtinguiſh its condition from a worſe 


ing under the power of the law. 
Had not Peter been aſſured of the love of 
Chriſt from his own mouth, “ that his faith 


Towing, would appear all of one colour and 
kind, to ſuch a beclouded apprehenſion: as Jo- 
ſeph, who, till he had opened himſelf to his 


harſh governor ; but, when they ſaw it was 
their brother Joſeph, O what meltings and em- 
bracings were then amongſt them ! Many a 


hath ſent to reprove the world of fin, "walks 


tual wound. 

Many preachers, like ſurgeons, who 
keep their patients from healing too ſoon, 
that they may make the cure the more ad- 
mired, do accordingly keep ſuch ſouls with 
in any 


thing, 
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thing, it 1s rather vinegar than oil, rather 
ſomething of the law than the goſpel; ſo 
that they are not only long in healing, and 
getting peace, through Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
they carry a ſcar with them for years, and 
are lame in their conſciences a long time 
after; like ſome poor patients that have 
had as much of the ſound fleſh cut away 
as the rotten, and ſo have been healed, 
though but to a bodily infirmity all their life- 
time. = 

All this is for want of the knowledge of 
the ſpirit of adoption being in ſuch a ſoul, 
and the ſpirit's working clear apprehenſions 
of Chriſt (as it is not enough to enlighten 
the world that there 1s a ſun, but there muſt 
be a clear body of air for the ſun to ſhine 
through), ſo there muſt be the application 
of goſpel promiſes, perſuading to faith, and 
believing in Jeſus Chriſt for the pardon of 
ſin, to ſettle, aſſure, and eſtabliſh a ſoul 
more ; and the light that comes. in through 
ſuch goſpel- applications, and power, will 


they are the woundings and meltings of 
love, and the ſpirit of adoption, not of 
5 C 2 fear 


exceedingly melt and wound a ſoul: bunt | 
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fear and bondage, but of power, love, and 
of a ſound mind. Mary wept and waſhed 
Chriſt's feet ; Peter wept bitterly, not in 
fear, but in love; witneſs her box of oint- 
ment, and Peter's profeſſion, © Lord, thou 
% knoweſt I love thee.” The ſenſations 
which this goſpel ſpirit works in the foul, 
are ſuch as bring enlargements, and flow- 
- ings, and pourings out of ſpirit; but the 
ſenſations which the law works, bring in a 
ſtraitening, a contraction, a gathering up, 
or narrowneſs in the ſpirit; and therefore it 
1s rd bondage and fear. 


V. 8 Jus Chriſt in the goſpel is the 
beſt and ſureſt way to deal with finners,. * 


IossER vx, they that are wounded for fin, 
and are enlightened to diſcern it, and are ſo 
wrought on by the ſpirit as to feel and be 
ſenſible of it, being ſenſibly taken into cove- 
nant with God in Chriſt, though their ſtrong 
heart be taken out, yet being dark in the purer 
conceiving of the goſpel, ſuch are ready 
rather to put away goſpel- promi iſes than 
to receive them, and imagine themſelves 


rather fit for judgement, | than mercy or 
| grace, 


BLOOD FREELY TO SINNERS: 53 
grace. Now if preachers run to the 
w, in their dealings with ſuch ſouls for 

their thorough humiliation, as they pre- 
tend, and not to the goſpel, and faith in 
j eſus Chriſt, they bring fire, and not water, 


more; and ſetting the everlaſting burnings 
of the law before their ſouis, put them all 
into a ſpiritual flame and vexation. "2 Ol 
| Nathan dealt otherwife with David, 

| though under the Old Teſtament, where 


there was more privilege for the law, 2 Sam. 
X11. 13. I have ſinned (faith David); the 


« than).“ This is, © To give ſtrong 
« drink to him that is ready to periſh, 
« and wine unto thoſe ' that be of an 
% heavy heart,” Prov. xiii. 6. © If any 
one fin, we have an advocate * the 
« Father, Chriſt Jeſus the Righteous.” 
Here is goſpel applied to the ſin, and the 
phyſician to the ſick, and Jeſus Chriſt to the 
very gates of a groaning ſpirit. 

I know the divinity of ſome former ages, 
V at theſe preſent times, made up all their 
C3 receipts 


to quench them, and ſo kindle them the 


« Lord hath put away thy fin (faith Na- 


for coming to Chriſt; firſt, they muſt be 
kept fo long under the law for humilia- 
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receipts for diſtreſſed ſouls, of ſo much law, 
mixed with ſo much goſpel, and uſually but a 
grain of goſpel to a pound of law; they not 
being clear enough in judgment to un- 
mingle the things which antichriſt had con- 
founded and put together, as the two teſta- 
ments, or two covenants; and not rightly diſ- 
cerning Chriſt's manner of preaching, nor 
his apoſtles, in their holding forth law and 
goſpel with proper diſtinctions. 

The apoſtle faith, Received ye the 
« Spirit by the preaching of the law, or the 
« preaching of faith?” Gal. iii. 2. They 
| that would make the law the miniſtry of 
life and Spirit, are not ſpiritually diſcern- 
ing, as the Lord hath revealed: ſuch put 
fouls upon legal methods of converſion, 


tion, contrition, and confeſſion, and then 
are to be brought to the goſpel; whereas the 
law hath no power to infuſe ſuch gracious 
paſſions into the ſoul as the goſpel calls for, 
« Bleſſed are they that mourn, and they 
« that are poor: but this is not meant of the 

1 mourning 
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mourning ſpirit under the law, nor the poor 
ſpirit under the curſe of the law for ſin; . 
but the goſpel-mourning, and goſpel- pover- 
ty, even mournings of love, like the groan- 
' ings of the turtle, Cant. ii. 12. If they 
be only ſuch as the law brings forth, and 
preſſes out of the ſoul, they are no better 
than the contritions of Eſau and Judas : but 
if they be ſuch as the law or ſpirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or the law of life and love works 
in the ſoul, then they are of a more ſpiritual 
and precious nature; but this is from the 
goſpel, and the preaching of faith. What 
law did Peter preach to Cornelius, or Philip. + 
to the Eunuch, or Ananias to Paul, or Paul 
to the Jailor and his houſehold, but only 
Jeſus Chriſt? Nor can you. find the deca- 
logue, I mean the commandment in its 
form, as a covenant preached, but to thoſe 
that were under the law, and pretended to 
ſtand by the law, and to ſet up a righ- 
teouſneſs by it, as the Phariſees and Jews 
did. Though I eſteem the law to be holy, 
Juſt, and good, as having ſomething of the 
unage of God in. it: but now we are un- 
C4 der 
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der a better, a more excellent law, a more 
ſpiritual commandment than that which 
contained but a few beams of righteouſ- 
neſs, but now an infinity of righteouſneſs: 
The goſpel, in which is the nghteouſneſs of 


| God, diſplays more glorious and ſpiritual 


commandments; and for ten, there are 
ſcores, in this righteouſneſs of God, in which 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is brought forth; 
which makes the condition of God's people 
a bleſſed condition, ſo as they ſtand righte- 
ous now in all their obedience to the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, which is the more pure, 
tranſcendent, and excellent law of the com- 
mandments of the goſpel, or the more per- 
fect rule of the righteouſneſs of God in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt; ſo as the New 
Teſtament is the law magnified in the 
goſpel, or the righteouſneſs of God and 
Chriſt more gloriouſly manifeſted. © Do 
«© we therefore make void the law by the 
e preaching of faith? Yea, we eſtabliſh the 


e law, Chriſt being the end of the law for 


ts.” 
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VI. A further opening of the doubtings of 4 
| ſoul not clearly diſcerning the power of the 
goſpel. ' SHE 
I oBseRrve, a foul that is not informed 
by a pure goſpel- light, nor apprehending 
clearly the way of faith, Chriſt, the pro: 
| miſes, and the glory of the New Teſta- 
ment, is ever unſettled, unſtable, full of fears, 
doubtings, diſtractions, and queſtionings; 
che more ſuch a ſoul is reaſoned with con- 
cerning their condition, the more they queſ= . 
tion the truth of every ſpiritual working in 
them: this comes from the power of the 
law working on their conſciences, whicht 
is more powerful to convince and accuſe 
them, than the goſpel is to excuſe or ac- 
quit them, having more of the miniſtry of 
condemnation in their eyes than the mi- 

niſtry of life, and Jeſus Chriſt; Satan 
taking advantage of their legal condi- 
tion, ſtirs up jealouſies and doubts; and ſo 
much as there is of legal apprehenſions, ſo 
much there is to hinder the bringing in 
the kingdom of God to the ſoul, which is 
OP peace, and joy: and therefor? 
8 under 
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under the Old Teſtament, where they ſaw 
the blood of Chriſt only through the blood 
of bulls and goats, and heard the apoſtles 
afar in the prophets, and were brought to 
the mountain that ſmoked, they lived in 
much bondage; and being under the law 
till the fulneſs of time that the ſeed came, 
were like ſervants, though heirs; © The 
. « heir, differing then nothing from a ſer- iſ 
e yant, though he was Lord of all.” 
Nothing but taking in the law, with its 
acculings or-condemnations, can trouble the 
peace and quiet of any ſoul; for “ where 
« there is no law there is no tranſgreſſicn,” 
and where there is no tranſgreſſion there is no 
conſcience of ſin, all trouble ariſing from the 
voice of the law demanding ſatisfaction of 
the ſoul for the breach of it, and ſuch ſa- 
tisfaction which the | foul knows it cannot 
give, and thereby jt remains unquiet, like 
a debtor that hath nothing to pay; the 
law too being , naturally in the conſcience, 
as the apoſtle faith, the conſcience accuſ- 
ing, or elſe excuſing: it is no marvel that 
ſuch ſhould be troubled for fin; and un- 
pacified ; the law having ſuch a party with- 
| m 
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in engages againſt them, which holding 
an agreement with the external. law in let- 
ters, or tables of ſtone, muſt needs work 
ſtrongly upon the ſpirits of ſuch as ares 
but weakly and faintly enlightened, and are 
not furniſhed with goſpel enough to anſwer 
the indictments, the convictions, the terrors, 
and the curſes, which the law brings: there- 
fore all the power of Chriſt and the goſpel, 
is to be applied to raiſe up ſuch ſouls, from 
under the power of thoſe ſtones arid bur- 
dens which the law rolls upon them: ſuch 
are to have more goſpel than ordinary ap- 
plied, becauſe they have ſo much law within 
them; ſuch are to be ſhewn the refuge from 
that ſtorm, viz. that they are not now © un- 
« der the law, but under grace, the law 
* hath no more dominion over them, and 
they being dead unto that huſband,” are 
now upon a © new foundation, Jeſus 
« Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner- 
ce ſtone;” and we ſhould ſay to ſuch, © let 
e not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in 
* God, believe alſo in Jeſus Chriſt,” “. 


C6 VII. The 


— 


enlightened, or receiving Chriſt, yet there 
claſping about the name of Chriſt, in the 


Chhriſt, in ſuch, as ſome who delight moſt in 
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VII. The workings of the Spirit of Chrif 
. in a foul, though not ſo dearly enlightened. 
. 1 ossxnvx, that in a ſoul, though legally 


are certain goſpel workings whereby it will 
appear that Jeſus Chriſt 1s there.. 
1. There is a cloſing, or faſtening, or 


promiſes of the goſpel, eſpecially ſome of the 
freeſt and fulleſt of grace; for they can only 
find ſome freedom of going out towards 


- men of eaſy and hearty behaviour, and can 


| ſooner make a friend of them than any other; 


and if there be any promiſes with the leaſt 
condition of repentance, &c. they dare not 


meddle with ſuch, ſuſpecting themſelves not 


enough prepared for them, and ſuſpecting 
theſe promiſes, like ſome ſtrangers, of- tao 
narrow. a behaviour for them to be familiar 
with; like a modeſt homely maid that is un- 


willing to go abroad into company of greater 
quality than herſelf, leſt ſhe ſhould not be 


well thought on, or kindly received, being too 


mean or ill-bred for their ſociety, ſo are the 
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| fouls of ſuch who keep at a diſtance from the 
conditional promiſes. 

2. There is in ſuch ſome breathings' of” 
ſoul to God, ſome flowings out of ſpirit, 
| ſome meltings of heart in prayer and diſpo- 
| fitions, like a birth newly quickened, where= 
in are many motions of life; ſo where 


= Chriſt is newly formed, like a lock in 


rune, there is in every wheel and every 
ward turnings and movements. My be- 
« Joved,” ſaith the ſpouſe, * put in his hand 
« by the hole of the door, and my bowels 
were moved for him. I roſe up to open 
« to my beloved, and my hands dropped 
« with myrrh, and my fingers with ſweet 
« ſmelling myrrh, upon the handle of the 
% lock.” 
23. There is in them a feeret nnd 
againſt ſin and luſt, or corruption; the Spirit 
that is come in, is. a pure, a clean, an holy 
Spirit; and all the motions and operations 
of it, are to make the ſoul and body clean 
and ſpiritual ; as they that are of a neat and 
fine diſpoſition, will not live in a room un- 
ſwept, and ungarniſhed: S I have put off 
my coat,” faith the ſpouſe, how ſhall 
FT, put 
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J put it on? I have waſhed my feet, 
« how ſhall I defile them?” And © he 
c that hath this hope,” faith the apoſtle, 
« purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure.“ 
And having received the promiſes, there 
will bea cleanſing themſelves from all 


_ « filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit: for 
what communion hath light with dark- 


cc neſs?” 


4. There are in ſuch fouls acts of com- 
munion with God in his ſeveral ordinances, 


by the Spirit of Chriſt; ſuch will find 


a power and efficacy, a reliſh and ſweet- 


neſs, a ſtirring and awakening in the word 
preached; in prayer, in ſpiritual conference, 
in every ordinance, which others that are 
yet merely formal do not experience ; 
though it fares often with ſuch, as with 


Samuel when he was young, the Lord 


called him, but he thought it had been Eli 
that ſpoke; he was not acquainted with 
the voice and ſpeakings of the Spirit of 


God: ſo the ſouls of ſuch know not the 
Word nor Spirit in their fouls many times; 


the voice of Chriſt is not heard for the 
yoice of Moſes, nor the yoice of grace 
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for the voice of the law; and they know 
not when the Lord breathes or comes, as 
Elijah, © whether in the wind, or in the 
« fire,” whereas he 1s in the ſtill ſmall voice 
of the goſpel: there are many things which 
hinder ſuch in their diſcernings and percery- 
ings of the Spirit of Chriſt; not only things, 
but the paſſions and legalneſs of their own 
ſpirits which troubles both their ſpiritual 
hearing and ſeeing; and that makes them 
walk fo little in the Spirit, and be at ſuch 
a loſs in their communion with God : 
all this is for want of bringing the foul 
more out into the glory of the goſpel, called 
the © Miniftration which exceeds in glory, 
« till with open face they behold, as in a 
« plaſs, the glory of the Lord; which 
glory would exceedingly force away the 
darkneſs, clouds of ignorance, fears, and 
doubts from the ſoul, which like ſmoke 
ariſe from the fire and kindling of the law 
in weak believers. We know how green 
wood with fire in it, will ſet all the room on a 
ſmoke; fo believers whoſe ſpiritual princi- 
ples are but green, having ſparks of the 
law, and the curſe for fin kindling in them, 
f will 
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will have more ſmoke than light: therefore 
they are called ſmoking flax, I will not 
e quench the ſmoking flax.” 


963 = 


CHAP. III. 
Of the party s falling into the . fins in ſome. 
. meaſure, which they had lived in, in theis 


_ wnregenerate ſtate, from whence all their late 
bondage proceeded. 


Qn. 1 Pray relate to me how long 
you continued in your backſliding ſtate, till 
the Lord let you ſee it, to the terror of your 
foul, as you thought? 

Aid. No long time; for I ſaw it ſhortly 
after: then I had great terrors, almoſt in a 
deſpairing way, and then I queſtioned all my 
aſſurances and evidences of God's love and 
© the promiſes I had received. | 

I chen went to my friend the preacher, 
full of terror, who deſired to know the cauſe, 
and I told him, | 
He aſked me, how it came to be fo with 


me? I told him, through vioknce of temp 
tation and natural — 


z | He 


a 
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He told me, the ſin was not mine, only ſo 
far as I conſented: but that could not fatisfy 
He aſked me, If God were not able to 
forgive it; I told him, I queſtioned not 
God's ability, but his will. 

- I defired ſome particular inſtance of kim 
of any falling into the ſame fin again, 1 
knew the ſaints of God had fallen into 
divers great fins, but not into the ſame; he 
then alleged to me that of the prophet re- 
ſpecting backſliding Iſrael; but becauſe he 
could not clear to me that it was the ſame 
fin, I was not comforted by it. Many and 
divers promiſes, both he and all the reſt 
applied unto me; I was OR refreſhed, 
yet but for a while. | 

They chid me oftentimes, ny aid, 1 
looked for a certain meaſure of grace, which 
I did not, but the truth of grace in me; and 
indeed they never told me of any promiles, 
but what had certain qualifications in chem, 
which made me queſtion all. : 

Q: It ſeems then this was your caſe : you 
could not perſuade yourſelf of the truth of 
your light, becauſe of your returning to ſin; 

nor 
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nor find ſuch conditions in yourſelf, upon 

which you could rightly, as you thought, 

apply the promiſes; TI pray let me know 
| ſome particular temptations you have had, 
if you think good? 

A. I was tempted to make away myſelf, 
leſt the longer I lived, the more I ſhould 
diſhonour religion. | | 
Satan came again, tempted me to eat ſome- 
thing with pins in it, to choak myſelf, that 
it might not appear how I died; which I 

did: but, in mercy, I found no harm; the 

Lord prevented I know not how. 

Many times I have been tempted by 
divers means to deſtroy myſelf, but was ſtill 
prevented by ſeveral providences. 

I have been much tempted to keep 
alone, at which times, the temptations I had, 
came in always moſt violently, and furi- 
ouſly, ſo that I could ſcarce hold; I was 
almoſt beſide myſelf. 

The Lord once, when I thought to bows 
ſtabbed myſelf, ſent in a wicked fellow, who 
brought a book and read, by which I was 
mercifully — 


I found 
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n I found ſtill in all my temptations I was 
55 prevented by ſome providence, and upheld. 

If in the temptation, I could but: get to 
d, conſider once, then it ended; and in this 
courſe I have lived and continued moſtly. 
d 


OBSERVATIONS.” 


I. The danger of placing aſſurance princpaly is 
mortiſication of fin. * 8 
I oBsERVE, that Satan doth tempt our 
natural corruption exceedingly, to the ſame 
ſins which have reigned in us in the 
times of our unregenerate condition: that 
he may the more eaſily draw us to un- 
belief, and perſuade us againſt the love of 
God in Chrift, and to queſtion our call - 
ing; becauſe we are naturally apt to mea- 
ſure our graces and God's love to us by 
the mortification of ſin in us, or our dy- 
ing to former luſts; and, if we find it other- 
wiſe than we would wiſh, we preſently let 
go our hold upon the promiſes, and ſlacken 
our believing, and perſuade ourſelves, that 
becauſe it is thus, and thus, with us, and cor- 
ruption 


* 
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ruption quickening again, that we are de- 
ceived in ourſelves, and that the Spirit was 
never in us; becauſe we find a going back, 
and falling again into the ſame way we did 
at firſt. I confeſs, as to natural things, the 
outward effects do give the beſt affurance, 
concerning the truth of their eſſence, or 
being; but, that is not the way to get ſpiri- 
tual aſſurances; they come as well by way 
of word and promiſe, as work and operation. 
. en be in 17 8 N 
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mines its ſpiritual ſtate or condition, by 
calling to mind former ways and times of 
uncleanneſs, and by comparing times and 
ſeaſons, the latter with the former; and 
the aſſurances and comforts of many, are 
raiſed upon this very foundation of com- 


pariſons; therefore, if Satan can force them, 
or entice them into any part of their former 
converſation, he knows he can exceedingly 
puzale and perplex them, and keep them 
| long 
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long under bondage. I know the the apoſtle 
ſets forth the churches” ſtate of Corinth, &c. 
by comparing of times; © ſuch were ſome f 
« you, but ye are waſhed, &c.” But this 
is not by way of putting true believers 
upon a method for aſſurance; but in de- 
ſcribing and comparing the outward ſtate of 
the church with what they were before. 
And hence it is, that relapſing and falling 
again into the ſame ſins, do bring ſuch 
anguiſh and terror upon ſuch ſouls, even 
almoſt to confuſion of face; nay,” many 
ſouls through this one ſnare go deſperately 
forward to ſin upon a new ſcore or tally ; 
as if it were in vain for them to perſuade 
themſelves of Chriſt, or the love of God, 
but rather to ſin it out in this life, not con- 
ſidering © that the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
« from all fin,” 1 John i. 7. and that 
if c we ſin, we have an advocate with the 
« Father,” 1 John ii. 1. Such go on in 
an empty and half deſpairing belief of falva- 
tion; like ſome bankrupts, that having once 
broken, run deſperately more and more 
into debt; and finding themſelves unable- to 
diſcharge ſome, they take no care for any: 
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as they who ſaid, © It is vain to ſerve God; 
« and what profit is it that we have kept 
& his ordinance?” Mal. iii. | 


UI. The 8 condition in this þ ife conf 72 
more in being juſtified from fin, than cleanſed 
From it. 

I oBsERVE 3 that a ſoul which i 13 
once brought into the entanglement of 
| backſliding, eſpecially ſuch as have no 
clear goſpel light nor underſtanding to un- 
deceive or unwind themſclves, fall under 
very ſad temptations at length: for whither 
may not Satan roll ſuch a poor ſoul, that 
is tumbling down the hill already? And 
they that weigh their ſtate of Grace only in 
the ſcale of mortification of ſin, as it is 
commonly taken for dying to particu- 
lar acts, cannot be fo infallibly per ſuad- 
ed, as they that place their aſſurance 
moſt in the blood and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt; in the free Promiſes; ; becauſe: ſin 
hath more to work on, in us, than the 
ſpirit; and in this life, the ſin is more taken 
away than the, luſt; and our bleſſedneſs con- 
fiſts in having the curſe of it removed, 


: though 
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though the corruption remains, ſo that we 
may glory in our juſtification more than in 
our ſanctification, and our forgiveneſs for 
ſin, more than our cleanſing from ſin; “ For 
„the juſt ſhall live by faith,” which is not 
a life of ſenſe and ſanctification merely, but 
a life of believing for life, in another, even 
in Chriſt; and therefore our he is ſaid to be 
hid with Chriſt, and Chriſt is called our 
life; © When Chriſt who is our life,” &c. 
I ſpeak now to believers who are weak and 
wounded for ſin, not to the carnal and un- 

regenerated, who live in fin. 


IV. The greateſt temptations upon ſinning in an 
enlightened condition. | 

I onstRve, that the temptations of ſelf- 
murdering, and ſelf-deftroymg, are much 
from an inward perplexity and reſtleflneſs of 
ſoul for fin, in an enlightened condition; fo 
that © a wounded fpirit who can bear it?” 
And that a yielding up the ſoul to the leaſt 
violence of temptation is very dangerous: and 
that the fury of temptation is beſt allayed 
by prayer and the word of God, fo gaining 
time upon the temptation, and not cloſing 
3 with 
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with it. Theſe are the fiery darts the apoſ- 
tle ſpeaks of; darts, becauſe they come as 
ſhot into the ſoul; and fiery, as enflaming 
the fpirit; whereas the Spirit of God is a 

pure, peaceable, and eaſy to be entreated 
Spirit, his workings gentle and gracious : 
temptations are quick, violent, and raging, 
are beſt reſiſted in Chriſt's own way and 
manner: he did not ſubmit, or ſtand heark- 
ening and parleying, but applied the word 
preſently in his own power againſt them: 
it · is written thus and thus. And in the 
apoſtle's way, © reſiſt the devil, and he will 
ce flee from you;” neither give place to 
the devil. And amongſt all the ſpiritual 
artillery, the ſhield of faith is the ſtrongeſt: 
we preſently believe Satan from ourſelves, 
but we muſt believe unto victory through 
another, even through Chriſt, in whom we 
are more than conquerors, as the apoſtle 
faith; not by reaſoning or arguing, for then 
we fight againſt a temptation in our own 
power, but by believing in Chriſt's power. 


V. That 
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v. That backſliding or relapſing is much miſ- 


| taken, and mortification of fin ;—of the more 
myſtical mortification believers have. 

I o85ERve, that this one miſtake in ſome 
preachers and people, hath deceived many, 
that a ſoul converted doth ſcarce fall back in- 
to the ſame ſin; and that ſuch a fall or re- 
lapſe is a ground for us to queſtion all. 

Now we muſt know, that the ſpring 
and fountain from whence that ſin flowed, 
which was a powerful ſin in the unregenerate 
ſtate, as © luſt, or the law in the members, or 
te the body of ſin, or the fleſh;” there are all 
theſe, and more names for ſinful nature: Now 


the converting a ſoul to Chriſt, doth not dry 


up this fountain of ſinful nature, nor take it 
quite away, but there is ſtill a power in the 
fleſh to luſt againſt the ſpirit, ſo that it is 
both poſſible and eaſy for the ſame particular 
ſin or act of corruption to break out 
and appear upon the juncture of the ſame 
temptation, God taking off for a time his 
power of reſtraint and ſpirit. We know cor- 
ruption may gather ſtrength in the regenerate 
| "00 | ones, 


74 THY FLOWINGS OF CHRIST'S 
ones, and ſo the fountain may bubble at the 
ſame place after converſion that it did before. 
Converſion takes not away corruption from 

the nature of man, but ingrafts or plants in, a 
new nature of ſpirit into the nature of man, 
which weakens, and impairs, and works 
againſt the power of the fleſh. The inward 


growing of the new man cauſeth a periſhing 
of the old or outward man ; and we being 


regenerated in the ſecond Adam, who is 
the quickening ſpirit, our old man, or Adam 
the firſt, with his former luſts, is put off daily; 
yet not ſo put off but we may be much de- 
ceived in our account of it; for there is great 
deceitfulneſs in mortification of ſin, as it is too 
commonly received. The not actings of fin, 
or conceivings of luſt, is not pure mortifica- 
tion; becauſe there may be luſt or ſinful na- 
ture, and yet that luſt, through the power of 
ſome law, covenant, promiſe; or legal watch- 
fulneſs, as is uſual with ſome under legal con- 
verſion, may be ſo kept under that it breaks 
not out, and yet it is there; as in paring of 
the nails, or cutting of the hair, or pruning: 
of the tree, cre eee but not a 


cutting 


. 


„ 
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cutting out, nor an eradicating or rooting up 
of ſuch a nature; and fo, look ye, there may 
be a breaking out, a ſpringing again; and fo 
in corruption or ſinful nature. Thus I con- 
ceive it is rather tradition than truth, that 
converted perſons can ſcarce relapſe into the 
ſame particular fins. By ſome we have been 
told of a ſtrange power which contrition or 
repentance brings with it, to the melting away 
the former fin quite, or at leaft to lay in ſuch 
a ſpiritual reſtraint upon the ſoul, that it ſhall 
ſcarce ever commit the ſin of its 


unregenerate ſtate again; for my part I like 


the notion well, if it did not caſt a ſnare up- 


on ſouls that are weak, and, like CNN 


of a backſliding nature. 

As for example, if one ride through a tony 
way where he hath often fallen, his falls may 
make him ride more watchfully and care- 
fully, but they cannor feeury him * fall- 
ing again. x 
But ſurely, rhoetifienGon of {in is not pro- | 
perly underſtood; it is not the reſtraint or 
legal watchfulneſs over a particular ſin, in 


which manyaPapiſt, as well as legal proſeſſor, 


abound, as it were preſerving the ſoul by a 
"2 EW carnally 
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carnally ſpiritual carefulneſs from a fin, as 
a keeper that hath a lion in a chain, who is 
only tame, becauſe he cannot break out; nor 
is it only a ſpiritual change, or transforming 
power, which the Holy Spirit brings into 
our nature, but it is a more ſpiritual thing: 
it is an implanting or embodying with Chriſt 
in the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, paſſion, 
death, and reſurrection; and it is a dying 
to the dominion of ſin more than to the na- 
ture of fin, even to the ſting and ſtrength of 
fin, which is the law, as the apoſtle faith ; for 
i the not acting ſuch or ſuch a fin, or the 
' ſpiritually carnal change, as the ſanctification 
in this life is, there being no pure indwelling 
inherent righteouſneſs in any, if this were 
pure mortification, then not only your Popiſh 
anchorets, or bermits, would excel, who live 
in their cells or wilderneſs ; keeping their 
corruptions as gaolers keep their priſoners, 
in irons and grates, . that they break not 
out, and wander abroad, as other men's 
corruptions that have more liberty do; yet 
they are as bad as the reſt, like thoſe in a 
priſon, who are as very thieves in the dun- 


- 
** * * 


Seon, 
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geon, as they that are robbing on the high- 
Way. 

But further, there would be ſomething of 
our ſanctification, which we might call our 
, righteouſneſs; and ſo in time we ſhould be 

as confident as they who wilt not loſe the 
merit of their own works. 

I. ſpeak thus, you ſee, to further and ad- 
vance a goſpel-mortification, or a dying to fi in 
in the power and life of Chriſt, for it lays in 
that as well as the ſpiritual nature, or new 
man: but I would not have the power of 
mortification, and converſion from ſin, miſ— 
taken, as conſiſting in the not acting ſuch 
or ſuch a particular ſin which was acted be- 
fore, or merely in the party- coloured change, 
or inchoative ſanctification only; we know 
what an overvaluing of that hath brought, 
becauſe ſuch a mortification is too low and 
legal for true believers; but in that implant- 


ation and myſtical ingrafting the ſoul into 


the glorious fellowſhip of Chriſt, his death, 
&c. As for inſtance, we put not a man's 
living and excellency of reaſon in an out- 
ward motion of the body, or ſome one or 
two reaſonable words ſpoken, but in the life, 
D 3 and 
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and ſoul, and glorious ſpirit within him. We 
put not the glory of the light in the windows 
or panes of glaſs where it ſhines, perhaps 
clearly too, but in the body of the fun, the 
fountain of light below; ſo pure and ſpiritual 
mortification conſiſts radically or principally 
in our fellowſhip and union with him who 
killed fin in-our nature in the body; and 
thus we are ſpiritually and myſtically dead to- 
fin ; and that corruption which is within us, 
will not be able to live long under the power 
of ſuch a ſpiritual death and nature as Chriſt's 

is, but will waſte and die daily, though ſtill 
pure mortification conſiſts not principally in 
the not indwelling of corruption, but in our 
implantation into felowſhip with Chrift; for 
i ſuch dying of corruption were true mortifi- 
| cation, then they that are dead in their graves, 
and can fin no more actually, or they that 
are on their fick bed, and are unable to per- 
ſorm certain ſins, were mortified perſons. - 

No, it is an higher myſtery to be morti- 
fied to ſin, than not to fin, or not act cor- 
ruption, to be ſpintually changed by the 
Spirit, or ſpiritual nature within; nor dare 
any interpret the matter, as if they that were 
thus 


BLOOD FREELY TO SINNERS. 79 
us ſpiritually mortified, need not ftrive 
againſt fin, or the ſtrength, or the growing 
& it in the fleſh or nature. No, that were a 
contradiction, and is an impoſſibility; for the 
cberiſhing corruption, and fomentmg, or 
nouriſhing ſinful nature, will no more agree 
with ſuch a ſpiritually, myſtically, mortified 
behever, than liberty to fin will agree with 
aſſurince of pardon for ſm in the fame child 
of Gad. Shew me any taken into the fellow-- 
ſhip of Chriſt's death, that can make ſuch 
proviſion for fin: I ſpeak not of ſome parti- 
cular acts only, and that is the reaſon we 
read in Scriptures of fo little converſation in - 
fin, or cominuing in fin, in the ſaints and be- 
lie vers of old. 5 

Nor do the Scriptures aſcride the image 
of Satan to juſtified men, though they may 
fall into particular ſins, calling them wicked 
men, though the things they might happen ta - 
fall into were ſo: as in David's uncleanneſs, 
Job's paſſion, Moſes' unbelief, Peter's curſings, 
Jonah's rebellion. No, but the image of Sa- 
tan is aſcribed to, and ſtamped on the chil- 
dren of the fleſh, that are unregenerate, and 
under the curſe, as in Cain, Eſau, Jeroboam, 

| D 4 Ahab, 
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Ahab, Judas. Such are wicked men in the 
Scriptures' account, who are unregenerat 
and wicked by nature, not from any partice- 
lar action. As a tree is not evil, becauſe it 
may bear an evil fruit, but becauſe it 5 mi- 
rurally an uncultivated evil tree. 


The ſum of the myſtery of martification of 11 in 
a believer. 

Ix a word, to gather up this 9 bf 
mortification of ſin into a few plain words, 
that it may be more clear, both to the com- 
forting weak believers that are wounded for 
fin, andto help all believers more powerfully 
againſt ſin, in the mortifying of it. 

1. Firſt let this be conſidered, that mor- 
tification of ſin conſiſts not in the negative 
or not committing ſin; for then children, 
and civilly-moral men, were mortified per- 
ſons. 

2. That the fountain of ſin, or ſinful na- 
ture, is not wholly taken away by the ſpiritual 
nature begun in regeneration, or the new 
birth. - | | 
3. That pure mortification of fin con- 
kits not in the negative, or mere abſence of 


the 


o 
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the body of ſin; for then dead or ſick men 


were mortified perſons. 

4: That the pure ſpiritual and myſtical 
fountain for the mortification of ſin, is © the 
« being planted er in the likeneſs of 
ce Chriſt's death, our old man being crucified 
« with him,” Rom. vi. 6. Our union with 
Chriſt, our Head, our Righteouſneſs, our 
Vine. : 

Now from theſe things thus N we 

may draw this imference concerning mortifi- 
cation of ſin. 

That they who are myſtically and ſpi- 
ritually planted into Chriſt, are partakers of 
the power of his death, which is that higheſt, 
pureſt, and moſt myſtical mortification that 
any have; and with this there goes a ſpiritual 
power, transforming and changing the whole 
man from former luſts: and this latter is 
called, © a putting on of the new man, and 
“ a being renewed in ſpirit and in mind, 
ce and a putting off the old man which is 
« corrupt,” Eph. iv. 22, 23; Coloſſ. iii. o. 

Now that power whereby ſin is perfectly 
mortified, is our union with Chriſt, our be- 
ng planted in the fellowſhip of his death, 

D 5 though 
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though imperfectiy, or in part, mortified in 
_ ourſelves, for beſide that transformed, or 
ſpiritual nature, there is a body of fin in a be- 
lever, more or leſs, till he lays down this body, 
and takes it up a more glorious one. So that a 
believer is to conſider himſelf completely dead 
to fin only in the © fellowſhip of Chrift's 
“ death myſtically,” and to conſider himſelf 
only dying to fin in his own nature ſpiritual- 
ly ; fo that in Chrit only he is complete, and 
in himſelf imperfect at the beſt. We are 
« complete in him,” faith the apoſtle, Coloſſ. 
ii. 10. Yet there is ſuch a power and effica- 
cy, and mighty working in this myſtical 
union and fellowſhip with Chriſt, that he ſhall 
find fin dying in him by this, the Spirit work- 
ing moſt in the virtue of this; this being like 
the ſpice, or the ſpirit in the wine, that makes 
it powerful and quick: therefore we are faid 
to be < riſen with Chrift, and to die with 
ct Chrift, and our life to be hid in Chriſt,” 
Coloſſ. iii. 1, 2, 3; Chriſt being the Life, 
Power, Virtue, and Energy of the ſpirit: and 
the more of Chriſt we take againſt fin, the 
greater and ſurer will our victory againſt cor- 
ruption and n and this would be well 
245 obſerved 
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obſerved by thoſe that are a little legally bi- 
aſſed, or led to mortify fin by * vows, pro= , 
te miſes, ſhunning occaſions, removing temp- 
te tations, ſtrictneſs, and ſeverity, in duties,” 
forgetting that the fear of hell and judg- 
ment never riſe ſo _ for mortification as 
Chriſt. ä — 

Now theſe in them ſelves are e Dur empty, 
weak means of prevailing againſt ſin; like 
the mighty fails of a ſhip, without either 
wind or tide: many of thoſe do dwell in 
their place and order, like oars in a boat, 
which, though it be carried with the tide, if 
well managed, they may help it to go the 

faſter; ſuch as ſhunning occaſions, ſtrict- 
neſs and ſeverity in duties, and watch- 
fulneſs. But Chriſt crucified is the power of 
God to all, and in all that believe; it is. 
- Chriſt lifted up, as Moſes lifted up the ſer- 
pent, which ſtrikes more ſoundneſs into the 
wounded beholder, than any other merely le- 
gal way or experiment, wherein many beliey- 
ers have toiled, and carnally fiſhed, all their 
time for power over ſome corruptions; who, 
825 Peter and the reſt, have caught little or 
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nothing, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt was not in the 


company. 
There is danger in laying too much weight on the 


in believers. 


To conclude, I would have men take heed 


how they make converſion conſiſt in a morti- 


fication of that particular ſin or act which was 


the ſin of an unregenerate condition, leſt, 
While they lay down a law to prevent a ſin- 


ning again, or a fecond wounding by the 


fame fin, they make that fin, if committed 


again (as it may be), wound the beliey- 
er more, even to the danger of unbelief; 
than which there can be nothing greater 


to hinder true mortification; becauſe un- 


belief keeps the ſoul and Chriſt as it were 
aſunder, and from cloſing in the ſoul's 
own apprehenſion; and all that time there 
can be little payer brought home from 


Chriſt by faith againſt that ſin. My reaſons 
are theſe : 


1. Becauſe that ſinful nature 1s not whol- 
ly healed in | this life; ſo there remains a na- 
tural 
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tural inclination to that particular ſin, as well 
as another; nay, rather becauſe nature is 
more biaſſed towards it than any other. 

2. The wound, pricking, or ſorrow, that 5 
a ſoul enlightened by Jeſus Chriſt feels for 
that ſin, is not of ſuch an exceeding, or ra- 
ther infinite virtue, as to aboliſh it, or to lay 
in ſuch a perpetual impreſſion upon the ſoul, 
that the ſoul ſhould live under the image of 
that remorſe and wound, and ſo never dare, 
or adventure, to commit it again: I find no 
ſuch laſting, and continuing, and firm, or 
thorough work in the ſpiritual motions, ope- 
rations, and impreſſions, but by degrees. 
Chriſt upbraided his diſciples how ſoon their 
« hearts were hardened ;” and we find the 
ppiritual affection and reſolution of Peter, 
wherein his ſoul was raiſed up on high, waſt- 
ing and flatting into a denial; « The gales 
and breathings of the Spirit are like the 
ce wind,” John iii. which makes a thing move 
or tremble while the power of the air is 
upon it; but as that ſlackens or breathes, ſo 
doth it. e 
3. There is no promiſe that I can find for 
the preſent, againſt the never committing 


* 
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again ſuch a particular a& or ſin which one 
lived in, in his unregenerate ſtate. I know 
there are differences made, and certain marks 
ſet down to know a fin by that is commit- 
ted in a regenerate ſtate, as the weakneſs, 
and contrary diſpoſitions or reluctancy, 
in which it is committed, as Paul implies in 
Rom. vii. &c. Though herein ſome of our 
divines may be puzzled in their way of 
_ diſcrimination too; for take a man in the 
ſtrength of natural or common light, living 
under the word of a powerful preacher, by 
which his candle, as Solomon faith, is better 
lighted than it was, ſuch a man ſhall fin 
againſt as feeming ſtrong conviftions as the 
other, if not more. 

But et band otecie thine 
are certain dampings of Satan, and fleſh, and 
blood, together with the withdrawings of the 
Spirit on God's part, that will puzzle the beft 
that goes fo exactly by marks and ſenſe more 
than by faith; for the way of the Spirit is 
not ſo groſs, and carnal, and diſcernible, as 
the divinity of former times, and of ſome of 
this preſent age, wo ild make it. It is as 
< hard to trace and find the impreſſions of 

5 « the 
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cc « the Spirit, as the way of a bird,” as Solo- 
mon ſays, © in the air.” The Spirit that is 
of God knows only the way of the Spirit; 
and the apoſtle ſpeaks © many things too,” 
as he fays, © becauſe of the infirmity of our 
« fleſh ;” we muſt not therefore form up the 
things of the Spirit too much for the feelings 
of fleſh and blood; and they that write ſo of 
a © regenerate man's eftate,” and ſet us 
down ſuch infallible ſigns as we meet with 
commonly, do take their experiences too low 
and carnally, miſtaking the allegory and 
way of the word or ſcriptures, which ſpeaks 
of © things becauſe of the infirmity of our 
« fleſh;” ſuch would write of ſpiritual 
workings, as philoſophers upon moral vir- 
tues, and bring down the Spirit into the 
very allegory, and ſo allegorize and incar- 
nate, or make fleſhly, the things of the 
Spirit: and fo do many both preach and 
write of regeneration as a work of nature, 
though not a natural work. 

4. The reſtraints of the Spirit, or that law 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the ſoul, is not circum- 
{cribed 'to the ſoul, concerning particular 
acts or ſins, but only concerning the power 
of 
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of ſinful nature in general, to the weaken- 
ing and deſtroying of that ; neither are the 
particular laws or commandments in the 
goſpel always in their power upon the ſoul; 
but when the Spirit of Chriſt doth take 
them, and apply them, and quicken them 
unto the ſoul, and put a ſpiritual majeſty * 
on them. | 


The concluſion, concerning the . and ſbi 
ritual mori cation. 


To conclude, the experiences of the Spi- 
rit in thoſe that are ſpiritual, are not all in 
one degree, ſome more, ſome leſs; and the 
law of the Spirit, in thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
will carry them againſt the law of fin and 
fleſh; becauſe it is both contrary to the fleſh, 
being likewiſe of a ſpiritual and transforming 
n Rure; and fo gathers ſtrength in us, againſt 
the body of ſin, and is ſtill working itſelf a 
greater part, and dominion in us, and fa- 
ſhioning us like unto Jeſus Chriſt, both in 
_ righteouſneſs, and true holineſs; and the 
people of the Lord are very rarely found in 
the great ſins of their unregenerate eſtate, eſ- 
| Pecially, if they were groſs ones, ſuch as the 
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fight of their natural conſcience abhors, as | 
well as the purer light of the Spirit, viz. 
adultery, murder, blaſphemy, theft, &c. 
they being doubly armed againſt them, and 
ſo may more rarely commit them; but 
ſuch particular acts or ſins as are not ſo 
clearly condemned by the light of natural 
conſcience, as ſome kind of concupiſcence, 
inordinate affections, wrath, &c. they may 
the more eaſily be committed again, becauſe 
the light of nature is but faint or little, that 
oppoſes them, or takes part with the light of 


the Spirit againſt them. 


Theſe things may be ſufficient to let us ſee 
into the nature of backfliding in the regene- 
rate ones, and to bind up the broken-hearted 
that are fallen, as well as to ſhew a more ex- 


cellent way to keep from . in the 


ſtrength of Feſus Chriſt. 
And therefore let this be written upon the 
heart, and on the palms of the hands of Ml; 
both wounded and whole believers. 
That being planted into Chriſt, and the 
fellowſhip of his death, completely mortifies 


us to ſin; yet we are but dying to fin in the 


ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual mortification of our ſinful nature 


in this life: and therefore let not any that a1 
have ſtumbled into particular acts of fin de- A 


ſpair, conſidering they are perfectly dead or o 
mortified in Chriſt ; nor let ſuch a complete 
and glorious way of mortification tempt any 
to a neglect of mortification of ſm in the bo. il 
dy, no more than the Free Grace of God in ill 1 
r 
* 

ü 

| 


Some eures concerning | falling ewe in- 
terpreted. 

Zur for all this, there are certain ſcrip- 
tures which have the ſound of much terror 
in them againſt backſliders, as in Heb. vi. 
4, 5: © For it is impoſſible for thoſe that 
« were once enlightened,” &c. and in 2 Pet. 
ii. 20, 21: For it had been better for 
« them not to have known the way,” and 
ſome others of this ſort. t 
No, theſe places are much miſinterpret- 
ed; for theſe concern not true believers, but 
fuch as fall from a common enlightening, as 
in Heb, vi. 8; 2 Pet. ii. 22; and form a 
TE profeſſion, 
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profeflion, not having the power of God 
and the Spirit in it; but ſo far as to bring 
them into the number of believers, or church 
of viſible ſaints, of whom John ſpeaks tus: 
« They went out from us, becauſe they 

« were not of us;” yet the apoſtles write 
thus to the churches, becauſe they ſhould 
know that a form of profeſſion merely, can- 
not ſecure any, unleſs there be the power; 
and theſe cautions, which do more immedi- 
ately and directly belong to apoſtates and 
falſe proſeſſors, alſo have their uſe upon true 
believers and faints to produce quickening, 
heart- ſearching, and watchfulneſs, cloſe- 
walking with God, and of praiſe, that they 
whom the Lord preſerves from ſuch apoſta- 
cy, may be more awakened to glorify his 
Free Grace upon themſelves that ſtand, as 
appears in Heb. vi. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
15, 16, 17, 18. In which places the apoſ- 
tle raiſes up their thoughts into the im- 
mutability of the covenant in which they _ 
now ſtand, and that they cannot fall away, 
God having affured them by an oath. 

+ Yet if any ſhall object further, theſe 
| places 
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Places ſhew how fair a profeſſion one may 
make, and how far one may go in the way 
of Chriſt, and then fall off: and here the 
ſoul may doubt, and fay, But O! am not! 
one of this kind, becauſe I am fallen back? 
But I anſwer, No ſoul can make any ſuch ap- 
Flication in a true goſpet-ſenſe, unleſs it fall 
or apoſtatiſe from the faith of Chriſt, which is 
here ſpoken of and meant, and not of parti- 
cular infirmities or failings committed. But 
_ againſt the power of theſe, and all other 
places, which Satan would interpret, to the 
wounding of a ſpirit; we muſt know the 
only remedy is believing, as Abraham did, in 
hope againſt hope ; and that ſoul can never 
fall away that believes; and no fin can damn 
it, if it by faith receives the pardon of that 
ſin, which every believer ſhould do. This 
« is the commandment, that ye believe, 
1 John v. not merely by parts, but conſider- 
ing himſelf wholly a juſtified and righteous 
| perſon in Chriſt, and juſtified, when * Chriſt 
cc roſe for our Juſtification. For the con- 
ſideration of the pardon of ſin in this ſenſe 
chat our divines have commonly taught and 
"0 preached 
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preached it, not minding the ſpiritual analo- 
7 of the word, concerning the righteouſneſs 

of a believer, breeds all this diſtraction; for 

ſome deal out Chriſt's blood as the pope 
deals his pardons, for one ſin after another, 
ever wholly ſtating a believer in the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and ſo in a fully pardoned 
condition, Eph: v. 27; Rev. i. 5. 


* 


CHAP. IV. 


The party, after ſuch openings of the frame of 
their ſpirit, is now diſcourſed with upon cer- 
tain particular queſtions. 
Queſt. Let me know now in order, what 
your doubts are, which you think, if you 
were ſatisfied in, your ſoul could be at peace. 
Anſw. J queſtion whether I am in Chriſt. 
What grounds have you to Ke 
your being i in Chriſt? 
A. 1ſt, My falling back into ſin. 
2d, I do not find that change in the 
whole man. | 


3d, I cannot believe. 
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DOUBT I. 


2 This is then your firſt doubt: Tha 

you are not therefore beloved of God or in 
Chriſt, becauſe you fell back again into fin, 
ſo as you did. 

Suppoſe I prove to you that though tranſ. 
greſſion will bring the rod on his children, 
yet no tranſgreſſion or ſin of theirs can alter 
his everlaſting love, in Chriſt, ſo as to make 
them, in that ſenſe, leſs the beloved of God, 
or leſs in Chriſt Jeſus, 

A. Then I may conclude, that, though! 
have tranſgreſſed, and fell into fin, yet that 
cannot alter or hinder the everlaſting love of 
God to my ſoul, which, like himſelf, is un- 
changeable, and ſtill abides ſure. *. 

2. I ſhall prove that no relapſe, tranl- 
greſſion, or ſin of his children, whom he 
once loves in Chriſt Jeſus, can make them 
unbeloved, or leſs beloved in Chriſt Jeſus. 

1. The mercies of God are called ſure 
mercies, his love an everlaſting love, his co- 
venant an everlaſting covenant: © I am per- 
cc ſuaded, faith . C0 chat neither death, 

: 3 cc nor 


FLOOD FREELY TO SINNERS. 95 
« nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, 
<« & c. ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
« love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
« Lord.” So then to whom he is once 
merciful he is ever merciful; whom he once 
loves he ever loves; whom he once takes in- 
to covenant. he is ever theirs: © I am the 
« Lord, I change not.” 

2. Whom the Father loves, he loves in 
the Son, in whom he is well pleaſed; and 
his Son is always alike beloved of him; 
« the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for 
« ever:” and whom he loves in his Son, 
he accounts as his Son, he is made unto us 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption: 
ſo as we being not beloved for our own 
fakes, but for the Son's, nothing in us can 
make God love us leſs or more, becauſe he 
loves us not for ourſelves, nor any thing in 
ourſelves, but in and through his Son, in 
« whom he 1s well pleaſed.“ 3 6 

If God ſhould love us leſs or more; as 
8 according to our own apprehenſions, are 
leſs or more holy, then he ſhould be as man, 
and as the Son of Man: and if believers 
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ſtood updn theſe terms with God, then how 
are theſe ſcriptures true 2 © He roſe again for 
& our juſtification: who ſhall lay any thing 
< to the charge of God's elect? Who ſhall 
« condemn? There is no condemnation to 
cc them that are in Chriſt Jeſus: the foun- 
< dation of God ſtandeth ſure : he ever 
cc liveth to make interceſſion for them.” 
So God is ever the ſame that loves, and 
his love is as himſelf, ever the ſame; and 
Chriſt in whom we are beloved is ever the 


| fame. ö 
DOUBT 11. 
Your other doubt is this: you find not a 
change in the whole man. 


What mean you by this change, 1 in FR 
own ſenſe? 

— "PGAHIETEO 
newneſs in all the powers and parts of ſoul 
and body, which I ſuppoſe to be ſanctifica- 
tion. „ 

Q: The end which you propoſe to your- 
ſelf in nnding out this change of the whole 
man, is it for grounding an aſſurance of 
God's love, and your intereſt in Chriſt on? 
A. Yea, 
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A. Yes, becauſe they that are in Chriſt 
are ſo changed, and there is ſuch a work 
wrought ; all things are become new, and 
old things are paſſed away: now I find not 
9. The ſcope of your doubt then is, that 
becauſe you are not ſatisfied with your ſanc- 
tification, you think you are not juſtified. 
I ſhall allow you your ſanctification ſo far 

as the ſcriptures do, as a lower motive, and 
more carnally mixed, and uncertain way of 
perſuaſion and aſſurance of juſtification. But 


to obſerve to you two parties, ſadly miſtaking 


one another in points of this nature. The 
one cries out againſt the other, as if they held 
we were juſtified partly from our being ſanc- 
tified, or from our works; the other, on the 
contrary, cries out, that ſome would caſt off all 
ſanctification: no ſuch opinions are in either 
of them, juſtly I mean, in ſuch as judge ſpi- 
ritually. But there are ſome expreſſions on 
both ſides, which would make the one paſs 
for legal teachers, and the other for Antino- 
mians; the one giving too much in their ſer- 
mons and books to faith and works, in an 

E unwarrantable 
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unwarrantable jealouſy, leſt holineſs ſhould 
be ſlighted; ſome others leſs than is fit, leſt 
Free Grace ſhould loſe her due; and both in 
an unwarrantable jealouſy. And, indeed, the 
latter I muſt prefer before the former : for, if 
I muſt err, -I had rather cry down men to 
exalt Chriſt, than Chriſt to exalt men, though 
I would do neither, but let both have their 
place and order. 

In this point I hope in the Lord, to hh 
from daſhing againſt the Scriptures either 
way; the Spirit of the Lord lighting my 
candle. 


THE ' DOUBT. 

Becauſe J am not fatisfied with my ſancti- 
fication, I fear'T am not juſtified. 

Ihe doubt being thus, I ſhall lay down 
theſe particulars. 

1. If you (ſuppoſe that God wht in any 
part of your faith, repentance, or new obe- 
dience, or ſanctification, as a ground upon 
which he juſtifies or forgives you, you are 
clear againſt the word. © For if it be of 
« works, it is no more of grace, otherwiſe 
work is no more work.” 

2. It 


„ $7 
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2. It muſt then be only the evidence of 


your being juſtified that you ſeek for 1 in your 
ſanctification. 


And theſe two things premiſed, I now 


proceed: 


1. We muſt allow you to take in any 
thing of your ſanctification to help your 
aſſurance, which the word allows you to 
take, ſuch as the Spirit, and the fruits of it, 
repentance, mortification of ſin, obedience, 
&c. But then it muſt be done in OO 
tures' own cautious way. 

2, The Scriptures lay down theſe follow- 
ing things. 

1. Chriſt's ſanctification, or his true e hoki- 

neſs, to be ours. 

2. Faith about our own ſanctification. 


1. As firſt, e Chriſt is revealed to be our | 
re ſanctification; Chriſt is made unto us 
« righteouſneſs, ſanctification. I live, yet 
cc not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. Ye are 
*« Chriſt's; but ye are ſanctified, but ye are 
cc juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
« He hath quickened us together with 
« Claift: we are his workmanſhip, created 

7 2 « in 
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in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. Jeſus 
e Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner- 
« ſtone. Chriſt may dwell in your hearts 
& by faith. That new man which after 
« God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
« holineſs. We are members of his body, 
cc of his fleſh, and of his bones. And be 
« found in him, not having my own righ- 
ec teouſneſs. I can do all things through 
« Chrift which ſtrengtheneth me. That we 
ce preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 
« But Chriſt is all, and in all. Your life 1s 
cc hid with Chriſt in God.“ See Heb. xiii, 
20, 21. All theſe Scriptures ſet forth 
Chrift, the ſanctification and the fulneſs of 
his people; the © all, and in all.” Chriſt 
hath believed perfectly, he hath repented 
perfectly, he hath ſorrowed for ſin perfectly, 
he hath obeyed perfectly, he hath mortified 
fin perfectly, and “ all is ours, and we are 
Chriſt's, and . Chriſt is God's. 
2. The ſecond thing is faith about our 
own ſanctification. We muſt believe more 
truth of our own graces than we can ſome- 
times ſee or feel, which the Lord hath in his 
Infinite wiſdom and diſpenſation ſo ordered, 
7-2 £4 that 
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that here our life © ſhould be hid with Chriſt 
« in God,” that we ſhould walk by faith, 
and not by ſight: though we may ſuſpect our 
own, yet we are to believe our repentance 
true in him who hath repented for us; our 
mortifying ſin doubtful, yet true in him, 
2 — whom we are more than conquer- 
« ors;” our new obedience true in him, who 
hath obeyed for us, and is © the end of the 
« Jaw to every one that believeth; our 
change of the whole man, though partial in 
us, yet true in him, who is righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. And thus * without faith it 
« 18 impoſſible to pleaſe God.” 

This is the Scripture aſſurance for a 
* child of God,” or belieyer, to ſee every 
thing in himſelf as nothing, and himſelf every 
thing in Chriſt. © Faith is the ſubſtance of 
« things hoped for, and the evidence of 
« things unſeen;” Heb. xi. 1. | 

All other aſſurances are rotten concluſions; 
and other ſuch things as legal teachers have 
invented, not underſtanding the myſtery of 
« the kingdom of Chriſt.” 

The Scriptures bid you ſee nothing in 

E 3 yourlclf, 


a ing 
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yourſelf, or all as nothing. Legal teachers 
bid you ſee ſomething in yourſelf; ſo as the 
leaving out Chriſt in ſanctification, is the 
foundation of all doubts, fears, and diſtrac- 


tions: and he that looks on his repentance, 


Py 


on his love, on his humility, on his obe- 


dience, but not in the tincture of the blood 


of Chriſt, muſt needs believe weakly and un 
comfortably. 

But now, to propoſe fome qualms to 
u. 

Q: You 65 you feel not the change of the 
whole man? 

Tes. | 

9. Then I muſt prove your 1 


to you, not your juſtification ? 


A. Yes; for they that are juſtified, are 
ſanctified too, which I am not ſatisfied of in 
myſelf. 


2B. Will you fay a thing i is not there, be- 


cauſe you perceive it not there ? 


A. But I do not know it to be there, 
2: But will you conclude it is not there, 
becauſe you do not know it to be there? 

th Nay. 


2 You 
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9. You ſay well, for David cried out in 
the bitterneſs of his ſoul, that his © ſin was 
« eyer before him,” and then his ſanctifica- 
« tion was out of his fight, and that « God 
« had forgotten to be gracious : but,” ſays 
he, “J ſaid this is my infirmity.” You know 
in a houſe, when it is dark, all things may be 
there that were before, but you ſee them not 
till the candle be brought in: the woman's 
piece of ſilver, according to the parable, was 
in the houſe, but ſhe found it not till ſne 
had lighted her candle. Therefore you ſnould 
fay as David, Light my candle, O Lord;“ 
ſor the ſpirit of man is the candle of the 

Lord. | | 
A. But ] feel corruptions violent, which 
they would not be if they were mortified. 

Q.: Quite the reverſe; it is from life in 
you, and fpirit in you, that you feel corrup- 
tion; if you were dead in fins and treſpaſſes, 
you could feel no more than a dead man: 
theſe grievous oppoſitions in you ſhew a 
twofold law within you; a law in your mem- 
bers, warring againſt the law of your mind: 
two natures in you of fleſh and ſpirit; the 
| E 4 fleſh. 
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fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit: nor is the 
light of a mere natural conſcience, or a ſoul 
commonly enlightened, ſuch a ſtrange op- 
poſer and complainer againſt the law of fin 
in the fleſh, as you ſeem to be; beſides 
John faith, If we ſay we have no fin, we 
« deceive ourſclves.” But I dare not carry 
you on too far by ſigns of this nature with- 
out Chriſt, who is a believer's ſanctification 
as well as righteouſneſs, But to ſtop the 
iſſue of the ſoul in theſe queſtions and ſcru- 
piles with another queſtion. 
Can you have any aſſurance that the 


© change that is in any child of God in this 


life, or their ſanctification, is ſuch in any 
particular act, as that there is no ſpot of fin in 
it? Is it not a mixture of fleſh and ſpirit? 
Why then do you feel after it in the way you 
do? Since the beſt and thorougheſt ſanctifi- 
cation in any, is not pure enough for the 
eyes of the Lord; why make you it then a 
bottom for aſſurance ? You ſee all the while 
you have done ſo, you, like Noah's dove, 


can find no reſt for the ſole of your foot; 


for, ſaith Chriſt, © When you have done all 
| « you 
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« you can, you are but unprofitable ſer- 
« yants;” and all our righteouſneſs is but 
as filthy rags ; and, while you gaze on your 
work of ſanctification, you find a rottennefs 
in every part of it, and are ready to call all 
into queſtion, and find fault with your re- 
pentance, mortification, new obedience, and 
all; therefore you muſt take Chriſt in here, 
for your complete ſanctification ftill, to ſettle 
and eſtabliſh your ſpirit. 

O.: But what uſe is there then of my 
-fanEtification ? Are not the fruits and effects 
of the Spirit in me, ſuch as follow imme- 
diately upon my being juſtified ? 

A. Yea, they are the natural flowings and 
workings of your faith, they help to evidence 
your faith, and comfort your faith, in therr 
kind and degree; but, as I faid before, they 
are given to be a light in ſome meaſure to 
your own and others' conſciences: let your 
« light ſo ſhine before men;” and glorify 
God in your bodies, and in your ſpirits. 
Shew me thy faith by thy works ; they are 
the bracelets of the ſpouſe, they are the 
beams of Chriſt, the Son of Righteouſneſs. 

E 5 Clouds 
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Clouds may hinder the beams from en- 
tightening a room, but the ſun is ſtill where 
he was; the tree, you know, ts there where 
It was, though the apples or grapes may be 
blown down; ſo the glory of ſanctification 
may be often darkened, and the fruits of it 
blown down by the wind of temptation, 
fpoken of in the parable: ſuch promiſes as 
follow are laid in for ſuch a ſeaſon : < Who 
e is among you that feareth the Lord, that 
t obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that 
« walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? 
« Jet him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
“ and ſtay upon his God,” Iſa. IL. 10. And 
the viſion. is for an appointed time, but at 
rode, and not he: © though it 
« tarry, wait for it; wait for it, becauſe it 
« will ſurely come, and not tarry : but the 
t juſt ſhall live by faith,” Habak. ii. 3, 4. 
2. But why do the apoſtles inſiſt ſo much 
on ſanctiſication, and the new man ſo, and 
love, and new obedience, Nc. in all their 
epiſtles? | 

A. 1 anſwered this queſtion in part be- 
fore : that ſanctification is the beginning of 
- TT | the 
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the forming of Chriſt here in this life, in one 
part of him, which is holineſs, this is to be 
perfected in the life to come, when we ſhall 
be faſhioned like unto his . glorious. body. 
Sanctification is a witneſs to the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, which being a glory out of 
fight, to the ſoul and the world, ſanctifica- 
tion is made clearer by faith and holineſs to 
both: ſo as in ſanctification, both ſoul and 
body, fleſh and ſpirit, join to glorify the 
riches of Chriſt. Le are bought with a 
price; glonify God in your bodies, and tn 
your ſpirits, and walk as children of the 
light, and of the day. So as the wiſdom of 
the Spirit is ſeen much in the word, in in- 
fiſting on ſanctification, and praifing ſancti- 
fication, both to ſet forth the nature of 
the Spirit in believers, and to warn fleſh 
and blood againſt an empty, formal pro- 
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C H A P . V. 8 
The party's third doubt concerning faith or 
believing, which I call the great. 

The third Doubt is, 
WHETHER you do believe or no? 


be great goſpel-ſecret concerning 4 or be- 
lieving. 
PFirſt, I ſhall ſhew you my thoughts con- 
eerning the nature of this doubt. 
It is one thing to believe, and another 
thing to know we believe. | 
I ſuppoſe, inſtead of queſtioning, men 
ſhould ſer about believing, and they would 
ſoon know whether they do believe or not; 
at the ſame time they would learn more of 
the truth and ſtrength of their faith. Righ- 
teouſneſs being revealed from faith to faith. 
My grounds for this obſervation are theſe: 
1. Chriſt's command — believe; and this 
is his commandment, that we ſhould believe 
on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Now 
eommands of this nature are to be obeyed, 
not 
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not diſputed. Good ſervants do not reaſon 
their duty out firſt with themſelves, but fall 
to doing as they are commande. 

2, I find not any in the whole courſe of 
Chriſt's preaching, or the diſciples, when 
he preached to them to believe, aſking the 
_ queſtion, whether they believed or no, or 
whether their faith were true faith or no? I 
find one ſaying, Lord, I believe, help my un- 
belief; but not, Lord whether do I believe 
or no? and, Lord, increaſe my faith; but 
not, Lord, whether is this true faith I have 
or no? It would be a ſtrange queſtion in 
any that were bidden to- a feaſt, to aſk the 
maſter of the feaſt whether his dainties were 
real, or a deluſion? Would not ſuch a queſ- 
tion diſparage the hoſt as a ſorcerer? Soin 
the things of the Spirit, to be jealous of the 
truth of them, doth not honour the faithful- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt : we are called to taſte 
and ſee how good the Lord is. Spiritual 
things are beſt known by feeding upon them. 
Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 
O beloved. 

3. For any to doubt * they do be- 
lie ve 
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Lieve or no, I find to be a queſtion only fit and 
proportionable for Chrift himſelf to anſwer, 
who 1s called the Author and Finiſher of our 
faith: therefore they would do well to go to 
him, and aſk for ſatisfaction. None can more 
properly prove to a foul it believes, than he on 
whom it believes. Who can more properly 
ſhew one that he ſees, than the light which 
enlightens him for that very purpoſe ? 
4. Faith is truly and fimply this: a being 
perſuaded more or leſs of Chriſt's love; and 
therefore it is called, a believing with the 
heart. Now what infallible ſign is there to 
perſuade any that they are perſuaded, when 
themſelves: queſtion the truth of their per- 
ſuaſion? There may be ſome things which 
may ſtrengthen and help, which I ſhall here- 
after ſhew you from the word, which are by 
way of effects and properties of this faith and 
belief; but none can ſimply perſuade a ſoul 
that it doth believe, but he on whom it doth 
believe : © God fhall perſuade Japhet.”* 
Who can more-principally, and with clearer 
ſatisfaction, perſuade the ſpouſe of the good 
will of him ſhe loves, but himfelf? Can all 
5 the 
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the love-tokens, or teſtimonial rings and 
bracelets? They may concur and help in 
the manifeſtation ; but it is the voice of the 
beloved, © My beloved ſpake, and faid unto 
« me, Riſe up, my love, my fair one,” ſaith 
the ſpouſe, and come away. | 

5. We believe till we be ſtage: that 
we do believe; becauſe the more we do be- 
lieve, the more we ſhall be perſuaded to be- 
lieve; according to that place in the Ephe- 
fans: © In whom alſo, after ye believed, ye 
« ere ſealed with the Holy Spirit of pro- 
« miſe; and he that belie veth hath the wit- 
« neſs:“ though there is more to be ſaid to 
this laſt Scripture. The way to be warm is 
not only to aſk for a fire, or whether there 
be a fire or no, or to hold out the hands to- 
wards it, and away, and with for a greater; 
but to ſtand cloſe to that fire, and abide by 
it till we gather heat: Abide in me,” faith 
Chriſt, « abide in my love.” | 

6. We ought, I ſuppoſe, no more to queſ- 
tion our faith, which is our firft and founda- 
tion-grace, than we ought to queſtion Chriſt, 
the foundation of our faith; for, as all Chrif- 


112 THE FLOWINGS or CHRISP'S 
tian religion is deſtroyed by unbelief, ſo all 
the ſalvation in that religion is brought to any 
foul in particular, by faith: therefore it is ſaid 
< they entered not in, becauſe of unbelief;” 
and again, © the word did not profit, being 
* not mixed with faith in them that heard 
«-it.” And hence is the apoſtle's caution; 
4 Take heed leſt there be in any of you 
< an heart of unbelief, in departing,” &c. 
7. It is Satan's greateſt policy to put a 
foul upon reſolving ſuch a queſtion ; for by 
this he ſets the ſoul to ſeek for evidence from 
things which he knows can afford little but 
queſtionable grounds, as perſuaſions moſt 
from marks and ſigns of our own ſanctifi- 
cation, or works, which cannot hold good 
without faith to bring down the evidence 
of Chriſt in them; ſo he puts us clean 
back, if we obſerve them; becauſe we are 
proving our faith by our works, whereas 
no works can be proved ſolidly good but 
by our faith; for without faith it is impoſ- 
fable to pleaſe God: therefore when we can- 
not evidence our faith with them, we cannot 
ſee God's love on us. We know that every 
piece 
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a piece of coin or money is valued according 
dw the image and ſuperſcription that it bears; 
ind if Jeſus's be not there, though it be Kill . 
filver, yet it is not coin, it is not current; 
ad he that hath it cannot make ſuch uſe of 
it, and fo aſſure himſelf to trade with it 
. as otherwiſe he might do. So there is not 
; any thing of ſanctification current, or of 
true practical uſe and comfort to a believ- 
er, unleſs Jeſus Chriſt, and the image 
of Chriſt, which is righteouſneſs, - and 
| true holineſs, appear by faith. While Satan 
| puzzles us in queſtioning our faith or believ- 
ing, he keeps us off from believing, knowing 
that this is the condemnation, He that be- 
« lieveth not is condemned already.” | 
Me are firſt to believe, and all other 
evidences follow, &c. 
Here I cannot but wonder at any that 
keep broken-hearted ſouls in acts of prepa- 


ration and qualification, from the act of be- 
lieving, as if ſuch could believe too ſudden- 
ly; and many a one loſes ſome degrees of 
faith while they are ſeeking it thus in the 
evidence of their works; for, while faith is 
kept off from Chriſt, and the foul ſuſpended, 
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faith becomes weaker and weaker; but when 
exerciſed upon Chriſt in the promiſes, it 
ſoon. brings a clearer evidence with it than 
can any other way be miniſtered. 

In the goſpel all are immediately called to 
believe; to-day, if ye will hear his voice: 
« Sirs,” faith the gaoler, what muſt I do 
& to be ſaved? Believe, ſay they, © on the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And this is the work, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath 
ec ſent,” faith Chriſt; and faith Philip to the 
eunuch, © If thou believeſt with all thy heart 
thou mayeſt; and he anſwered, and faid, 
I believe.” 
\ So 1 ſhalt draw this concluſion/for many 
FE 
Preachers and people. 

That none can believe too ſoon or too 
ſteadfaſtly in Jeſus Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe righteouſneſs 1s revealed from faith 

to faith; and, while we believe not, we live 
not properly: © for the juſt ſhall live by 
. faith; and, while we believe not, we may 
t a ſort be faid to be under condemna- 
* for he that believeth not is con- 
8 4 
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« demned.“ So as we ought not to ſtay, 
either for a certain degree of repentance. or 
humiliation, or any other grace ; but we 
are to believe, that we may have evidence; for 
« faith worketh by love,” &c.; and add 
| « to your faith virtue,” faith the apoſtle, 
« and to virtue knowledge, and to know= - 
« ledge temperance, and to temperance pa- 
« tience, and to patienee godlineſs, and to 
« godlineſs brotherly kindneſs.” All theſe 
are to be added to faith, or to work: from 
faith; nor are we to ſtay our believing till 
we be aſſured hy ſome ſigns that we do be- 
lieve; we are to believe, that we may know - 
that we do believe; for the witneſs comes by 
believing, © the Spirit bearing witneſs.” Let 
to thoſe I da allow you any examination or 
trial of your faith which may conſiſt with be- 
heving. 

Well, I ſhall put oe queſtions m you 
on theſe grounds. 

9: Is faith always arended with full af 
furance? _ | | 

A. No. | 

Q: Can you conclude you e 
becauſe you have no full aſſurance? og 


A. No. 
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. No. 7 
Q. You ſay well, for there are degrees of 
believing; one degree is to believe, another 
is to be aſſured you believe. There are de- 
ſcribed by the word, in the church of 
Chriſt, believers of ſeveral ages; ſome are 
called little ones, weak ones, babes, children, 
ſtrong men; ſome are ſuch as have been 
ſound believers, and are made weak through 
ſin, and temptation, and ignorance of the 
covenant of Free Grace, and their righteouſ. 
neſs in Chriſt, and the glorious eſtate of a 
believer under grace, as a man that is weak 
through ſome infirmit y. 
The nature and properties ef woe dee 
faith are better diſcerned in the word and 
Chriſt, than in the ſoul that hath them; 
becauſe they are not ſeen in the foul pure- 
ly, but ſurrounded with corruption, which, 
like mud in the water, troubles the fight, 
and the ſpiritual diſcerning ; and that makes 
ſo many believers, who can ſpiritually judge, 
care ſo little to ſee themſelves in their own 
righteouſneſs, but in Chriſt's ; as Paul faid, 
« being found in him, not having mine own 
« righteouſneſs.” To deſcribe— 


The 
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The nature and properties of true ſaving; 
faith is almoſt the buſineſs of the whole New 
Teſtament. 

1. The nature of Gieh i is FE it is called 
« the ground of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things that are unſeen. 

2. The properties are every where de- 
ſcribed by repentance, and humiliation, and 
love, and godlineſs, and purity, and charity, 
and meekneſs, and all holy converſation, and 
prayer, and hearing and obeying the will of 
God. All theſe attend true faith; and a 
believer 1s one, who, though he hath all 
theſe, yet he will not behold them in him- 
ſelf, but in Chriſt, as Paul did; “ I hve, 
« yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me.” 

Now the great miſtake which I find in 
this, and ages before, is the ſingling out the- 
properties of true faith, and ſending a be- 
liever to get his aſſurance from them in him- 

felf; which cauſed the believers of former 
ages to walk in bondage, though poſſeſſed of 
the Spirit of adoption; and to make up their 
aſſurance much like the believers under the 
law, 2 their obedience, and repentance, 
1 


118 THE FLOWINGS OF CHRIST'S 
and humiliation in themſelves ; Chriſt being 
much in the dark as to them, and little ſeen 
by them. And much of the fame darkneſs 
Covers this age we live in, who are very dark 
in that myſtery of glory which Paul ſpeaks 
of, in believers: * as ſorrowing, and yet al- 
<« ways rejoicing ; as dying, and yet behold 
< we live; as having nothing, and yet poſ- 
cc ſeſſing all things.” | 
But I pray, what temptation had you con- 
cerning your not believing ? 
A. I thought I was one of thoſe that 
| could not believe, and that I being ſuch a 
ſinner, it would be ese rg in me to 
believe. 
2: For your being one of thoſe that could 
not believe, I ſhall ſpeak to it in theſe queſ- 
- 1. Is there any exception againſt you, in 
particular, in the whole book of God? As to 
ſay, you, ſuch a one, or ſuch a one cannot 
believe; you have no right to Chriſt? 
2. Can the counſels of God concerning 
che veſſels of wrath be known? Can any ſay, 
I am not elected, ſeeing his wiſdom is un- 
Omen and his ways paſt finding out ? 
4 wu 
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4. Are not ſome called at the 3 
hour of the day? | 

1. The thief upon the croſs at the hour 
of his death? 

Is not this Satan's temptation, then, to 
perſuade you to conclude any thing for your 
condemnation beforehand ? 

2. For your other doubt of being ſuch 
2 ſinner, and therefore not daring to pre- 
ſume to believe, I ſhall. put theſe queſtions to 
you. 


if their ſins were leſs, or leſs heinous, believe 

rather upon ſome ground in themſelves, than 

upon God's promiſes ? a 

2. Do not the promiſes belong to ſinners 

as ſinners ? | 
A. Yes, but as penitent Gives 
Q: What were the churches of the Co- 

rinthians, Epheſians, Coloſſians; and what 


was Paul before Chriſt came to him? Were 


they ſinners, or qualified? And what were all 
chat believed, before they did believe? . 

A. They were ſinners. 

9. Came not the promiſe to Adam, even 
when he” was dead in ſin? | 


A, Yes. 


1. Do not they that would believe, only. 
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A. Yes. 

Q: Was not you in their condition, that 
is, a ſinner, according * appre- 
henſion ? 

A Tes. 

Q. Are not you then as free for Chriſt to 
come to as they were? 

A. Yes. 

2 Are not che promiſes as free and open 
to you as to them, all being alike ſinners, 
and God's will being revealed no more of 
one's election than another's, no more of 
their election than 2e 

4 Tes. 

Qt. Are the promiſes made in Chriſt or 
out of Chriſt, or to any only in themſelves? 
Is not Chriſt the only qualified perſon for all 
promiſes ; and fo through Chriſt derived to 
all his, we being ſaid to be complete in him; 
doth not all fulneſs dwell in him, and all re- 
eeive of his fulneſs ? and are not all the pro- 
miſes in him, yea, and amen? 


T heſe concluſions then I ſhall draw forth. 


I. Election and condemnation being ſecret 
| Things, belong to the Lord; and were not re- 
| | "vealed 


a a. a Rn a 
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vealed in the word to the end to hinder from 
believing ; for that were againſt God's good- 
neſs and mercy revealed in Chriſt; and they 
that make ſuch uſe of them, ſerve not the 
Lord's ends, but Satan's, for ſuch an end is 
againſt the ſweet ſimplicity of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. | 

2. The only ground. for any to believe is, 
he is faithful that hath promiſed: not any 
thing in themſelves. This is the command - 
ment, © that ye believe on the Son of God.” 

3- The promiſes of Chriſt are held forth 
to ſinners, as ſinners, whether repenting fin- 
ners, or humble ſinners, yet not as requiring 
any condition in us, upon which we ſhould 
challenge Chriſt, for then it would be no more 
of grace, but of works. Now we are freely 
juſtified by his grace. 

4. Whatever promiſe there is which hath 
any condition, it is ours in him, that is, in 
Chriſt, who is the only conditioned and 
qualified perſon for all promiſes, all being in 
him, yea and amen; and all being complete 
in him who is the fulneſs. | 


F A SHORT | 
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A SHORT PREFACE, 


Having thus far diſcourſed occaſionally upon 
temptations, I ſhall add a few obſervations more, 
for clearing the way of ſalvation a little fur- 
ther, and then I ſhall open the ſeveral ways 
of revelation, that the myſtery of godlineſs hath 
been received in, and in what ſcekings, and in 
what degrees Free Grace hath been inquired for 
in this preſent age. | 44 


I. God's 
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I. God's firſt N himſelf to man in good- 
neſs and Free Grace. 

God hath revealed himſelf under ſeveral 
notions and names, and orders of working, 
to man; and in them we are to reſt, and 
not to make up notions beyond them, for 
beyond them is infiniteneſs and glory, and 
we may ſooner be dazzled than diſcern any 
thing of God, or the workings in himſelf. 
If we attempt to be wiſe above what is re- 
vealed; there lie the © depths of the wiſdom 
C of God, and the unſcarchableneſs of his 
© ways, and who can know the mind of 
« the Lord? or who. hath been his coun- 
« ſellor?“ 

God then, that he * make himſelf 
known to the ſons of men, firſt reveals himſelf 
in goodneſs, and makes man according to 
ſomething in himſelf; ſoas there is more image 
of a God in him than in any thing below: 
for © God faid, Let us make man in our 
« 1mage, after our likeneſs,” Gen. i. 26. 
And herein is the goodneſs of God, that he 
gives any being to any thing but himſelf, 
and any giorious being to man more than to 

. any 
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any other creature: What is man, that he 
« regardeth him? or the Son of man, that he 
« viſiteth him? He hath made him a little 
<«. lower than the angels, and crowned him 
« with glory.” Pſal. viii. 
Man being thus created, muſt 3 him- 
ſelf to be but man, and a creature; there- 
fore he had a law given him to live by, and 
to order his obedience. to him that made 
him: but man being made merely by the 
will of God, is made to continue only by the 
ſame will, and not to be unchangeably good; 
that the creature might conſider the glory he 
had was not his own, but only at the pleaſure 
of him that made him ; which will and plea- 
ſure was revealed in the law of the tree 
of life, and executed accordingly upon the 
diſobedience of man. to that law. Now 
man {ins and diſobeys, and by that is brought 
to ſee the power of him that created him, 
who in the beginning of things revealed 
himſelf only in glory, power, and dominion, 
to the world, and in no other form or notion 
to the creatures he made, but that of Lord, 
or Creator, or Law-giver. 
I find there was infinite wiſdom of God 


appeared 
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appeared in the ſuffering the fall and diſobe- 
dience of man; for by this, the creature came 
to ſee and acknowledge itfelf under the pow- 
er of a law, and in ſubjection and depen- 
dency on him that created it; ſo the glory of 
God was much advantaged by ſuch a change, 
which if the creature had never experienced, 
could not have been ſo evident or fixed. 
And hence it is, that the angels, or ſpirits 
of an higher order, fell too, as well as man; 
ſo as by this, the power of God was made 
known to the creature, and the creature's 
ſubjection or dependency upon God, in itſelf: 
te this change running through the order of 
« the whole creation,” Rom. viii. 

The creature being thus brought of itſelf, 
under a change of condition, God raiſes him- 
ſelf advantage and glory from hence to 
diſplay himſelf before the creature in his 
power, will, mercy, love, &c. that the world 
may know him more, and know that there is 
yet an infiniteneſs in him not to be known: 
and all our knowledge is bounded in thoſe 
things which he hath revealed for himſelf to 
be known by. | 

To the time of ſinning, or the firſt diſ- 

| Fx” obedience, 


Ls 
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obedience, the Lord revealed himſelf only in 
glory and goodneſs: his glory was in the 
creating and commanding ; his goodneſs in 
giving any thing a created being, or ſubſiſt- 
ence, or for obeying and laying out his 
image or reſemblance upon one creature in 
preference to the reſt; and making man to 
have dominion, under him, yet for him, over 
the creation. 

But man now falling under "Ie power _ 
curſe of a law, God reveals himſelf in mercy, 
and in a glorious way of compaſſion and pity, 
and ſeeks out man who was now a ſinner, 
and brings to him the tidings of ſomething 
in a promiſe, which, though it might be dark 
to him who was now © in the region and 
ce ſhadow of death,” yet God made it ſome- 
thing clearer by his dealings and carriage to- 
wards him, making coats for him, and cloth- 
ing him, and taking care for him; and ſo 
acting ſomething of compaſſion towards him; 
yet mingling it ſo with the. curſe on the 
creation, in his fallen condition, that he 
might feel ſomewhat of- the anguiſh of the 
curſe, as well as the power and comfort of 
the promiſe; and how much the firſt Adam 
knew 
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knew of the ſecond, is not revealed. Surely 
not much; for this time, and that under the 
law too, waz the time of the hiding of -the 
myſtery in promiſes and ſacrifices, and the 
keeping it ſecret, till that which was called 
the fulneſs of time was come, and Chriſt was 
« manifeſt in the fleſh.” 


II. God's Free Grace to ſinners more diſcovered. 
We find the Scriptures reveal God in a 
way of Free Grace, and therefore we muſt 
ſo order our apprehenſions and conceptions 
of God, that we may know him in his Free 
Grace, as well as in his love, and look on 
him, and conſider him in this order of work- 
ing. God firit and more properly had mercy 
upon man fallen, when under the curſe;' and 
he is called a «© God ſhewing mercies, and 
« great in mercy, and rich in mercy, and 
« plenteous in mercy, abundant in mercy, 
« and Father of mercies, and the Lord God 
« merciful and gracious.” So ſinful man, 
who, by the power of ſin and the curſe, 
was under condemnation (for death entered 
by ſin), yet, by a Power more infinite than 
that of fin and the curſe, was raiſed up to be: 
the . of this mercy, and that only thing 
- 26A F 4 about 
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about which this Free Grace or mercy was 
exerciſed ; and thus © light was wrought out - 
© of darkneſs, and good out of evil.” And 
now a work of redemption, more glorious 
than that of creation, is beginning to the 
world, and God's work of mercy is exceed- 
ing the work of his power, and yet infinite- 
neſs in both; for God himſelf was to become a 
creature, or © the Son of Man” in this ſecond 
work, which he was not in the firſt. And 
thus we ſee how this change in the creature 
gives room and liberty for the fulneſs of 
God to work out to the ſons of men, as 
well in a work of redemption as creation; 
and ſaving thoſe that were made, as well as 
making them; yet this work of redemption 
was carried at firſt in a myſtery rather of 
' mercy than love; for there was little but a 
promiſe of the woman's ſeed” revealed: 
fo as here was rather mercy appearing as yet 
than love, and a remedy held forth to man 
for fin, by that time the fin was committed, to 
ſhew that God was never an enemy, though 
man was; and ſo much of God's good will 
only revealed, as man might rather conceive 

© himſelf not deſtroyed than faved, and rather 

: | not 


not damned than redeemed; and the pro- 
phets ſer forth God rather at firſt in mer- 
cy and compaſſion to us, No eye pitied 
« thee, to have compaſſion of thee ; when! 
te paſſed by thee, and faw thee polluted in 
« thy blood, I ſaid unto thee, Live,” Ezek. 
xvi. 6; and the apoſtle calls us veſſel of 
mercy, * That he might make known the 
« riches of his glory on his veſſels of mercy,” 
Rom. ix. 23: ſo in this manner of reveal- 
ing the infinite work of falvation we may be 
better ſatisfied than by going out into the glo- 
ry of God's counſels, where we may loſe our- 
ſelves rather in the fulneſs of truth. 

Thus God hath drawn out things more 
to our reaſon; for how can we think God, 
who is infinitely pure, whole eyes are purer 
than to behold iniquity, can love a ſinner as 
a ſinner? All love is from ſomething amiable 
in the thing loved; but what is there in 
fallen and corrupted man, for God to love or 
delight in, to make his delight with che ſons 
of men? Where is the comelineſs? Therefore 
God muſt from mere grace, more properly 
than love, order ſome righteouſneſs, or new 
| glory for man, in which he may beautify, 
F 5 adorn, 
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adorn, and love him. That is the. righ. 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, in which we are 
faid to be choſen and predeſtinated to the 
adoption of ſons. Thus God in Free Grace 
had mercy on us, and gave Chriſt for us; and 
in him we are made capable of © the love of 
« God, and accepted - in the beloved,” 
_ Epheſ. i. 6; and not as ſome ſay, that man 
was elected before Chriſt, the body before 
the head, but Chriſt for man, as ſhall appear 
more fully in another place. | 


III. Mere of God's Free Grace and love ;— 
man's fin and redemption diſcovered. 
The Scriptures reveal to us a pure God, 
a juſt God, a perfect law, the firſt man ſin- 
ning, a law broken, a curſe entering, mercy 
working in a promiſe of life, a way of ſalva- 
tion faintly diſcovered, Jeſus Chrift this way 
of falvation, Jeſus Chriſt given for ſinners, 
and yet purchaſing ſinners; all this wrought 
in time, and yet a predeſtination and election 
of grace before all time; God loving us, 
and giving Chriſt for us, and yet loving us 
in the ſame Chriſt. Theſe things are thus 
brought forth in the word, and the Spirit 
5 ol 
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of God can only guide us into ſafe conſtruc- 
tions of the myſtery thus revealed, and to 
. conceive the work of redemption in ſuch or- 
der, that ſin and death by the firſt man may 
appear, and righteouſneſs and life by the ſe- 
cond, and the counſels of God concerning 
both, before either was brought forth to the 
world ; to conceive ſomething of it, though 
not all. 

I find, before fin and righteouſneſs did 
thus appear in the world, that God is faid to 
predeſtinate, and elect, and chooſe us. I find 
that all this work, thus wrought in time, 1s 
faid to be preſent before God © before time 
« began;” therefore Chriſt is called © the 
c lamb ſlain” fo long ago; and we are faid 
to be © choſen in Chriſt before the founda- 
<« tions of the world were laid.“ 1 

Sol can find this glorious myſtery, which 
is made up of ſuch contrary ways and work- 
ings, of ſin and grace, juſtice and mercy, an 
old Adam and a new, and predeſtination or 
election of grace will amount to this; that 
man ſinned, God had mercy, and gave his 
Son, who was God with him from everlaſt- 
ing, to be that for man, and in man, which 

„ he 
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he could not be in himſelf, righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs; and thus man becomes a new 
creature to God again, not in himſelf, but in 
another, even in Chriſt. | 

God till is the ſame, though man is not, 
nor is God the leſs unchangeable becauſe of 
ſeveral carriages or diſtributions of this his 
work reſpecting man; as man's falling, and 
redemption in Chriſt: man's fin, and Chriſt's 
ſuffering, may be ſaid to be but the love of 
' God, ordering man to the praiſe of his Free 
Grace, through ſeveral conditions of inno- 
cency, fin, and righteouſneſs. . 

Yet this I find further, that the main and 
glorious work of redemption was that full and 
final work ordained by God the Father 
himſelf. So man's ſin only made a way for 
this, for the bringing about the work of 
redemption, decreed of God, and occa- 
fioned by man's fall, God foreknowing the 
changeableneſs of his creature, and ſo work- 
ing by that, not taking any new counſels 
upon this change in man, which he took not 
before, but ordering this, to that falvation 
he had ever ordained ; nor is the revealing 
of © God's predeſtination -or election in 

dann 
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« Chriſt,” ſo much to let us ſee into the or- 
der of his counſels, © for who hath known the 
« mind of the Lord?” as to ſet up God in 
the glory of his power, will, and wiſdom, be- 
fore our eyes, that we may not look at any 
thing as happening unobſerved of him, and 
to lead us from conceiving any change in 
God, as if our fin and Chriſt's ſufferings 
had wrought any alteration in his purpoſes, 
If you would know this myſtery without 
confuſion, and yet in admiration, know that 
all this work of Free Grace, and man's ſalva- 


tion in Jeſus Chriſt, was ever the fame with _ 


God, „ who calleth things that are not, as 


« if they were; and man's ſinning, and 


God's revealing Chriſt in promiſes, and in 
the fleſh, and in the goſpel, 1s, that the crea- 
ture may partake of it: and whereas there is 
a work of ſin, of time, of perſons, of order, 
of ſcripture notions, of manifeſtation,” &c. 
theſe are but ſo many ſeveral ways by 
which the work of grace, love, Chriſt, ſal- 
vation, and tranſgreſſion, is made an end 

of in the things themſelves; and all thefe ſe- 
veral parcels of law, goſpel, righteouſneſs, 
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Free Grace, election, &c. go to the complet- 
ing the body of Chriſt, the ele&. If the law 
had been wanting, then there had been no 
tranſgreſſion ; if fin, there could have been 
no redemption ; and Free Grace could not, 
for- then there had been no everlaſting pur- 
poſe of God. So this one infinite work 
of ſalvation is manifeſted in many parts to 
us, who could neither enjoy it, nor know it 
otherwiſe, in that fulneſs or infiniteneſs as 
it is in God. And theſe many parts make 
up that one work of redemption in Jeſus 
Chriſt; nor can we know any thing of it, 
but thus in parts, not in the whole glorious 
depth of it: © We know but in part.” 


Iv. The Son if God how confidered i in the 281 
Ui ſatvation. 


There are certain Scriptures which contain 
the myſtery ; yet the letter of them hold it 
- forth under a diyerſe notion or word. 

4 et God ſo loved the world, that * ſent 
2 his only begotten Son,” &c. John iii. 16; 

with other Scriptures of this kind, as 1 John 
iv. 9. 10, Ce. ao 
„ NW 2. Of 


84 


9 
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2. Of the other ſort are theſe Scriptures, 
* « God. has choſen us in him before. the 

« foundations of the world,” Epheſ. i. 4. 

« God hath ſaved us according to his 
« own purpoſe and grace, which was given 
ce to us through Jef Chalk, before the 
« world was,“ 2 Tim. i. 5; with other Scrip- 
tures of this kind. 

Now theſe words ſay, that God N us, 
and gave Chriſt, and that he loved us in 
Chriſt. And theſe are both true according 
to the manifeſtation of this myſtery to us; for 
one Scripture contains not all of the myſte- 
ry of God's love to ſinners. Some holds 
forth only ſo much of it as to make his 
power and will in it appear; ſome ſo much 
as to make his Free Grace in it appear; ſome 
ſo much as to make love in it appear; ſome 
ſo much as to make predeſtination and elec- 
tion in it appear; ſome ſo much as to make 
Jeſus Chriſt appear as the . Lamb ſlain be- 
« fore the world” for ſinners ; ſome ſo much 
as to make Jeſus Chriſt appear crucified in 
time for ſinners ;, ſome. to make God's love 


SPHERE; in giving Chriſt, - ſome to make 
Chriſt's 


A # 


aw 
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Chriſt's love appear in giving himſelf; ſome 
to make God's love appear complete to us 
in Chriſt; ſome that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son 
of God ; ſome that he is a Son of Man, and 
a Saviour of men; ſome that he died for 
ſuch as were his before the world, and that all 
fuch he had loved and choſen. 
And thus is the myſtery opened to the ſons 
of men in each part of Scripture, which, 
like ſo many ſeveral ſtars, give out their 
beams and light for the manifeſtation of this 
myſtery of ehe God manifeſted in 
ce the fle . 
Now we Now" be ſure in our ha 
ah this redemption, and beware that 
we raiſe not up, nor form to ourſelves, any 
thing to explain this myſtery which God 
himſelf would not approve by his word or 
Spirit; there being ſo many diſcoveries and 
diſplays of God, who, though he be one 
pure, glorious eſſence, yet his creature man 
cannot behold him fo, but as in fo many 
compound parts and beams of glory. Man 
cannot take God, nor the myſtery of God, 
2 hr 8 by way of parts in diſtin& kinds of 
excellency, 
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excellency, and ſo view him in one thing 
with another ; thus he is beſt diſcovered in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

So, when we would conſider the work of 
falvation in and by Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt 
take heed of confining it to the myſtery of 
God's love only, leſt ſomething be left out 
by our narrow conceptions, or the myſtery 
be but in part repreſented; and the other 
parts of the work have no room, by which, 
though we may know more of one part, yet 
we may know leſs of another, hke one who, 
pumping water through a narrow pipe, may 
not fill his veſſel, while another, that works 
through a larger, filleth his; and indeed the 
not taking in ſcripture interpretations in ſpi- 
ritual extent and variety, but running away 
to ſome one doctrine more than another, 
which agrees better with ſome principle in 
us, may make us rather opinionated than ſpi- 
ritually wiſe. 

In the work of ſalvation we muſt conſider 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, as he is re- 
vealed, diſtinct from his incarnation; before 
his incarnation, and i in it: without it, he is 
revealed 


136 THE FLOWINGS OF CHRIST'S 


revealed to be © the Word of God, the Wi. 
« dom of God, the eternal God ;” be- 
fore it, he is revealed to be © the Seed of 
ec the Woman, the Promiſe, the Elect, the 
« Covenant, the Angel of the Covenant,” 
&c.; in his incarnation he is revealed to be 
C Emmanuel, or God with us, Fleſh of our 
« Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone, Jeſus, | 
e Chriſt, the Redeemer, the Mediator, the 
“ Prieſt, the Propitiation, the Son, and the 
« Son of Man,” &c. | 

Nov theſe ſeveral deſcriptions will direct 
us, and order our thoughts according to a 
Scriptural revelation of this myſtery ; when 
we read of this Son of God, under the names 
or characters laſt ſpoken of, as © the Son, 
« or Jeſus, or Redeemer,” then we are to 
conſider of this work of Redemption in the 
fleſh, manifeſted and amongſt us; and then 
conſider what part of the work comes under 
that deſcription. 

And, when we read of his other names, we 
are to conſider what part of the myſtery falls 
under thoſe, either without incarnation, Or 
fleſh, as he was one with the Father, &c. 


or 
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or elſe before 1 incarnation, and ſo he was in the 
time of the law of ceremonies and types; and 
from all theſe we may draw this concluſion: 
That the Son of God, as Jeſus and 
Chriſt, manifeſted in the fleſh, was ſent out, 
and given as it were of God; foretold and 
figured before he was given; ever with God, 
being God himſelf, and everlaſtingly preſent, 
as God, and preſent as Mediator, in the 
election of grace, being the Elect, in 
whom we are choſen, and whoſe body we 
are. * | e 
Theſe conceptions of God, as the Word, 
and as Jeſus Chriſt, and Redeemer, and Me- 
diator, is but the drawing forth the myſtery of 
redemption in its ſeveral parts and degrees: 
and all this is true, that God loved us, and gave 
Chriſt, and we are choſen in Chriſt, and he 
was © the Lamb flain before the world” 
in purpoſe, and in the world according to his 
purpoſe; nor are we to conſider God's love 
to us without Chriſt, nor God's love to us 
before Chriſt, nor ourſelves out of Chriſt, in 
whom we are choſen; but rather thus, God 
loved us in Chriſt, and yet gave Chriſt: and 
all this is true in the way and order of mani- 
| feſtation, 
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| feſtation, beyond which we cannot ſee; nor 
can we Scripturally confider any a& of 
grace from God, but in the Son; there being 

no way of union and communion with God 

for man, but by him who is both God and 

man. 


V. God's love n in g9þpel expreſ- 

Wherever there is any appearance of God 
in mercy, or grace, or love, there is goſpel; 
and wherever there is any goſpel, there are 
ſuch expreſſions and appearances of God; as 

in the Old Teſtament, we find him under 
' theſe names: © the Lord thy God, the Lord, 
the Lord merciful and gracious, long-ſuf- 
« fering, and of much goodneſs, a Lord paſ- 
« ſing by the tranſgreſſions of his people, 
loving his freely, counting them the ap- 
<« ple of his eye, the ſignet upon his hand, 
his jewels, his vineyard, his children.“ 

And in the New Teſtament, where God 

appeareth in the fulneſs of love, there he is 
called, a Father of Mercies; and his 
grace © Free Grace; and his love © a love 
« manifeſted and unſearchable,” 


A A 
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And thus the ſoul is to look on him, and 
trace him from grace up to glory; in love, 
and in righteouſneſs; and this is that which 
will draw on the foul to have communion- 
with him. We have to do with him now 
in goſpel appearances and expreſſions. In 
the firſt man, Adam, we had to do with. 
him in a way of ſubjection and righteouſneſs: 
but now in our ſecond Adam, in a way of 
ſonſhip, adoption, and Free Grace. 


VI. The new covenant, 10 covenant properly 
with us, but with Chrift, for us. 

God makes a covenant, properly ſpeaking, . 
under the goſpel as he did at firſt: but his 
covenant now 1s rather a promiſe. Man is 
not reſtored in ſuch a way of covenant and 
condition as he was loſt, but freely, by grace 
and mercy; and yet God covenants too; but 
it is with him that was God and Man, even 
Jeſus Chriſt ; he is both the Covenant and 
the Meſſenger or Mediator of the Covenant. 
God agreed to ſave man, but this agreement 
was with Chriſt, and all the conditions were 
on his part: he ſtood for us, and articled with 
God for us, and performed the conditions, 

wes. 3 | for 
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for life and glory; and yet, becauſe we are 


ſo concerned in it, it 1s called a covenant 


made with us: „I will make a new cove- 
e nant with them.” And yet that it may not 
be thought a covenant only with us, as the 
firſt was, it is called a new covenant, and a 
better covenant; and Chriſt is called the Me. 
diator of it. And leſt we ſhould think ſome 


conditions are to be performed on our 


parts, as in the firſt, it is added: I will 
« write my law in their hearts; I will put 
cc my Spirit within them ;” ſo in this new 
covenant, God is our God of Free Grace and 
righteouſneſs on his part, not for any condi- 
tional righteouſneſs on ours; yet in Scrip- 


ture it is called ſtill a covenant, becauſe God 


is our God {till in a way of righteouſneſs, of 
redemption, and of condition too ; yet not on 
ours, but on Chriſt's part for us; and yet it 
is © a covenant with us, becauſe we are 


cc Chriſt's, * 1 Cor. 1 111. 


VII. God's s manner of covenanting. 


- God takes us into covenant, not for any 
condition in us before ; he brings with him 
Oe and in him all the conditions, and 
5 makes 
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makes us as he would have us; not for the 
covenant, but in it, or under it; we are his- 
people before, and he our. God: © I will 
« make a new covenant with thee; I will be 
« thy God, and they ſhall be my people. I will 
« write my law in your hearts, and put my 
« Spirit within you.“ Heb. viii. 10. © You 
« have not choſen me, but I have choſen 
« you.” 


VIII. They that are under grace revealed, are 
no more under the law. 


While we are out of covenant with God, 
we are, in our own apprehenſion, under 
the curſe for any breach of law or diſobe- 
dience. But, when once grace is re- 
vealed, we are ſenſibly under grace, and no 
more under the law. The law can only tell 
a believer he ſins, but cannot tax him with 
damnation:“ We are not under the law, 
© but under grace. Who ſhall lay any 
* thing to the charge of God's elect? Who 
* ſhall condemn ? It is Chriſt that died.” 
Rom. viii. 33. | 


IX. When 
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IX. When God is ſaid to be in covenant 
with a ſoul. 


A foul is ſenſibly in covenant with God 
when God hath come to it in the promiſe; 
and then, when it feels itſelf under the power 
of the promiſe, it begins only to know it is 
in covenant; and to yield obedience as if it 
were but juſt entering into that covenant 
which God hath made with it in Chriſt be- 
fore; ſo they on believing do rather feel 
themſelves in that covenant which God 
hath made with them, without reſpect to 
any thing in themſelves, either faith or re- 
pentance, &c. 


X. A juſtified perſon is, in God's account, 4 
EE. perfect perſon. : 
A perſon juſtified, or in covenant, is. as 

pure in the ſight of God as the righteouſ- 

neſs of Chriſt can make him (though not fo. 
in his own eyes, that there may be work for 
faith), becauſe God ſees his children only in 

Chriſt, not in themſelves. And, if they were 

not in ſuch a perfect righteouſneſs, they could 

| not 
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be loved of him, becauſe © his eyes are 
« purer than to behold iniquity,” or to love 
a ſinner as a ſinner. 


XI. Sin deſtroys not the eternal bond of union 
with God, but ſeparates from communion with 
God. 


No ſins can make God, who loves for 
ever and is unchangeable, change in his love; 
and yet a believer juſtly grieves for ſin, be- 

cauſe it grieves the Spirit of his God; and, 
though he knows ſin cannot now alter the 
love of God, yet, becauſe it hides it, he hates 
it; in this ſenſe it ſeparates not eternally, 
but from temporal communion with God, 
“e grieving the Holy Spirit of God.?“ 


XII. Chrift in the fleſh. 


Chriſt in the fleſh was God himſelf, who, 
that he might reveal his love to us, made 
us partakers of the divine nature, by faſhion- 
ing our nature for his own glory to live in, 
and by being both God and man amongſt 
us, and for us; and herein 1s the myſtery of 

G _. reconcihation: 
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reconciliation : none but the nature of God 
could reconcile God, and no nature, but 
man's that had ſinned, could properly ſuffer 
for man: therefore © there is one Mediator 
cc betwixt God and man, the Man Chriſt 
© Scop.” | 


XIII. Chriſt being in our nature. 


Chriſt was love; mercy, and riches of 
Free Grace manifeſted in the fleſh, and in 
our nature, that they might flow out more 
abundantly upon our nature, on the veſſels 
of mercy choſen in this Chriſt, before the 
* foundations of the world.” 


XIV. Chriſt's love. 


Chriſt's love muſt needs exceed all the 
love of the children of men; for he was the 
very Love of God clothed, in fleſh and 
ce blood.” This is he that was © red in his 
cc apparel, as he that 1 in the wine 

< preſs.” 


XV. Chriſt doing and ſuffering for our fakes. 
Chriſt came into the world, that he might 
| 5% 
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do what we could not do, fulfil the law, and 


ſuffer what we could not ſuffer for the breach 
of the law. 


XVI. Chriſt's mediatorſvip. 


Chriſt ſtanding now as a perſon betwixt 
God and the children of men, on whom 
righteouſneſs and fin met: the righteouſneſs 
of God, and ſin of men; whereby all the 
ſins of his people were © fully done away 
by an infinite righteouſneſs and glorious 
atonement. 


XVII. The right general redemption by = 
ſecond Adam. 


Chriſt is the ſecond Adam, in whom all 
are made alive, as all in the firſt Adam were 
dead; but not ſo, as if all who were dead 
in the firſt Adam, were made alive in the ſe- 
cond : but as the firſt Adam was the perſon 
in whom all that are dead did die, fo Chriſt 
is the ſecond Adam, in whom all that are 
alive do live; for Chriſt is the common na- 
ture of the living ſeed who live unto 
G 2 righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, as Adam was the common na- 
ture of the dead mankind, who die unto righ- 
teouſneſs : © for, as by one man's diſobe- 
« dience many were made ſinners, ſo, by the 
te obedience of one, many are made righ- 
© teous. God hath concluded all under fin, 
e That the promiſes by faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
« might be given to them that believe,” 
Gal. iii. 22. 


XVIII. Chrift's love. 


The love of Chriſt excelled in this, that 
he gave himſelf to die for us when we were 
enemies to him; we crucified him ourſelves, 
who came to be crucified for us; and could 
neither love him, nor pity him, for what he 
did, © for while we were as yet finners, Chriſt 
« died for us; and greater love than this 
« hath no man.” This is the myſtery, that 
man could not live by Chriſt till he had 
firſt killed Chriſt ; and thus he was wounded 
in the houſe of his friends: © O all ye that 
t paſs by the way, behold, and conſider if 
.< ever there were love and myſtery like un- 
„ 


XIX. Chriſt's 
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XIX. Chrif's blood. 


The blood of Chriſt was not the blood-ef 
man only, but the blood of God, and there- 
fore it was a price for ſin; the Godhead 
being in union with the fleſh bleeding for ſin, 
by which it is called © the redemption of 
« his blood, and the blood of the Son of 

c God.“ 


XX. Christ's blood poured out. 


The blood of Chriſt poured out wrought | 
greater compaſſion in God towards men (I 
ſpeak as a man) than the ſufferings of all the 
men in the world could do; becauſe he, be- 
ing begotten of God himſelf, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon, though he could not 
ſuffer, being infinite glory, yet, becauſe 
that perſon ſuffered which was God and 
man, or the Son of God in man; the Father 
in an unſpeakable way beheld the travel of 
his foul, and was ſansfied. 


XXI. Chrift's Safer dipt in blood. 


Chriſt's garment which he was deſcribed 
in by re prophets under the law, is of a 
| +03 colour 
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_. colour to ſet forth love and ſuffering under 
the goſpel; for this is © he that came from 
% Bozra with his garments died red.“ 


XXII. Chrif”s comelineſs. 


The comelineſs of Chriſt in the goſpel is 
a a moſt deſirable comelineſs for the ſons of 
men to love; it is the glory of © the only be- 
« gotten Son of God,” full of grace and 
truth, the ſweeteſt object for thoſe in miſery 
to delight in. This is that beloved which is 
« more than another beloved.” 


XXIII. Cris beauty. | 


Chriſt hath both the form and power of 
love in him, and therefore it is that his ſpouſe 
beholds him as white and ruddy, and the 
« faireſt amongft ten thouſands ;” white in 
the glory of his Godhead, and ruddy in the 
fufferings of his manhood; and, becauſe of 
his ſweet ointments or pourings out of his 
Spirit, the virgins follow him, for his hands 
« drop myrrh upon the ſoul, even ſpiri- 
« tual graces upon the handles of the 
« lock.” 


XXIV. Chriff's 
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XXIV. Chrift's names. 


Chriſt will be known to his own by no 
other names but names of love and grace: 
« a Lover, a Bridegroom, a Phyſician, a 
«. Saviour, an Emmanuel, or God with us, 
« an only begotten Son of God, the Bright- 
« neſs of his Glory, a merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt, a Sacrifice for ſin, a Media- 
« tor, an Advocate for ſin, a Beloved;” and 
he brings a ſoul to the © banquetting-houſe 
« of ſpiritual things, and his banner over it 
hl loye.” 15 | "1/3 


XXV. Chriſt and his. 


Chrift having adorned his in the riches 7 
his righteouſneſs, looks on them, and loves 
them in his own glory, ſo that they both love 
one another; Chriſt and his ſpouſe delight 
in one another : © Thou haſt raviſned my 
* heart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe ; thou haſt ra- 
« viſhed my heart with one of thy eyes, 
« with one chain of thy neck,” faith Chriſt ; 
and faith. the ſpouſe, © My beloved is the 
< faireſt amongſt ten thouſands.” 


G4 XXVI. Chris 


152 THE FLOWINGS or CHRIST's 


XXVI. Chri/t's love in Heaven to us, or Chriſt 
| exalted. 


The love of Chriſt ts abundant now in hea- 
ven towards us, by how much more the love 
of God is gloriouſly ſhed abroad within him, 
yet his nature is the ſame; for he is no leſs 
man, nor more God than he was; but more 
exaltedly God and man, even © the Man 
« Chriſt Jeſus.” 


XXVII. The goſpel is Chrift revealed. 


The goſpel is Chriſt himſelf, and love 
revealed, or the © Word of God” in the 
word, or the glad tidings of what he hath 
done and ſuffered for ſinners, and over whom 
he hath conquered, being captain of our ſal- 
vation, having ſpoiled principalities and pow- 
ers, making © a ſhew of them openly ; and 
« triumphing over them,” Col. xv. It is 
the miniſtry of life, and peace, and glory, or 
God ſpeaking to his ele& from Heaven, as 
though he did entreat them to believe, that 
e he was born of the ſeed of David, ſuffered, 
« died, and roſe again for their juſtification;” 

5 and 
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and that they are © ſitting tegether with him 
« in heavenly places.” 


XXVIII. The myſtery of Chriſt in the goſpel 
| is a myſtery. of love. 

The whole buſineſs of Chriſt, as it was 
begun in love, and brought forth in love 
into the world, ſo all the actions and work- 
ings of it from the beginning, to Chriſt's 
ſitting at the right hand of God, are but a 
goſpel or relation of unſpeakable love reveal- 
ed to the world, fo the carrying on of all is 
in love; man through the goſpel is wrought 
on by love, perſuaded of love in love, and 
fweetly tempted and drawn to love again; 
while the love of God, and the bleſſing of 
adoption, are ſhed abroad (by the Holy 
Ghoſt, through the goſpel) on the fouls 
of men, to reconcile them who were 
otherwiſe enemics in their minds by wicked: 
works, and to draw them to love-him, who 
never Was an enemy to them, even. God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they were choſen, 
though the myſtery is revealed to us under 
a party- coloured work of fin and grace. 


G 5 XXIX. 4 
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XXIX. A believer's glorious freedom, 


The Spirit of Chriſt ſets a believer as free 
from hell, the law, and bondage, here on 
earth, as if he were in heaven; nor wants he 
any thing to make him happy in the enjoy- 
ment of it, but a revelation of it to him. | 

For the world, the fleſh, the devil, and 
the law, are all fo near him in this life, that 
he cannot walk by ſight, or in the clear ap- 
prehenſion of the ſafety of his ftate, as he 
ſhould, notwithſtanding © the juſt do live by 
' faith, and faith is the evidence of things 

not ſeen.” 


XXX. A tbe fins of believers done away on 
the croſs. 


There 1s no fin paſt, preſent, or to come, 
which Chriſt did not pay down the price of 
his blood for upon the croſs; © making peace 
through the blood of his croſs: and yet 
a believer will avoid and hate fin as much 
as if all his fins were to pay for yet, know- 
ing that he is not jedeemed to fin, but from 
ſin; not that he may fin, but that finning, 

he 
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ke may not ſuffer for ſin ;. © * is riſen 
for our juſtification.!” 


XXXI. Chriſt preached to Yon 
Chriſt in the goſpel calls out of heaven to 
finners by that very name, and tells them that 
falvation is finiſhed for them who believe on. 
him. Nor doth he ſtand upon what ſins, 
leſs or more, great or ſmall; ſo that none 
may ſay they are too bad to partake of this 
ſalvation, be they never ſo ſinful. 


XXXII. A believer muſt live in Cori, an 
out of himſelf. 2. | 
He hath a twofold. condition (yet as æ 
believer but one) ; in Chriſt, in himſelf; but. 
he ought ever to conſider himſelf in Chriſt. * 
by faith, not in himſelf: in Chriſt he hath 
perfectly obeyed the whole law, perfectly 
ſuffered and ſatisfied for all his fins to the 
Juſtice of God, and in. Chriſt is perfectly 
juſt and righteous ; and therefore it is ſaid, 
that “ our life is hid with Chriſt in God, 
and we are raiſed up with Chriſt, and 


made to ſit together in heavenly places in 9 


I Chriſt Jeſys,” even already ; but in him- 
G & ſelf 


, 
- Pa 
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{elf there is a body of luſt, corruption, and 
fin; and there is a law revealing fin, accuf- 
ing and condemning. So if a believer lives 
only by ſenſe, reaſon, and experience of him- 
ſelf; and as he appears to men, he lives both 
under the power and feeling of fin and the 
law: but as he lives by faith in Chriſt, be- 
heving in the life, righteouſneſs, obedience, 
ſatisfaction, and glory of him, he lives out 
of the power of all condemnation, and 
unrighteouſneſs. And thus a believer is 
bleſſed only in a righteouſneſs without, not 
within him; all his aſſurance, confidence, 
and comforts, are to flow into him through a 
channel of faith, not of works, believing 
himfelf happy for what another, even Chriſt, 
bath done for him, not what he hath done, 

or can do for himſelf. 


XXXIII. How Chrift and à believer were 
one as ta his fins and Chriſt's righteouſneſs. 
All the ground of a believer's righteouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation, and exemption from the 
Ew, fin, and the curſe, is from the nature, 
office, and tranſaction, or work of Chriſt, by 
God's account in the work of imputation;. 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt ſtood clothed” in our nature, betwixt 
God and man, and in that, with all the fins 

of believers upon him, «© God having laid 
« on him the iniquities of us all:“ in his 
office he obeyed, ſuffered, fatisfied, and of- 

fered up himſelf, and now fits as a mediator 
to perpetuate or make his facrifice, obe- 
dience, ſufferings, and righteouſneſs everlaſt- - 
ing; and thus © bringing in everlaſting 
tc righteouſneſs:” and God accounts, reck- 
ons, or imputes all that was done in our 
nature, as done by us, calling things that are 
| not, as if they were, and in his perſon, as in 
our perſon: and thus © he is made fin for 
« us who knew no fin, that we might be 
« made the-righteouſneſs of God in him.” 


XXXIV. We muſt not appear but in Chriſt, 
therefore not as ſinners, but as righteaus. 
A believer in all his dealings with God, 
either by prayer, or other way of drawing 
near, is to ſtate and conſider himſelf thus in 
Chriſt in the firſt place, in the relation of 
ſonſhip and righteouſneſs, and to look at, or 
conſider fins no otherwiſe in himſelf, than 
e and cancelled by the blood of 
"0 5 Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt: . by faith in him, all bondages, fears, 
and doubtings are removed, and his ſpirit is 
free, ® for the Son hath made him free:” 
and now he ſpeaks in © the ſpirit of adop- 
* tion, and calls God father: and here be- 
gins all faith, hope, confidence, love, liberty, 
when as others dare not believe themſelves 
in ſuch a condition, till upon certain terms 
of humiliation, ſorrow for ſin, works of righ- 
teouſneſs, they have, as they think, pro- 
duced a reaſonable meaſure of, as a price 
or fatisfaftion to come with, then the will 
begins to believe, hope, and be confident; 
and thus in way of chmpounding and bar- 
gaining with God, deal with him on all oc- 
caſions: but fuch © ſubmit not to the righ- 
* teonſneſs of God, and the free gift of 
| juſtification by grace, and give not glory: 
to God: for they that believe upon ſome- 
thing to be firſt produced in themſelves, 
mall, © as they have kindled a fire, lie 
e down in the ſparks of their own kind- 


ling,“ and have nothing in Chriſt, be- 


cauſe they will not have all in him; for 
e muſt Either 1 all in him, or no- 


" 
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ching: and though ſome will have all in 
Chriſt for ſalvation, yet they will have ſome- 
thing in themſelves to believe their intereft 
in this ſalvation; and though they think this 
is not to reject Chriſt for righteouſneſs, yet 
it is to reject his free- promiſe or word of 
aſſurance for this righteouſneſs, and rather 
a being perſuaded upon ſight than faith, 
and on ſenſe, than promiſe, and on ſome- 
ching in themſelves, than in himſelf. 


XXXV. The law of the ſpirit of life in the 
goſpe! is now the rule for a believer to walk 
by. 

The goſpel is both a perfect law of life 
and righteouſneſs, of grace and truth; and 
therefore 1 wonder that any ſhould con- 
tend for the miniſtry of che law, or ten com- 
mandments under · Moſes, which is of leſs 
glory than that which is now revealed, and 
exceeds in glory; or ſhould ſtrive for the 
law. in preference to. the goſpel, which is 
eſtabliſhed by the goſpel: nor is the holineſs 
and ſanctification by faith ſuch as is faſhion» 
ed by the law or outward commandment, 
buy * the preaching of faith, by which the 
wy 2 ſpirit 


_- ſubſtance and matter, yet we are not to live 
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ſpirit is given to renew and ſanctify a be- 
Bever, making him a ſpiritual law of com- 
-mandments in himſelf, and his heart as it 
were two tables for the law of love: and 
though Moſes' law be a beam of glory in 


by the light of one beam, now the Son 
of righteouſneſs is riſen himſelf : that is 
fit for thoſe that live in the region and 
- ſhadow of death: it is with the law under 
the goſpel, as it was with the light in the 
creation, when that which was 8 
was gathered into one body of light: 
Chriſt now being revealed, holineſs and Ta 
teouſneſs, as well as grace and love, are re- 
vealed in him, and gathered up in him. 
And what need we light up a candle for the 
children of the day to fee the ſun by? Why 
ſtrive for a ſtream in the channel, when the 
fountain is open? Nor doth. it honour the 
glory of Chrift now revealed'to be admir- 
ing the / light upon Moſes” face. The 
Word is now made fleſh, and dwells among; 
4 us, and we behold,” and are to behold 
0 Js, ” not Moſes glory, « the glory a as of 
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« the only begotten Son, full of truth as 
« well as grace.” 


* 


XXXVI. Legal and goſpel commandments, 
peꝛrſugſions, and duties. © 
Goſpel commandments, and legal com- 

mandments, do not go forth in the ſame 

way, in the ſame manner, or to the fame 
end: the law commands men to obey, to love, 
to fear, to be holy, that God may be their 

God, and they his people; the goſpel com- 

mands us to obey, and love, becauſe we are 

the people of ſuch a God: the law com- 
mands us in the power of God as a law- 
giver and judge; the goſpel in the love 
of a father: the law commands by promiſes 
and threatenings, bleſſings and curſings; the 
goſpel overcomes by love; gives pow- 
er, and then commands; by promiſes, 
exhorts, entreats, and reaſons to duty, 
rather than threatens; and draws by love 
rather than drives: and by ſetting- forth 
promiſes, and privileges, and prerogatives, 
and power on God's part, and love on 

Chriſt's part for us and in us; and in love 

argues us into doing and working, till love 
|= reflect 
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reflects love again: Chrift is chiefly held 
forth as an example for obedience, for mor- 
tification and newneſs of life; ſo the goſpel 
rather operates by pattern of love, and 
by imitation than command, Heb. xii. 1, 
SI * * 
Nor is it to the ſame end. The end of 
the law was to bondage, fear, tutorſhip, re- 
vealing of fin, outward obedience and con- 
formity: the end of goſpel-law is to love, 
newneſs of fpirit, praiſe, and thankſgiving 
for righteouſneſs and life received, and teſ- 
timony to our righteouſneſs received in Chriſt. 
Having theſe promiſes, tet us cleanſe 
* ourſelves from all filthineſs both of fleſh 
« and ſpirit, Rom. And thus, « Chriſt's 
« yoke is eaſy, and his burthen light, and 
his commandments are not grievous ;” 
for they are commandments that carry life 
and power, and quicken to that duty they 
command, like the ſun, who warmeth us 
in the very ſhining upon us: fo we work, 
and walk, and hve under the goſpel, as 
being ſaved already, as redeemed, yet 
bringing forth in power of this redemption 
and ſalvation, through the Spirit of adop- 
pg tion, 


mos „„ 
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tion, freely working to the praiſe of that 
free-grace ; freely obeying for ſuch free' 
redemption, and doing every thing in love, 
becauſe of the © love ſhed abroad in our 
« hearts,” not from a ſlaviſh fear of judg- 


ment, hell, or damnation; but with an 


earneſt of heaven and glory in the heart to 
ſtrengthen to work, to quicken to duty: 
doing all from the * law of the ſpirit of 
« life in Chriſt Jeſus;” except when cor- 


ruption or temptation hinders freeneſs . 


n mindedneſs in duty. 


XXVII. The goſpel in the bolineſs and grace 
| of tt. 

There is doctrine of holineſs in the 128 
pel, as well as grace and love; and there 
are teachings for obedience, as well as tidings 
of forgiveneſs. The grace of God that 
H bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all, 
c teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, 
« &c. we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
« and godly,” Tit. ii. 12. And this kind 
of goſpel is ſuch in the revelation of it as 
is agreeable to both God and man: God 
the Father may be ſeen in requiring holi- 


. neſs, 
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neſs, and the Spirit working and teaching 
the holineſs commanded, and the Son in 
redeeming us to holineſs, even to the will 
both of the Father and the Spirit. And this 
goſpel fits man, who is made up both of 
fleſh and ſpirit, and fo hath need of a law 
without, in the letter, as well as within 1n the 
heart and ſpirit: © the law is ſpiritual, but 
te we are carnal,” Rom. vii. Nor can ſuch 
a ſtate of fleſh and ſpirit be. held by a 
law within only; for the word and law of 
the Spirit is merely for the ſpiritual mind or 
ſtate: angels live by a law ſpiritual, or word 
of revelation ; but our part here, which 
is carnal, muſt needs be ordered in part 
by the law of a literal commandment; and 
yet this law's voice is not fuch as it was be- 


fore: the Spirit quickened us, mere words in 


the letter; but it is now a ſpiritual law in the 
hand of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus it is accord- 
ing to the juſt, wiſe, and righteous diſtribu- 
tion which God hath. made our diverſe eſtate 
_ of fleſh and ſpirit, by dealing out to us both 
the word and ſpirit, the letter and life. 


Therefore the word is called “ ſcriptures 


« given by inſpiration, and is profitable for 
| «© doctrine, 


= A „ 
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« doctrine, &c.“ 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And 
the Spirit is called the . anointing, and teach 
« eth all things,” 1 John ii. 27. And 
« ] will put my law in their minds,” Heb. 
viii. 10, 11. And the Comforter whom 
« ] will ſend, he ſhall teach you, John 
xiv. 26; 1 Theſſ. iv. 9; Acts ii. 17. 
Thus whatever doctrine of holineſs is in 
the New Teſtament, as the Spirit works it 
we perform it, becauſe it is now the doc- 
trine of him who is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Lord as well as Chriſt; one who reigns 
and rules, as well as ſaves: nor is there any 
covenant of works in ſuch kind of obe- 
dience: life is given to make us ig 
not for our obeying. | 


XXXVIII. The new covenant further ſet 
forth to be a covenant of promiſe. 

The covenant that is called the new cove- 

nant, that God makes with his Son, revealed 

in the goſpel, is to be all performed on his own 


- part, without any thing on: man's; he makes 


himſelf ours, and makes us his; all of his 
own doing: though a covenant, in the ſtrict 
legal common ſenſe, is upon certain articles 
of agreement and conditions to be perform- 

3 ed 
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ed on both fides: thus ſtood the old cove- 
nant, there was life promiſed on condition 
of obedience, and ſo in covenants and con- 
tracts betwixt man and man; but in this 
caſe there is a covenant, or rather promiſe, 
in Jeſus Chriſt, who is called the Mediator 
or Manager of the Covenant, in which 
God gives himſelf freely in Chriſt, to be 
the God of a poor ſinner ; Chriſt undertak- 


ung all, both wih the Father and with the 


ſoul. Such a kind of covenant was eſta- 
bliſned with Noah, Gen. ix. 11. * Behold 
J eſtabliſh my covenant, &c.” nothing 


required on man's part: this is called a new 


covenant, for it is full againſt the ſtrain of 
the old, wherein man was to have his life 
upon performing certain conditions. It 
were good, that we did not reſt too much 
in the notion of covenanting: nor is it the 
way of a covenant that the goſpel uſes, but 
the free . promiſe of grace, and falvation; 
the Spirit uſes the word covenant by 


way of alluſion, - becauſe the ſoul, be- 


ing under the power of a legal Spirit, 
may contract and covenant with God to 


_ obey, though God gives no life in ſuch a 
way 


WW 
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way of a covenant or obedience. I have 
obſerved, that the uſage of this word hath a 
little corrupted ſome in their notion of free- 
grace, making them conceive a little too 
legally of it: and I conceive, that the 
doctrine of it in Heb. viii. 10, &c. 1 
will write my law, &c. And will take 
« away your ſtony heart, &c. And put a 
rc new ſpirit within you, Jer. xxxi. 31 
Ezek. xxxvi. 26; doth clear it to be only 
promiſe and grace, and free-love to a ſin- 
ner; for if any thing were to be done for 
life or ſalvation, we ſhould darken the glory 
of free-grace, and make it a promife neither 
wholly of grace, 'nor wholly of works. 
« And if it be of grace, it is no more of 
« works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace,” 
Rom. xi. 6, Nor is this promiſe of ſalva- 
tion given to ſinners as ſinners, for being 
ſo qualified or conditioned ; not to finners 
as ſinners, for God can only love man in 
Chriſt; nor as any otherways qualified or 
conditioned: for ſo life would be merited 
by us, rather than for us, whereas we are only 
ſinners in our own and others' judgments, 
but ever loved in Chriſt, which love is re- 
0 vealed. 
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vealed to us when the promiſe comes. And 
though by nature ungodly, and ſinners, 
and © children of wrath:” we are not ſo 
in Chriſt, but ſo in the world and in our- 
ſelves; not ſo in God's account, but the 
world's: ſo here is ground enough for 
hope of falvation to the vileſt ſinners, and 
for the vileſt ſinners to receive; © for God 

« was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto 
. himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto 
« them, and hath committed to us the word 
« of reconciliation,” 2 Cor. v. 19. 


XXXIX. The way of aſſurance for be- 


| hevers. | 

The ſureſt knowledge that any have 
chat they have received the promiſe, is by 
aſſurance of the cloſing of the heart with 
_ Chriſt, the real receiving and believing, the 
relying and going out of the heart upon 
Chriſt: The juſt ſhall live by faith,” 
Rom. 1. 17. © We walk by faith and not 
ce by ſight.” This was the aſſurance the 


Father of the faithful had, who ſtaggered 


« not at the promiſe through unbelief, but 


* gave glory to God:“ yet this aſſurance 


15 


ks. © 8 
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is ſuch as the ſoul cannot be content with 
only; there is ſomething in man beſides faith 
to be ſatisfied, reaſon will have ſome light 
to ſee by: and therefore the working of 
the Spirit in producing faith, love, repen- 


tance, and ſelf-denial, are ſuch glimmerings 


as the ſoul may be refreſhed by, though 
not ſtrengthened, and comforted, though not 
ſupported by ; works, though they cannot aſ- 
ſure by themſelves, yet, when raiſed up by 
faith, may with it cheer up the ſoul: alſo, if we 
believe more of theſe works than we ſee or 
cel, zo the ſtrengthening of faith, they may 
become like the tokens and changes of rai- 

ment, by which Jacob was perſuaded that 
Joſeph was alive ; by theſe we may be bet- 


ter perſuaded that we live in Chriſt : there-' 


fore the ſoul being a reaſonable and diſ- 
courſive ſpirit, is much fatisfied in ſuch a 


way, when the Spirit of God helps it to rea- Ks 


fon aright, and draw concluſions from good 
evan; ; for inſtance, - 


The Word fays, © Whoſoever believes 
« ſhall not abide in darkneſs, or periſh.” 

I believe, faith the ſoul, and therefore ac- 
cording to this word ſhall not periſh. 


H TU 
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The Word ſays, To believe is to receive, 
ce or put confidence in, or truſt,” as in John 
i. 12. | NN” 
I receive Jeſus Chriſt for mine, I truſt 
in him for ſalvation, therefore I be- 
| heve. | + . 
The Word ſays, Repentance, love, ſelf- 
denial, obedience to the will of God, are 
all the fruits of the Spirit, theſe are in me; 
for I repent, and love, and deny myſelf, and 

The Word ſays, © That we are complete 
te in Chrift, and righteous in Chriſt ;” and 
when I repent, or love, or. obey, I believe 
I am in Chriſt, and therefore my love, and 
repentance, and obedience, 1s fuch as I may 
believe (though not in themſelves,” yet in 
him) to be good and ſpiritual. 
And thus a believer may believe for 
aſſurance, and reaſon for aſſurance: and ſome 
other queſtions a believer may put to his 
own ſpirit, and draw it out into more con- 
clufions for believing: am I Chriſt's, or my 
own? If I be Chrift's, do I walk in 
Chriſt? and hve to Chriſt ? and obey Chriſt? 
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Do I delight in Chriſt and thoſe that are 
Chriſt's? Or do I live to myſelf? To my 
luſt? To my profit or credit ? TED 
or to the world? | 


XI. The goſpel miniſtration very 3 | 
I he miniſtration of the goſpel exceeds 
in glory: for now under the miniſtry of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the heavenly things are brought 
forth, the free love of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf; the pourings out of the ſpirit, and 
the full diſcoveries of love, were reſerved 
for Chriſt's own day; the kingdom of 
God, the righteouſneſs, the juſtification, the 
forgiveneſs of fins, the ſpirit of comfort, 
the glorious liberty of peace, and joy un- 
ſpeakable, are the glories of Chriſt who came 
in the fleſh; the treaſures that went with 
his own perſon: they who were under the 
law ſaw this goſpel day afar off, they ſaw 
by the blood of bulls, and goats, grace 
and peace afar off: but bleſſed are our eyes, 
for we ſee, and our ears, for we hear that 
which many kings and righteous men have 
deſired: we fee the © Son of God himſelf 
* bleeding,” we are under a more ſpiritual 


K 2 ſprinkling 
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ſprinkling than they theirs was a fleſhly 
purifying, they were as children, and ſer- 
vants that were not of age, and ſo had 
not the proper freedom of the heavenly 
inheritance; they were ſubje& to carnal or- 
dinances and bondage: © we are delivered 
from them to ſerve him without fear ;” 
they were kept under the ſchool-maſterſhip 
of the law; we (now the fulneſs of time 
is come”) enjoy the * precious liberty of 


.- the ſons of God,” the light which they lived 


in was glorious (compared with the dark- 


_ "neſs the nations lived in before, even un- 


der a region and ſhadow of death); but that 
was dark compared with < the light of 
e the goſpel; the light of the Sun of righ- 
« teouſnefs which now covers the earth.“ 

Not ſuch an enlightening as that of mount 
Sinai, gendering to bondage and fear, a 
bght with ſmoke in it, and thunder in it, 


or a light with types and terrors in it; but a 
more clear, comfortable, 2nd ſoul refreſhing 
light; the beams of Chriſt now ſhine with 
grace and love upon the ſouls of his people, 
' lke the fun in the ſpring time, in whoſe 

light there goes a virtue waich cauſeth 
- 3 | earth 


* 
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of the ſaints under the the Sun of Righ- 
«. teouſneſs.” Now grace, mercy, and fal- 
vation is in the light thereof; love, joy; 
and peace, with all the (rows: of the Spirit, 
do appear. 

A goſpel miniſtry hath the ſubſtance and 
body of Chriſt, and all that is Chriſt's : the 
goſpel miniſtry hath. the flowings of the 
Spirit, Acts ii. 17, 18; John xvi. 17 ; with 


power and life to change the ſoul * from. 


« glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord, 


2. Cor. v. John v. 25 hath ſpiritual Ss ; 


dom, to ſet ſouls at liberty from death and 


the curſe, and everlaſting, righteouſneſs is 
brought in, Dan. ix. when the fulneſs of 


age is come, the ſeverity of. the law, the 
ſchoolmaſter, hath done whipping, © we 
« are now under grace, Gal. iv. 5, 6. the 
goſpel- miniſtry hath Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
not a mere ſign, not a diſtant type of him; 

na ſacrifice now, no Moſes, but the very 


Son of God himſelf, and with him a total: 
change of the prieſthood and ordinances. 


No more prieſts now to reconcile God, but: 
God reconciled, and miniſters of reconcilia- 


H 3 tion; 


earth to ſpring and bloſſom: ſo are the ſouls 


. . 
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tion; the ordinances are few, clear, and ſpiri- 
tual, andthe miniſtry free and large; no more 
to Jew only, but to Jew and Gentile, even 
to the world. © God ſo loved the world, 
« that whoſoever believeth ſhall have lite,” 


_ hv. 1. 


XII. hb whe reſpeiFs the gabel is piles 


Though the goſpel ſpeaks of glorious 
Sits; yet they that perceive not Chriſt will 
diſcern bur little of it; in the bare letter of the 
word there is but little glory: it is a ſad ſtory, 
of one crucified, dead, and riſen ; all the 
outſide is but mean, the miniſtry of the goſ- 


pel is ſtrange tidings, or the fooliſhneſs of 


preaching, 1 Cor. i. 18. The other parts 
of it, plain and homely, ſome water for bap- 


tiſm, a little bread and wine for food. The 
meaneſt and - pooreſt moſt commonly for 
followers and friends of it: Not many 
r noble, not many mighty,” LOS i 
The miniſters of it, or preachers and pub- 
liſhers of it, but homely: what is Paul or 
Apollos, but miniſters by whom we believe ? 


The 
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The houſe of God, or family, conſiſts of 
ſome poor ones, called faints in fellowſhip ; 
the officers, a few plain paſtors, deacons, 
or elders: the laws, ſome bare words of 
entreaty : ſo that both word, miniſtry, and 
-officers, with the doings and adminiſtrations 
that concern Chriſt, are ſuited to a poor _Þ 
crucified, dying Jeſus, to a ſtate of humi- 
lation: and ſo mean, as to © prove a 
ftumbling-block to the Jews, and to the 
* Greeks fooliſhneſs,” 1 Cor. i. 23. 
Thus the goſpel appears in the world's 
view of it. Thus Chrift, as it were, neither 
ſtriving, nor crying, nor any one hearing 
his voice in the ſtreets, Mat. xviii. 19, 20. 
Thus is the work of falvation carried on in 
a myſtery: « this is the wiſdom of God in a 
« myſtery,” 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8. © And yet your 
« is this myſtery of godlineſs.” i 
Firſt, In Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, appear 
ing as the carpenter's ſon in the world's 
eye, yet he is the * only begotten Son of 
« God, full of grace and truth: the bright- 
« neſs of his glory, and expreſs image of 
9 20 perſon,” John i. 14; Heb. i. 2. The 
H 4. word. 


v. 20. 80 that the people of God, or 
& - © friends of chis goſpel, though counted the 
-* off-ſcouring of this world, yet a © ſpirit of 


- and yet poſſeſſing all ting 2 Cor. vi. 
weiß 

e e ies * God,” Mah 2 
thing not ſeen by carnal men, © is full of 


© Ghoſt,” Rom. xiv. 17. 
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word itſelf or ſcriptures, though a word or 
book like a common writing, yet it is a 


word of truth, © and made the power of God 


ec unto ſalvation,” Rom. i. 16. 


The . though but a little plain 


teaching, yet © is mighty to fave,” to re- 2 
concile, or to caſt down high imaginations, - © 


and the miniſters of it are ſtewards © of the 
« myſteries of God, ambaſſadors in Chriſt's 
« ſtead;” whoſe feet are beautiful with 
glad tidings to ſinners, 2 Cor. xlvii. 2; 2 Co. 


glory reſteth on them,” 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
As dying, and yet behold they live; as ſor- 
rowful, .agd yet 3 as poor, 


8 ene, proce, ede ef We 


BLOOD FREELY ro SINNERS.. 177 
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XIII. 2 of perfatio of the Copel. 


| The diſpenſation i is by preaching, expla- : 
nation, perſuaſion, and promiſe. We 


« beſeech you to be reconciled, &c.” ©« And. - 
« ſuffer a word of exhortation, &c.” And 
c of conditional promiſe,” - as © whoſo- 
c ever belieyeth ſhall not periſh, &c. Of. 
judgment to come, as © he that believeth 
not is condemned, &c.” Of admonition,, 
« Tf ye. love . my eee. 
« NC. 

Now the diſpenſation of the goſpel thus 
laid down, is for the better diſpenſing it to - 
the ſouls of his people, that divine and 
fpiritual things might be more effectually 
conveyed in a comprehenſive and natural. 
way, as a key is made fit to the wards of a 
lock. And theſe ends are to be anfwered;. 
rather than to ſtir up any ſuppoſed free-will 
in man, as ſome imagine: for the goſ⸗ 
pel is not preached upon freedom of will 
in any but thoſe who are made willing to 
receive it, in a way as near to their own 
condition- and nature, as can be: for none 

8 Hs 8 
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are converted againſt their will, but their 
2 is ſpiritually changed, ſo that they are 
ec made willing in the day of his power.“ 
God doth open the hearts of his people, 
while he ſtands and knocks. Lydia's heart 
* N ce as he ſtood at the door and 
* knocked,” Revel. iii. 20. This i is the 
goſpel way of his entrance. He doth not 
ſtrive nor cry, nor doth any one hear his 
voiee in the ſtreets: he doth not force him- 
ſelf into the ſoul againſt the will, but bring- 
ing in ſpiritual things fo ſuitable to their con- 
dition, that they cannor, ne: will not, reſiſt 


XLIII.  Goſpel-promiſes. 


The promiſes are words whereby God en- 


gages himſelf to man freely, of grace: and as 
bis Promiſes are of grace, ſo his perform- 
ances are in faithfulneſs: and in theſe pro- 


miſes the love of the Father, Son, and 


Spirit, are revealed with the treaſures and 
riches of ſalvation to ſimers. Thus all 


is made over upon word of oath and pro- 
miſe, to us; and by our believing, and tak- 
ing in th things, of dep hed, upon 

02 5 God's 
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God's engagement, he ſtands bound himſelf 
freely to give all, and we muſt. receive all. 
as a free-gift from him. ; 
By this exerciſe of waiting,. and believ- 
ing, and relying, we get an earneſt, even 
a ſpiritual and glorious' earneſt, given to us 
here, even the © holy Spirit of promiſe, 
6 which is the earneſt of our inheritance; 
though ſome promiſes ſpeak of conditions, 
as of faith and repentance, &c. yet they are 
only ours upon this condition, that we were: 
Chriſt's before, © for in him all the 2 
« miſes are yea and amen.“ | 
The promiſes that God makes in Chriſt, 
are free; and being made before in Chriſt, 
are firm, for Chriſt is all that to God 
that we ſhould be unto him, and we are 
in Chriſt ; ſo Chriſt takes away all diſeou- 
ragements and excuſes, in any that dare 
not believe themſelves to be heirs, on ac- 
count of their unworthineſs ; therefore 


« The Spirit and the Bride ſay, come; and 4 | 


* whoſoever will, let him come, and take 
© of the waters of life freely,” Rev. xxil.. 


HE XUV. Gat. 
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XLIV. God's s difpenſations under both law 
and gofpel—alſo of WO ang e ge 
Binnen, 


Before Jeſus Chriſt came in the ficſh, 
and offered up himſelf, God received him 

in types and ſacrifices of blood, &c. and. 
the whole. miniftry was wrapt up in a 
prieſthood, ſo that the prieſthood and ſa- 
_ crifices of the law did ſet forth and ſhadow 
Chrift in a way of offering, or ſacrifice, to 
God the Father; therefore God, under that 
diſpenſation, did appear rather under condi- 
tions of reconciliation. than as already recon- 
ciled, though all were ſaved then, by faith 
in the ſame Chriſt who was to ſuffer: but 
how much of this ſalvation they knew i is a 


3% queſtion : : it is very likely, and ſomething 


clear from the word, that God was very 
ſparing at that time of the diſcoveries of 
himſelf in Chriſt; and they rather ſaw him 
in his glory above than below, and poſſeſſ- 
ed the typical inheritance of the redemp- 
tion, rather than the miniſtration or goſpel 
of it. 
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God appearing thus, the whole miniſtry of 


the law was taken in, as agreeable to that | 


manner or pattern; and the law of com- 
mandments revealed. on mount Sinai, did 
help to form that miniſtry, and made fin ap- 
pear and abound the more; for which ſuch + 
facrifices. were prepared. And thus the 
frame of the Old Teſtament was in great 
meaſure a revelation. of God's anger againſt 
ſin, the Law revealing fin, and Jefus Chrift 
ſuffering for ſin: and ſo God in times 
of the law appeared rather upon terms 
and conditions of reconciliation; and their 
worſhip of prayer,, faſting, repentance, 
&c. went chiefly under that appearance: 
and every thing of worſhip ſeemed to 
bring ſomething of peace by atonement 
in. relation to the great atonement to come 
by Jeſus Chriſt: in this ſtrain runs the 
miniſtry of the prophets too, in their ex- 
hortations to duties and worſhip; as if 

God were to be appeaſed, and entreated, 
and reconciled, and his love to be had 
in the way of performing duty, doing, 
and worſhipping: ſo under the old diſpen- 
ation, the efficacy and power was put as 


© 


wy 


he Fe of NA 
ir were upon the duty and obedience per- c 
formed; as if God, on our doing of ſuch 
_ things, was to be brought into terms of 
peace, mercy, and forgiveneſs; ſo that their 
' courſe and ſervice then ſeemed as it were a 
working for life and reconciliation. 
But now, under the New Teſtament, God 
| appears in Chriſt, and reconciliation is finiſh- 
ed. Peace is made by the blood of his croſs; 
and now the miniſtry of the New. Teſtament 
is not a Prieſthood of any more preſenting 
Chrift to God in facrifices, but of bringing 
the tidings of a fully reconciled God in. 
Chriſt to man, and of a facrifice already 
accepted for fin. So now there needs no- 
prieſts, but miniſters, or ſtewards, or am- 
baſſadors for dealing out, or declaring the 
love of God to man, and for publiſh- 
ing the glad tidings of peace: all worſhip, 
and ſpiritual obedience, is to run in the 
channel of this diſpenſation ; not for pici- 
fying God, but of love procured, and 2 5 
purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt. 
If theſe things thus ſtated, were more fully 
and ſpiritually opened, there would be more 
goſpel teaching and obeying: for man's obe- 
” dience 
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conſiſtently preached as the goſpel calls for, 
but they run to legal ſtrains, and would 
work God back into his old former way 

of revealing himſelf under the law, when 

he ſeemed to be only in the way to reconci- | 
lation and peace, rather than pacified; and 
thus in prayer, and faſting, and other acts 
of obedience, they want to deal with God as 
they did under the Old Teſtament, not con- 
fidering the glorious love revealed in Chrift . 
crucified, and how goſpel ordinances are 
only ways and means for God to reveal his 
love and grace by the ſpirit of adoption, not 
ways and means for working up love in 
God, that oy e fixed. 


* 


XLV. God and his in JO EE 


They that have received the word of re- 
conciliation are in a very precious, com- 
fortable, and peaceable condition: they are 
lovers of God and Chriſt; they are no more 
enemies in their minds by wicked works; 
they oppoſe not the will of God as they did; 
they reſiſt not the word of the goſpel, they 
flight not the communion of the Spirit of 
SBI | God; 
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God; they are tender of God's honour in 


thing their own. but God's, he ſhall be wel- 
come to all if he call for their credit, he 
ſhall have it, for their bodies, he ſhall have 
it ; they know © they have a Spirit of Glory 


« reſting on them; if he call for their poſ-. 


ſeſſions, ſhall they not leave father, and mo- 
ther, and brethren, and ſiſters, and lands, for 


his name's fake ; they know theſe are not to 


be compared to the glory which. ſhall be 
revealed, they ſhall: have an hundredfold in. 
this life; if he call for their life, he ſhall 


have it: he that vil loſe hs ite for * Chriſt's 


« fake, ſhall find it. 
And, being n they 


are friends with every thing of his; goſpel 


myſtery; they know, and receive, and every 


thing of his they know not, they © wait 


till. he reveals it to them; and what they 


do not underſtand, yet becauſe they know 


it. comes from God, they do not reject 
what comes agreeably to his word, leſt 


they © be found fighters againſt God,” and 
crucify the Lord n ignorance like 


3 


any thing that is God's; they count not am 


Bald 
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Being thus reconciled to God, they love - 


both him and his; they love the bre- 
thren : if there be a naked diſciple, and they 
can, they clothe him; if an hungry diſci- 
ple, they feed him; if an impriſoned diſci- 
ple, they viſit him: A _— 
« clothed me,” &c. © 

Being thus reconciled, they feel God res 
conciled to: them; they are now in the 
way of his love; for now God freely com- 
municates to them, and meets them in 
chen in e 
ſus. 

Nom God 4 the out WE ——_ 
are in poſſeſſion of each other, as the huſ- 
band and the ſpouſe, the father and the ſon; 
they have no parting rights and proprieties; 
God hath not any thing in Chriſt, in heaven, 
or in earth, but it is theirs: © all things are 
« yours, ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 
“ and every thing of theirs is his. 


XLVI. The fears of weak elievers, and the | 
remedies, 4 

Weak believers are like melancholy. 3 
e far otherwiſe than they 
| really: 
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really are; or like ſmoking flax, where there 
is 'more ſmoke than light, more INE 
than true diſcerning. 4 

Their fears are of theſe kinds: KEE ES 

1. They cannot, at ebe 
eee 
not believe it: they cannot, from the ſpirit 
that is in them, but cloſe with Chriſt, and 
claſp about him for ſalvation; yet again 
they are not ſure they have him; * 
be deceived they think at laſt. 


2. Though be 
a little more or better of their condition, yet 


the threats of ſome ſins will down with them 
again. Some of their ſins, which they have 
made their darlings more than others, and 
cheriſhed themſelves in, Oh, theſe they think 
were too great, or too often committed, to 
be forgiven at once. The fragments of 
them lie like dregs at the bottom, and often 
conſcience cannot be ſatisfied that God hath 
fully pardoned them, becauſe they cannot 
pardon themſelves. 

3- They frequently look not upon God in 


TI Worn wn 
GO the Mediator, but they ſuſpect, and 


ae 


BLOOD FREBLY ro SINNERS., 187 
are jealous God hath ſome reckoning ſtillbe- 
hind, becauſe they are ſinful, and * God is 
« purer than to behold iniquity and fo can- 
not believe that God will bear with all thoſe 
corruptions and tranſgreſſions yet in them. 

4. They fear though God may be re- 
conciled with them, and love them at ſome 
times (for they, poor ſouls, only reckon the 
ſeaſons of the Spirit's comforting and breath- 
ing for the times of forgiveneſs), yet God 
may be provoked again, and be angry again 
for new ſins and failings, and then they are 
as much troubled how to come at peace 
again as they were before; and then nothing 
but another ſunſhine of the like former 
comfort can warm them into peace and be- 
lieving. 

5. They cannot ae Pay 555 
greſs as they do daily, without being account 
able to juſticey for all the breaches ; and ial 


are ſetting up new ſcores againſt themſeh -o | 3 
in their conſciences, and keep reckoning for 


God, to diſquiet themſelves in vain... 5 15d 
6. They think every affliction or trouble 
that befalls them is a wrathful puniſhment, 
oe foe: line. they: "hae committed, and 

looking 
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looking on them as meſſengers of wrath from 
as if God woe ſatisfying himſelf upon them, 
and pouring out ſome wrath to Te 


Juſtice for certain ſins. 


J. They often miſtake the goſpel in ie 
doctrine of it, and ſcriptures which threaten 
for ſins, they interpret as belonging to them, 
becauſe they have committed fuch fins. 
In a word, theſe are their fears ſummed up: 
4 otic: of ak wane 
their fins are-pardoned. 

7. They are perſuaded ſome ſins are par- 


„ N Lag TK Cog 
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3. They fear ſtill God may not intend 
them ſuch grace as he promiſes, and 

thereby-arc tempted to ſuſpect the goſpel. 

„ They think if God does pardon them, 


= Et "they may provoke him again ſooner or 


"M0 ; 1 * 
| * . They ſuppoſe they c . 


P 
they cannot but ee 17h 

wWoell as their on. 
f 8 my thick afflictions are ſent upon 
them 
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them in wrath for their ſins, and they cannot 
conſider God in them but as angry, fo they 
kelp the afflictions to affſict them. 

7. They interpret every curſe in the law 
or New Teſtament againſt fin, as their own, 
becauſe it is againſt their ſins. | | 


XLVII. The ramudies.. 


Firſt, we are commanded to believe the 
forgivenels of ſins in Jeſus Chriſt thorough- . 
ly, and not in part: That through his 
< name, whoſoever believes in him ſhall re- 
« ceive remiſſion of ſins.” Acts x. 43. 

2. We are to conſider that one ſin cannot 
be forgiven, but all muſt be forgiven ; it was 
one complete body of fin Chriſt removed: 
thus Jeſus Chriſt hath done away all ſins; For 
« this man, after he had offered one ſacrifice | 
« for fin, for ever ſat down on the right 
« hand of God.” - Heb. x. 22. 

3. We are to believe God according to the 
plainneſs and ſimplicity which he ſpeaks, in 
goſpel promiſes, and words of grace to our 


fouls, as if he ſpoke out to us by name from 


heaven: He that believeth not God, hath 


cc made him a lar, becauſe he believeth not 


* 7s 
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e the record that God gave of his Son,” 
x John v. 10.1 
4- We muſt know, God is not as man, 
that he ſhould be angry and pleaſed as we 
are: © I will be merciful to their unrigh- 
« teouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquities wil 
« I remember no more.” Heb. viii. 12. ©] 
4 will be to them a God, and they ſhall be 
to me a people,” verſe 10. 
_ - 5. We muſt remember our ſins. were 
hid upon Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs be- 


comes ours; God reckons and accounts us 


one: ſo, though we- tranſgreſs continually in 
many things, yet every ſin was accounted for 
in him ; © therefore now there is no condem- 
« nation to them that are in e Chriſt.” 
Rom. viii. 1. | 

6. And for afifions, though they come 
in with fin, and for ſin, and are the wages of 
fin, yet, to the righteous and believers, they 
are not wrathful judgments; for every thing of 
Juſtice againſt ſin was ſpent upon Chriſt ; 
ſo to us they are trials and chaſtiſements: 
* Count it all joy, when ye fall into divers 
on temptations,” James i. 2. Temptations 
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and chaſtenings are in love to weaken fin: 
« as many as I love I rebuke and chaſten,” 
Revel. iii. 19. 
They are in a word a myſterious wn or 
diſpenſation of love and grace, love working 
by that which is in itſelf evil ;- we know that 
« all things work together for good to them 
« that love God,” Rom. viii. 28. 

We are to conſider, that though ** 
Scriptures do often ſet forth the righteouſ- 
neſs of God againſt fin, and his juſtice againſt 
ſin; yet that righteouſneſs and juſtice being ſa- 
tisfied by Jeſus Chriſt, hath no power of con- 
demnation againſt thoſe that are in Chriſt, no 


more than the purſuer had againſt the mur- 


derer in the city of refuge: © For ſin ſhall not 
4 have dominion over you,” Rom. Vi. 14. 
&« Te are not under the law, but under grace.” 5 


XLVIII. Legal converſion. 


There is much miſtake in the buſineſs of 
converſion or regeneration; ; while it is 
looked upon merely as a change in affection | 
or converſation, there may be much de- 
ception, there being many means which 
can work that, and yet that may not be the 

8 Spirit's 


Ge et ee, ED ” —_— — p 
» * 4 * K * 4 2 9 5 — - . 
* . v 
* 
P s * 


792 THE FLOWINGS OF cnmor's 


Spirit's work; ſuch as preſſing things legally: 
as mere commands from che word may do it, 


there is ſomething of the law in the heart 
beforchand, and a natural conſcience diſpoſed 
to fide with the commandments in the word, 

if poſſible, to work ſomething within as 
well as without us; ſo there may be a le- 
gal obedience or conformity of the ſpirit of 


man, and yet no ſpiritual obedience nor con- 


formity by God's Spirit. >. 
2. There are goſpel terrors, as well as 
legal; hell and hell-fire, and the worm 


« that never dies, and condemnation, and 


Jeſus Chriſt, Judge of quick and dead, &c. 
All theſe in the word carry fuch an image 


of wrath, as works fear, and moves the 
- paſſions, which may force the ſoul cn to a 


reformation; and yet but a form of godlineſs 


all the time, without the power. 


3. There are certain ends Nature pro- 
pounds to itſelf for conforming or reform- 


ing; as life eternal, reputation, and men- 


pleaſing; there are exhortations, and per- 


ſuaſions of preachers, or friends, or ac- 


quaintance; there is education; there are ex- 


amples of judgment upon ſinners, godly ſo- * 


- ciety, 
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ciety, &c. all theſe carry in them a power to 
make men do ſomething, and but a ſome- 
thing, in the way of religion. 
All theſe being of an operative and wats 
ing nature, may bring forth ſomething like 
converſion ; which indeed is bur a reſtraint 
at beſt, or a more refined natural condition : 
Nature, if not originally corrupted, were ex- 
cellent. . We ſee how temperate, meck, juſt; 
wiſe, liberal, merciful, many have been; and 
amongſt papiſts, how ſelf-denying, contem- 
plative, ſpeciouſly practiſing, and morally ex- 
celling; and amgngſt formaliſts in religion, 
how ſevere, ſtrict, profeſſing, and practiſing 
in religious duties. But the way for pure con- 
verſion and fpiritual life is by Jeſus Chriſt : 
He that hath the Son hath life.” Chriſt, 
and not works, quickens the heaven- born 
ow 1 2] 55 LES 1 


XLIX. When the Spirit 4 urls, not 


— 


eee, e ads We 
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tion towards God upon any thing they do, 
PO any performance or obedience, as if 
8 I „ 


- 


- 
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God were prevailed with by «ay ng: of 
their own. 
| 2. When they take in Chriſt ſor a Medi- 
ator, but, by the way, not reſting wholly on 
bim, and in him, but as it were to make up 
all ſure with God, they rather look on his 
interceſſion as coming in by the bye. 
3. When they are narrowed as to ſome 
ne circumſtances of worſhip, ſuch as 
time, or place, or perſons, that they cannot 
pray, but at ſuch hours, or in ſuch places, 
4. When they do things, merely. as com- 
manded, from the power of an outward 
commandment, or precept in the word, that 
brings forth but a legal, or at beſt but a 
mixt, obedience and ſervice of ſomething like 
à refined hypocriſy. 
5. When they perform what they do boi 
cauſe of ſome vow, or covenant they have 
made, &c. it is more properly the ſervice 
of the Old Teſtament, and of bondage; 
for, wanting the power and fulneſs of 
the ſpirit of adoption to work obedience 
within, n for the Hour: of 


{ 
Ce 
F 
d 


outward e to work upon them from 


without. 


6. ARES FT 


| worſhip, as prayer, &c. as to a Creator ra- 
ther than a Father; and as to an abſolute God 


rather than a God in Chriſt; without whom 


they, as it were approaching infinite Glory, 
Purity, and Juſtice, can neither have acceſs 


with faith nor boldneſs. 


7. When they have recourſe to e 
things to move them, rather than apply to 
Chriſt for ſtrength, life, and ſpirit; for the 
more any motion or obedience. 1s cauſed 
from external things, the more forced and 
carnal is all ſuch obedience, and the leſs 
a ſpiritual power operates Within. | 

8. When they meaſure their forgiveneſs 
by theit ſin, or ſanctification, and can be- 


lieve no farther than they receive comfort; 


and that upon ſomething of their own per. | 
formed, and not from believing on him who 
hath performed all: God hath not given 
« us the ſpirit of fear, but of power, of 
ce « love, and of a found mind, 2 Tim. i. 8; 
or of a mind not corrupted with any of 


theſe falſe 1 notions. 
17 L. Opinions 
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6 Opinins which make ma bowl”. 


There are certain principles by which 
ſome who are religious, are carried off much 
Toto the goſpel way of obedience. 


1. Men naturally think it impoſſible that 
they ſhould be accepted of God, and Juſti- 
fied, yet do nothing themſelves for it, or 

in it; hereupon the poor ſinners can hardly 

be brought to believe the forgiveneſs" of 
fins, nakedly and freely for nothing, in them- 
ſelves. 

But to take away this, conſider that for- 

giveneſs of fins is a gift of mere grace, and 
* mercy: © By grace ye are ſaved; it is the 

n gift of God,” Epheſ. ii. 8: and through 
__ « Jeſus Chriſt, through the redemption of 
| « his blood,” Rom. iu. 24. As a prince 
raiſes up a beggar, and as Pharaoh's daughter 
brought up Moſes, to are we raiſed up freely 

in mercy. 

2. Men think that whatſoever hes if 
1 ſorm in obedience to the law, that God cannot 
| but approve it, becauſe they themſelves ap- 


prove it for good; hereupon men come to 
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lock on themſelves as capable of doing ſome- | 
thing for life and ſalvation. 

2. But to take off men from ſuck ſelf⸗ 
| love and opinion in the work of ſalvation, 
conſider there is fin in every thing they 
do, 1 John i. 8, © If we ſay we have no 
« fin, we deceive- ourſelves; and there is 
, none righteous, no, not one, Rom. iii. 
10. © Neither doth God judge as man 
« judgeth; God ſeeth not as man ſeeth; man 
© looketh on the outward appearance, but 
* God looketh on che heart,” 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
« God hath balances to weigh thy thoughts, 
« as well as thy actions; in the balance, they 
* are altogether lighter OT 8 Pfal. 
kit. 9. 5 
os Men naturally think it impoſſible to be 
damned for good works, as they call them, 
or ſerving God in a man's own faſhion; and 
ſurely none are condemned fimply for good, 
in ſome kind or degree: and hereupon men 
raiſe up falſe hopes, and comfort themſelves, 
from ſuch a courſe of life as they live in 
towards God. Thus, from ſomething they 
* in their own way, and from 


iT 3 ſometingg 
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ſometlüng chey fancy in God, of mercy and 
forgiveneſs to ſinners, upon this they n 
theraſglres. 

ut to take away this, "confined; 
God be merciful, yet he is only merciful in 
his own way, not ours; not in the way we 
may / corruptly think of him: „ Thou 
« thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch an 
cc one as thyſelf, Pſal. I. 21, God's love 
and grace have ways and; faſpions of his 
own ta move in, and if we be not in that 
way, we ſhall not receive of his ſalvation. The 
Jews were very zealous. after God, yet nor, 
in God's faſhion, but r 
4 bliſh their own. rig] = 
piſt is a follower after God: wry the egg. 
formal, poor ignorant Proteſtant runs on in a 
courſe of obedience, ſerving God as he thinks; 
yet not in God's way of. righteouſneſs, and 
ſo they mils of falyation, not ſeeking it 


in Chriſt, eee ee e 
| Life. 1 


EI. Feſus Chrif Salty to fimers 4s s fomers. 


_ The: apoſtle bath a precious dodtri and 
it is this: « This is a faithful Gying, and: 


— * * . 


« worthy 


* 
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« worthy of all aceeptation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the world to fave ſinners, of 
% whom I am chief,” 1 Tim. i. 15. As if 
he ſhould. fay, Doth any of your hearts tell. 
ye you are finners? Let not that be any 
ground at all to diſcourage you; let not any 
deſpair: becauſe of that: I myſelf was thus 
and thus a blaſphemer, a perſecutor; nay, as if 
that were not enough, I was the chief of ſinners, 
or cho ſinner in chief, the grand and ſupreme 
ſinner, as if chere could not well have been à. 
greater; * and I,” ſays he, obtained mer- 
cy.“ So hereby the Spirit hath laid in 
If che fout ſhould object, if I were not 
fach a ſinner as Lam I could believe; the 
Spirit anſwers, Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
10 world to ſave ſinners; as if he ſhould ſay, 
to ſave even juſt ſuch as thou art. 
If the ſoul ſhould object further, Bet there 
is not ſuch a ſinner as Fam; the Spirit ann 
ſwers, Lea, but here is one greater than 
thou; here is the chief of all ſinners,” the 
prince of ſinners, obtaining merey; Nb 5a 


ape] am the chief. 23 40 


- 
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So that none can be ſuch ſinners, to whom 
Chriſt, and the blood of Chriſt, may not be 
effectual; and that upon the following 

1. From the order of God's decree, he 
loved us, and gave Chriſt ſor us, when we 
were ſinners: © God commendeth his love 
« towards us, in that while we were yet ſin 
« ners, Chriſt died for us,” Rom. v. 8. 
« God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son,” John iii. 

2. Preaching the goſpel and Jeſus Chriſt 
to a ſinner as a ſinner, is but diſplaying this 
glorious love of God in time, which had 
been hid in the boſom of the Father from 
everlaſting : neither is it any more to ſet 
forth Chriſt to a ſinner, than to manifeſt 
God in his firſt loye, when he gave Chriſt for 
finners, in his own purpoſe and counſel. + 
3. It exalteth and ſheweth grace more, 
a8 a, giſt indeed; for what can be more of 
grace, than that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould receive 
ſinners who have no money, nor price, nor 
works, - nor righteouſneſs, to bring with 


* 
„ 
* 
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nk right when we lift up Jeſus Chriſt 


a3 Moſes lift up the ſerpent in the wilder. 


neſs; not for the healed to look upon, but 
5. It leaves men withour" excuſe, 8 
brings the greater condemnation on them ; | 
for when Chriſt is preached home to the 
very ſoul, he is evidently ſet forth as crucified 
before them, his blood then appears before. 
every one's door, for then there can be no 
objecting; Lord, had 1 been thus and thus 
fit or prepared, then I ſhould have received 
thee, but I was a foul ſinner at that very 
time, fo and fo guilty. To the ſenſible fin- 
ner the Lord anſwers, I come to pardon 
thee, and to waſh thee in my blood, becauſe 
thou wert foul. There is a fountain opened 
for fin and for uncleanneſs. 2 
6. It is moſt agreeable to the goſpel di- 
penſation, and Chriſt's own preaching, viz. 
that the whole need not a phyſician, but 
they that are ſick: I came,” ſays he, © not 
Te EY Re 
« pentance.” | 
. - AV that ever received Chriſt in the 
WIR. toes 
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goſpel, received him in a finful condition, 
as the many believing Jews did, under con- 
viction for the ſin of crucifying Chriſt ; ſo all. 
the churches of Corinth, Epheſus, and Co- 
loſſe: „Such were ſome of you, but ye 
« are waſhed, but ye are cleaned. And ve 
«« were ſometimes. in darkneſs, but are now 
« light in the Lord. Epheſ. v. © Ye who. 
2 were dead in treſpalſes and ſins, and were 
« enemies in your minds by wicked. 2 
« yet now hath he quickened.” Coloſſ. i. 

So to preach Jeſus Chriſt to ſinners, as: 
finners, i is but 
"277 he To. hold him forth in thaw. on God, 
gave him before all time : God gave him to. 
us, becauſe we were ſinners ; wherefore he is. 
to be preached as he was given. , 

2. It is much to the glory of grace 0 lit 
Chriſt up to a ſinner as a ſinner, that where 
tc ſin hath abounded, grace * much more 
cc abound. ” FINS ; 

3. There is a clear lifiing n 25 
Moſes did, for the wounded. to logk. on as, 
well as the whole. 0 8 

4. Hereby men are leſt without; — 1 
* 5 00 5 becauſe, 


oy 


becauſe, when he is held up to ſinners, as 
finners, all are on a level for him, and ſuch 
a Saviour is ſuitable to all eaſes. 
kt is doing: as Chad himſelf id; who" 

both called ſinners, and eonverſed with" ſin- 
ners; with Mary Magdalen an harlet, and 
with the publicans, and with the woman of 
Samaria, who lived in uncleanneſs, when the? 
pure Meſſiah preached himſelf to her. 

6. Juſt ſo were all that received him, boch 
in Jeruſalem, Corinth, Epheſus, & c. for had 
they not been foul, they had never been 
waſhed, had they not been darkneſs, ys had 
never been light in the Lord. 
But you will tell me of conditions in the 

goſpel, ſuch as faith, and repentance, &c. and 
certain legal preparations neceſſary 1 
Chriſt ſhould be held up to the ſoul: . : 

Yes, but that you may not be — as 
many are, obſerve that, in the goſpel way” 
or diſpenſation, faith and repentance are 
to be preached, and J eſus Chrift with it, 
as the author of it, when it is ſaid, „Be- 
«heve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” © "You" 
are not to ſeparate” repentance from be- 
Sage nor believing from repentance, nor 

0 I 65; either 


ten 5 705 Chriſt, nor. Jeſus Chriſt 
from them; yet for the fake of neither · of 
and more in the ſoul, and that upon theſe 
own, but God's; God giving, imputing, and 
accounting him to the foul, To make 
Chriſt ours is an Almighty work, and not 
the work of any thing created; though Chriſt 
was ours before, and conſequently without 
faith, by a power more glorious and infinite; 
yet we cannot here know him to be ours but. 
by believing, pena. om. as ours. but 
by faith. chk 

1 If faith ſhould give us our imereſt | in 
Chiſt, then, when our faith began, our in- 
tereſt began, and as our faith increaſes our 
intereſt increaſes, and we ſhould be more and 
more. juſtified and forgiven; which none al- 
low, but call ftrong faith the faith of affur- 
ance, and manifeſtation ; and, if faith thus 
- hath degrees of working, why not a begin- 
ning? 535.08 .fhe. concence of things, age. 
4 been, 2 Heb. xi. | 


3. If 
1 * * 


3. If Chriſt ſhould be ours by faith in ſuck 
a ſenſe, then, if faith ſhould ceaſe, we ſhould 
| reaſe to be juſtified. Shall faith begin our 


rn 
hereafter ? 
Yee Can a finner be too foul for ſuch a Sa- 
viour, or too wounded for ſuch a phyſician- 
to heal, or too filthy for ſuch a fountain to 
cleanſe? 

© He that holds up Chriſt, holds i 
the conditions in him, both of faith and re- 
e 
e pentance, &c.; and * faith is of the ope- 
« ration-of the Sari of God Gal. ii. 
6. It is no more to preach Jeſus Chriſt, 
than the grace of Chriſt, or gift of Chriſt, _ 
to a ſinner; for a ſinner is as unprepared and 
eee eee ee 
and pollution as to both. 
7. Spiritual work is e ee 
and ſo works of preparation are not ſo pro- 
per in that; © we are, faith the apoſtle, © his 
« workmanſhip, created in Chrift Jeſus,” 
Epheſ. ii. 10. 
"And now why ſhall any ſervaneof Chiif 
refuſe to her forth thr blood of his maſter's 
gone: = which 


5 4 L 


reſuſe to receive it; becauſe their veſlels. are 
not clean, when it is ſuch blood as makes the. 
veſſels e itſelf, and for itſelfe : 


II. "The pl n. 40 and. 

Jes Clritt; and forgiven of fins in 155 
name, and redemption through his blood, is the 
firſt and principal thing held forth in the goſ- 
pel to ſinners; though other myſteries of righ- 
teouſneſs are revealed to believers: forgiveneſs - 
of ſins. is firſt taught, that they may believe; 
and the other glorious myſteries. are taught, 
that they may know what they do believe. 
They are firſt to feel God's love, and aſter- 
wards ſee his glory. Jeſus Chriſt crucified is 
exalted for ſaints; and therefore it is, that in 
all the-apoſtle's: ſermons, the ſtory of blood 
when they believed, then they wrote epiſtles 
and revelations of greater things unto them; 
ſo they ſpake of Chriſt that they might 
beheve, eee eee 
* — N | 1 


g ; 
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- Salvation is not made — 
che- goſpel it; n. Plain caly,, and ſimply; 
| 2 — 
the work. of ſalvation is paſt Wande, 
eee And: now i, 
you aſk me what you © muſt do to be ſaved,” 
I anſwer, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved. All that remains for: 
the manifeſtation of falvation, is for you to be- 
lieve there is ſuch a work, and that Chriſt died; 
for you; if thou believeſt thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
amongſt all thoſe other ſinners he died for. 
To believe now is the work. of the goſ-. 
pel: „This is the work, that ye believe on 
8 him whom he hath ſent, John vi. 29. 
« This is the commandment, that ye be- 
lieve on his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John iii. 
23. That is, that ye be in your hearts per- 
ſuaded, that Chriſt was crucified for-ſins, and 
for, your fins; which we are called on to be- 
lieve, becauſe they only that believe are juſti- 
fied: nds ä 
Acts xi. 39. 
Salvation is not a babes of our work-- 


7 * 
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ing or doing, it was done by Chriſt with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt; ſin, and Satan; 
| himſelf, openly, for us; our work is not a 
work of falyation, but in ſalvation ; in the fal- 
vation we have by Chriſt, we receive all, not 
doing any thing that we may receive more, 
becauſe we are ſaved: therefore we work not 
vor as much as if we were to be ſaved by 
what we do; becauſe we ſhould do as much 
nn as aa were to receive it for what 

| Tei dt work; believe i ets 
and yet this is the only goſpel work and way. 
Chriſt tells you in few words, and his apoſtle 
in as few; As Moſes lift up the ſerpent in 
« the wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of man 
« be lift up, that whoſoever believes on 
4 him ſhould have life,” John vi. Paul 
ſays, 4 Say not in thy heart, Who ſhall af. 
« cend unto heaven ? that is to bring Chriſt 
from above; or, Who ſhall deſcend” into 
55 * enen 

is « dead, 


« dead. But what faith it? The word is 
“ nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy: + 
ce heart, the word of faith which we preach. 
If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the 


c Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thy heart 
“that God raiſed him from the dead, thou 
<« ſhalt be ſaved.” Rom. x. 6, 7, 8, 9, &c. - 
So look but upon Jeſus Chriſt for life, 
and ſalvation is in thy ſoul, believe wich 


thy heart, and thou art ſaved; becauſe thon 


wert ſaved by Chriſt before, Ee: 
thyſelf _ 
There are theſe 89 why aan | 
is ſo ſoon wrought in the ſoul: | 
1. Becauſe it was done vere in Chr, 
though not bekeyer all now; ad 4262 
2. Becauſe it is the goſpel diſpenſation, to 
affure and impute nen he hong to ay 
3. The eds no 
ſalvation to us, than to believe with the heatt 
that Jeſus Chriſt died for us, becauſe-Chriſt 
bath ſuffered, and God is fatisfied. Now 
n 
stzon. r 


4 Becauſe 


*. - * 
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| 4 Becauſe they, and they only are juſti- 
fed, who believe: © Righteouſneſs is re- 


.<- vealed from faith to faith; and: all: that 
OO Ines. nn 
ene 

5. That it et an, and not of 
works, “ being juſtified freely by his grace,” 
Rom. ii. 44. 


III. Crip, ad exry pars of , the 
There is not ape of Life Chrift;. 
but ſhould be matter for a believer's faith to 

incarnation, and ſ6 to his exaltation; that 
they may be able to comprehend with all 
into, the height, and depth, and length, 
and breadth of the- love of God: this. 
was infinitely manifeſted; in eygry- paſſage- 

of his birth, his infancy, his WM 7 


3 


* bra e e ee 
01 whole law; his — his re- 


proaches, his poverty, his humiliation; his . 
ove * his Judgment, his con- 
| demnation,, 
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gholt ;, his death, burial, reſurrection, aſcen- 
lion, exaltation, and ſitting on the right hand: 
of God; his prieſthood, mediation, interceſ«- 
Gon, and everlaſting: dominion: there is in- 
finite virtue. in all theſe, and the goſpel is 
made up of thoſe e nchen of. 
grace, love, and redemption. 4 

_ Theſe truths: n betha fob of 1 
believer” s meditation, and he is to dive into 
the ſpiritual extent of theſe, heigh ande 
depths. By theſe the Spirit works ſtrength, 
power, love, holineſs, ſpiritual-mindedneſs,, 
regeneration, mortification, obedience, faith, 
repentance,, humiliation;”-meekneſs,. tempe- 
rance,, &c.. .. Chriſt, and every: thing ob, 
Chriſt's, is to be matter of. meditation * 
him. Theſe are the miniſterial. and inftru-- 


cher means of graee and life to ſinners z, 
not in an hiſtorical or tragical uſe, of them, 
but in an. e of them, a. relying, F 


ooh © _— 
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VP ws 4 


* 


212 rm FLOWINGS OF "CHRIST'S 
reſting, comforting, ſpiritualizing, uſe. Theſe 
were all parcels of the work of redemption, 
and but parts of the whole; and to all theſe 
there 1s an infinite depth of fin and tempta- 

tion oppoſed : and therefore the more we 
are exerciſing ourſelves in theſe things of 
Chriſt, the more ſpiritual and richly pro- 
vided ſhallwe be againſt the oppoſite. It is not 
enough to look on Jeſus Chriſt in his human 
but to ſtudy every part, parcel, and paſſage 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and thus, to know no- 
« E ae oh ey and Tim cruci- 
& fied.” 1 8 


tx B. Sce Hey on | God's Operations of 
© Grace on Sinners, third Aae, ſold dy 


6. T.] 


* 


— 


. motions reſpefling Free G and the 
" geteral point ſearched ow. 

Fas dodtrine of Free Grace i is conveyed 
to us under ſeveral notions in theſe days; 
and I ſhall in few words gather up the ſeveral | 
coliceptions into a diſplay of them as follows: 
The 
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The bs and — of rin Ghaghy 
which is free without any. condition. | 


The firſt and a eee of yhe 
e frm; 


That God the Father, * ſs nn of 
his mercy and love, purpoſed ſome to glory, 
whom he loved freely, and gave his Son to be 
2 way to them from death to life, from ſin to 
gghteouſneſs, knowing that they would fall 
under fin and condemnation in the firſt- 
Adam (where he might have left them, 
with the reſt, in their blood and pollution), 
had it not been for Free Grace in himſelf; 
therefore the Son is called the ſecond Adam, 
or quickening Spirit, and this myſtery of ſal- 
vation is free, infinitely free; the Father 
loving freely, and giving his Son; the Son 
loving freely, and giving himſelf freely; and 
the Spirit working from them both freely, ſor 
the manifeſtation of this ſalvation in the ſouls | 
of his elect, and through the miniſtry of a 
free goſpel, even to ſinners, as ſinners, and 
children of wrath conſidered in themſelves. 


A feed 
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4 fred fort called Free Grace, an by Jones 
: fer - only with conditions. 


Abe ſecond fort called bro Gra 
reformed opinion: | 

That God did freely decree or Popos 
ſome to ſalvation in Chriſt, but through the 
intetfering and inſtrumental aſſiſtance of faith, 
c.; and that none are actually juſtified in 
God's ſight, nof .partakers of this free ſalvas 
tion before faith, but by faith; that the gof- 
pel is a miniſtry of conditions or rr 
tions s towards ſalvation. 4 


4 


4 third notion of Free Grace, Free only upon fer- 


775 7 certain conditions. 


The third fort hold, that God did freely 
ad ſome to ſalvation, and therefore gave 
Jeſus Chriſt; but it was only to thoſe whom 
he foreſaw through the help of a goſpel mi- 
niſtry, and other ſpiritual ſufficiencies, would 

embrace Jeſus, ſo given; who nevertheleſs 
was given for all, if all ſhould embrace 
him. 


Tow 
| i 
Yak » 
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A fourth . notion ; of 2 rer Grace, 2 merely in in 
the extent. 


A fourth fort hold, that God -purpoſed 
ſome to glory and ſalvation in Jeſus Chriſt, 
without reſpect to any thing but the interfer- 
ings of faith, or the chance of believing or 
not believing ; that he gave Jeſus Chriſt to 
die for all, not that all ſhould have 1al- 
vation by him, but only the elect, who alone 
.are brought to believe, while the others are 
left to chance; that the goſpel-miniſtry:re- 
veals a general redemption, otherwiſe the 
goſpel could not juſtly be tendered to all, 
nor any be. condemned for not believing, nor 
could unbelief be ſin. | 


OBSERVE, | 
Some peak thus by way of interpreting the 
general ſcriptures, as theſe of . God's loving 
-< the world, &c.“ 2 the world 
in oppoſition to Jews, and by that under- 
ſtanding the Gentiles, who were called the 


| World. And ſo of © ſending Jeſus Chriſt 


«to be a a propitiation, not for ours, but the 


— 0 ſins 
9 ® -” 
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eiii of the whole world, &c.” Rom. xi. 

1 4 I 1,12. And ſo wherever the word all is, 

EF that © God will have all faved, &c.“ they 
interpret it © with reſtriction to ſome of all, 

t Nc. Mat. iii. 5. And fo for the general 

tenders of the goſpel, they interpret that by 

way of diſpenſation for the better gathering 
up the elect from all forts and places, Matt. 

xxiv. 31. As for not believing, notwith- 
ſtanding faith is required at their hands, yet 
their not believing may make * condem- 
nation greater. 

Some anſwer it by G forth «a 
contradiction i in this of © Chriſt dying for 
1 « all, and ſaving ſome,” that it is as much as 
if Chriſt died for all, and not for all. 

Some anſwer, by turning it into immorta- 

lity for all, but not ſalvation for all. 

Some anſwer; by revealing God's love, 

1 Jeſus Chriſt as the '* effect of this love,” 

_ 85 it were the inſtrument and miniſter of this 
love; and this © love of God” going out 
only to the cleft, for whom Chriſt is given: 
this way they conceive takes off general re- 
" __ But we muſt take heed of 


keys! making 


9 


— 


BLOOD FREBLY TO SINNERS.. 217 


making Chriſt more inſtrumental and miniſ- 
terial than the Father hath made him, or 
will ſtand with the henour of the Son, who 


is the firſt-born of the elect, the head of the 


body: and men will ſoon be loſt in defining 
too curiouſly on Jeſus Chriſt as Son and 
Mediator, unlels it be in a ſcriptural way; 
for Chriſt is but one, and falvation is one. 


Thus far ſome go in oppoling the gene- 
ral point, but we muſt go a little further 


in finding out the myſtery of the general 
Point, to meet with it there. Now I 
humbly conceive the myſtery lies in a 


rational way of juſtice, by a goſpel-diſpen- 


ſation, that is, God does not arbitrarily, damn 
any man merely becauſe he may, but juſtly, 
under a diſpenſation of ſalvation ; as they 


are, from their ownwill, found fighting againſt 
God's will, in his diſpenſation of ſalvation, 


as well as his dif penſation of condemnation, 
in the law. 

And the other part of the myſtery, which 
is loweſt, and moſt argued for, in theſe. 


times, is, that the goſpel cannot rationally 
be tendered but upon ſome ſuch general 


ground, as © Chriſt dying for all.” 


5, K Thus 


1 
„ 


+ 
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Thus I have opened, though weakly, 
the myſtery; and the opening it may be 
enough to convince all whoſe eyes God hath 
opened, that the whole building of a univer- 
fal ſcheme, is all upon a rational notion, 
founded on ſome general terms in the 
word: now let them examine whether mere 
reaſon is a principle high enough for a ſpiri- 
tual myſtery to be eſtabliſhed on. And if 
bringing ſalvation down upon ſuch a ſandy 
foundation, be proportionable to ſo glorious 
a work as that of redemption ; beſides all 
the interferings it hath with Free-grace, 
and F ree-juſtification, and Election by 
grace, &c. 

- Now let the myſtery be looked on in their 
way, which is this, © Chriſt died for all, 
« elſe the goſpel cannot be POURS to 

„ » 
And in the other way, which i is this; 
_. Chriſt died only for his, and yet he is preach- 
<1 to all, that his ele&, who are among 
this all, may believe; and though he died 


not for all, yet when lifted up, he will 


draw all, though none accept it but they 
that believe; and none believe, but they 


40 to 
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« to whom it is given.” And in this 
way of ſalvation there lies much myſtery, 
which is more fuitable to a divine work, 
than their rational ſcheme of human no- 
tions. Great is the myſtery of godlineſs.” 
And this ground is as clear, and ſpiritually 
rational, that the * goſpel is to be preached 
* to all,” as their ground, © that he died 
bas for all.” 


Secing fame only are ſaved, and not a, 


and a decree of mere grace implies an im- 
_ poſſibility of © allto be ſaved; why then is 
it ſo contended for, that all are redeemed? ' 


Some truths of Free Grace ſparkling in former 

writers, and in ſome famous approved men 

- of our times, in teſtimony of what is in 
this diſcourſe aſſerted of Free Grace. 

No converſion by the law or the preaching of it, 
but only by preaching faith and grace. 
Dr. Preſton's © Sermon on the New Covenant, 

Comment. in Cal. lll. 5. * be quotes, 

. f 
If. I ſhould preach to you the com- 
mandments, &c. 1 might preach long 
| K 2 55 3 | 
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enough ere you could keep them: do you 
receive the Spirit by the preaching of the 
Jaw? No, but by preaching the 8 8 of 
pardon and forgiveneſs. 


Page 333. 
2. If a man would deſire to change his 
courſe, to be made a new creature, the way 
1s not to conſider the commandments what 


| he ought to. do; but, my beloved, the way 
is to get affurance that thy fins are par- 


doned, to conſider the covenant of grace, 
Heb. ix. 14. 
NV Preparatory works neceſſary before Chriſt, 
Mr. Rogers in his book of © The Right Way ts 
Be ſaved, Ac. p. 54. | 
Divers miſtake, and look for ſomething 
to ground on in themſelves, and fo are wo- 
fully bewildered and in great perplexity: it 
is as if one ſhould not ſet a young tree, but 
Jet it lie above che ground till Oy ſee what 


it will bear. 
Free Grace hath many enemies. 


Me ſhould ſtand for Free Grace. 


Pr. 


* 7 7 
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Dr. Sibbs's book of © The Excellency of the 
Gofpel above the Law, p. 241. 

Do ye wonder why the Free Grace of 
God hath found ſo many enemies? &e. The 
heart of man is in a frame of enmity againſt 
God, and ſets itſelf moſt againſt that which 
God will be moſt glorified in. Let us vin- 
dicate nothing ſo much as Free Grace. 

We muſt hve by grace, and die by grace, 
and ſtand ar the day of ee, by grace; 


not in our own righteouſneſs. 


Faitb 15 10 condition of the new covenant. 1 


grace. | 
Mr. Perkins's © Commentary” on the Galatians? 
P. 157. 


The goſpel, called by Paul the - Sas 


of life, gives life freely, without the con- 
dition of any work, and requires nothing but 


the receiving of that which is given. It may 
be objected, that the goſpel promiſeth life 
upon the condition of our faith. Are. The 


| goſpel hath in it no moral condition of any 


thing to be done of us: indeed faith is men- 
toned after the form and manner of a. con- 
I WW 3 dition; 
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dition; but in truth, it is the free gift of God 
as well as life eternal, &c. | 


Page 184. We have all in Chriſt. 
Thou muſt receive the promiſe im- 
mediately of Godꝭ but Chriſt muſt do it for 
thee; though thou be unworthy, yet there 
is dignity ſufficient, and worthineſs enough 
in him. If thou ſay, that thou muſt at the 
leaſt receive the promiſe at the hand of 
Chriſt; I add further, That he will not 
« quench the ſmoking flax, &c.” And our 
falvation ſtands in this, not that we know 
and apprehend him, but that he knows and 
D us firſt of all. 


Chriſt is every Saws 60 ur. 


Mr. Calvin i in his book of © Inftitution;” book ii, 
chap. xvi. p. 167-8. 

We muſt take heed of drawing: any part 
of falvation but from Chriſt: if we ſeek 
ſalvation, let it be in the name of Jeſus: 
Chriſt; if the Spirit, or any gifts or graces, 
let us ſeek. them in his unction; if ſtrength, 
let us ſeek it in his power; if purity, in his. 
conception; if mercy, in his nature, which. 
2 Was, 


— 
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was touched with our infirmities; if redemp- 
tion, in his paſſion; if forgiveneſs, in his 
condemnation, or being a curſe for us; if fa- 
tisfaction, in his ſacrifice; if cleanſing, in 
his blood; if mortification, in his ſepulchre 
and death; if newneſs of life, in his reſurrec- 
tion; if immortality, in the ſame; if an hea- 
venly inheritance, in his entering into hea- 
ven; if all good things, in his kingdom and 
dominion : all treaſures are in him, and 
they who are not content only with him, 
ſhall have no reſt any where; although too 
they may look half heartedly at him. 
Nor can there be any unbelief or. doubt- 
ings, while his fulneſs is thus known. | 


C0 Was never an enemy to his. 


Calvin quoting Auguſtin in. his book of © Infitur.. 


Tratt. in Evang. Joban. 110, 2, chap. xvi. 
P. 106, 1. 


Incompreheenſible and, unchangeable is the: 
love of God]; not that love which we obtain: 
from reconciliation by the blood of Chriſt, 
but wherewith. he loved us before the foun-- 
dations of the world: therefore, when it is 


2 
* 
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faid, Chriſt reconciled us, it is not to be un- 
derſtood as if then he began to love thoſe 
whom he had hated before: no! but © re- 
* conciled 1 to that love where with he had 
« loved us.” Rom. , 8: therefore in a. 
wonderful manner he loved us, when WE were | 
enemies. | Re SES, 


That the ee and tbe commonty called An- 
| tinomians, differ little. 


Mr. Gattaker's teftimony in a late treati iſes. 


© God's Eye, Sc. in epiſt. tothe reader, p. 10. 
“The matter in controverſy between us. 


and theſe men is not how far ſin is re- 


moved or aboliſhed in believers, or how 
far it is by juſtification abandoned, or in: 
what ſenſe God is {aid to. ſee or not ſee fin, or 
to take notice of it in believers and juſtified.” 
perſons, &c. as if all theſe _— were grant-. 
ed on both ſides.” 

Note. Men of learning, you ſee; and 
judgment, do not cry out antinomianiſm, or. 
Free Grace, or free juſtification, as others do, 
&c. ; but acknowledge a conſent in all theſe, 
&c. | | 


Why 
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Why Luther- is not quoted here. 
Luther I could quote; but he is now looked 

on by ſome, as one that has both over- quot- 
ed, and over-writ Free Grace, bending him- 
ſelf againſt works, which was the popery and 
antichriſtianiſm of thoſe times. He raiſed up 
grace, rather in oppoſition: (as ſome think, _ 
to whom I dare not ſo fully agree) to the ex- 
ceſs of works, than to the juſt advantage of 
grace; and yet they can allow him in other 
things: thus we can pick and chooſe from a 
reformer what fits to the ſtandard of our own 
light and reformation, and caſt the other by: 
I ſhall therefore quote ſome later. 


Concerning our not reſting on. ſight, or our o 
graces, for aſſurance: 

Mr. Tho. Godwin i in his book, © Chrift ſt forth} = 

in epiſt. to the reader, p. 1, 2. 


An immoderate recourſe unto ſigns, 
though barely conſidered as ſuch, is un- 
warrantable, when thereby we are diverted. 
and taken off from a more conſtant. actual 
| 1 of — thoughts of faith towards. 
| Chrift,, 
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Chriſt, immediately as he is ſet forth to be 
our righteouſneſs, &c. And yet the-minds. 
of many are ſo wholly taken up with their 
own hearts, that, as the Pſalmiſt ſays of God, 
« Chriſt is ſcarce in all their thoughts.” 
Bur let theſe conſider what a diſhonour it. 
muſt needs be unto Chriſt, that his train and 
favourites, (our graces) ſhould have a fuller 
court, and more frequent attendance from 
our hearts, than himſelf, who is the King of 
Glory; and likewiſe what a ſhame alſo it is. 
for. believers, themſelves, who are his ff pouſe, 
to look upon their huſband no otherwiſe 
but by reflection, and af. ſecond-hand,, 
through the intervention and aſſiſtance of 
their own graces, as mediators between him. 
and. them.. 

Now, to rectify this error, the way is not 
wholly to reject all uſe of ſuch evidences, but. 
to cin Properly of CE. 
ak are Aabila i in Chriſt's 2 Piffeation, « <ohen he: 

roſe,. Pp. 202. 

Chriſt's reſurrection was the original act. 
af God's juſtifying us 1 in Chriſt; we were vir- 

tually: 


5 * 4 
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tually juſtified then, in Chriſt's heing Juſti= 
fied, as in one perſon. 


God remembers not our fins, p. 207. 
As, by reaſon of his interceſſion, God re- 
members not old ſins, fo likewiſe, though he 

will puniſh his children's ſins with a rod, and 

their 1niquities with ſtripes, yet his loving 
kindneſs he will not take from them, nor 
ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail, notwithſtand- 
ing their n tranſgreſſions. 


The Law, as Sven by Moſes, is not à rule to 
Chriſtians. 5 
Mr. Bolton in his book of © The true Bounds of 
Chriſtian Freedom,” p. 74. 
Others ſay we are freed from the law- 
given by Moſes, and are-only tied to-the obe- 
dience of it, in and by Chriſt, and as Chriſt: 
renews it, and as it comes out of the hand, 
and from the authority, of Chriſt ; and we 
have it immediately from the hands of Chriſt. 
I ſhall not much diſlike this, &c.. 


Bilievers and Cod are no more at enmity, p. 14. 


As none of our ſins ſhall condemn; us, ſo, 
| none: 


228: THE FLOWINGS or cnrsT's 

none of our fins ſhall put us into a ſtate of 
condemnation more; none of our fins ſhall. 
ever put us under the curſe, or under wrath: 


* 
* 
- 
* 


There is no more condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, p. 14- 

Me are freed from. all miſeries, afliftions,, 
and puniſhments, which were juſtly due to- 
us as the fruits of ſin, as they may be con- 
ceived to be fruits of wrath, or have wrath. - 
in them; and that by Chriſt's once offering; 
himſelf for us. 

Witt done before juſtification not of grace: 
Mr. Rogers © On the Articles, art. xiii. p. 57- 

Works done before juſtification pleaſe not 
God, before men they may pleaſe; nothing that 
they do can pleaſe him; hereby the vanity of 
him is perceived, who thinks before man's. 
juſtification his deeds do pleaſe God. 

Note. What, is faith then to be accounted: 
before juſtification, according to this princi- 
pie? — See the thirty-ninth article of the- 
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God was never an enemy to his elef?, not even 
while in their fins. _ 
. Herbert Palmer in his © Charafter 7 
Chriſtian in Paradox,” &c. p. 10. 

He believes the God that hates all ſin is 
reconciled to himſelf, though ſinning continu- 
ally, never making, nor being able to make 
him ſatisfaction. 


Me are juſtified, though ungodly, p. 11. 
He believes the moſt juſt God, &c. to 
have juſtified him, though a moſt ungodly 
ſinner. 


We are not ſaved by any thing we do, p. 58. 
He knows he ſhall not be faved by his 
works, and yet doth all the good works he 

A believer fins not, p. 6 8. 


He cannot fin, yet he can CORK, 
e ſin. 


A believer believes againſt bope, p. 74. N 
He believes, like Abraham, in hope againſt 
Hope. r 
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Ged freely pardons, P. 12. 
He believes himſelf freely pardoned. 


Bilievers are pure in God 's ſight, p. 13. 
He believes himſelf to be pure and — 
cious in God's * 


5 Cbrif promiſed to finners as ſinners. 
Ir. Tho. Goodwin in his book of © Chriſt ſet 

„ e | 
There are abſolute promiſes made to no 
conditions, as when Chriſt-1s ſaid to «© come 
*< to fave ſinners,” &c. Now in theſe pro- 
miſes it is plain, Chriſt is the naked object of 
them; ſo that if you apply not him, you ap- 
ply nothing ; for the only thing held forth in 

them is Chrift. | 


Me are juſtified in Chriſt's Juſtification, p. 122. 
Even fo it is in the matter of our juſtifi- 
cation; it was done virtually in Chriſt; and 
afterwards, on our believing it is actually 

- pallet in and upon ourfelves _ 
So by Chriſt's being juſtified, we are all 
virtually juſtified, and in law, through a ſe- 


# : cret, 


- BLOOD FREELY ro SINNERS. 231 
cret, yet irrepealable covenant between God 
and 9 who alone knew who were his. 


4 A s law is Chriſt, and bis Spirit. 


Mr. Perkins i in his © Comment. on the Bale 
Hans,” p. 128. 


| 


They which are true believers are a free 
and voluntary people, obeying God as if 
there were no law to compel them; they 
have Chriſt to live in them; the Spirit of 
Life, that is in Chriſt, is in them, and that is 
their law. It is the property of a child of 
God to obey God, as it is the nature and 
quality of the fire to burn, &c. 


Thus, in the quoting or citing theſe di- 
vines concerning ſome precious. truths of 
Chriſt, I have done as Paul faid to the 
Athenians when he would prove a God: 
c As certain alſo of your own poets have 
„ faid.” So the truths which are abroad, 
miſtaken by many, are. truths, as alſo ſore 
of your own divines have ſaid. 


DS 
\ 


THE END. 
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